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Hov and what amn 1 to teach niy chiid ? asks the

mother earnzstly-Sureiy the answer is flot far to seck
ta any Presbyterian, fairly conversant with the history
and development of lais owvn beloved churcli.

There arc aniy two text books necdiul and these
are or ought to bc in cvery Presbyteriaîn home. The
Bible-Gcd's revealed rule af lite ta men and with this,
that grand character mouiding, sou! strengthening
miu!tin inparvo-" the Shorter Catcchism. "

It as impossible to over estimate the good that a
wise and faithiul parent may accomplish for bis child
by instructing him reguiarly ira this most worthy
sumnmary af Christian truth.

It is the faith ai childhood provcd by experience,
broadened by culture and spirituaiized by Divine coin-
munian that becomes the strong bulwark ai riper years.

The child's mind from its very elasticity is most
susceptible ai impression and conviction once affected
is neyer effaced.

Thougli these lines, lovingly written tipon the littie
heart by pray,%erful parents, mnay fur years be invisible
stili shall their formn remain wvaiting only saine biting
crisis ta deveiop them in ail tlie giory ai their saving
power. As an example af this wve read af an crring
youth, the child ai a Christian home who once in a far
western saloon wvas drinking the night away with evil
companions.

Mockingly the question ivas asked by ane ai the
company "What is sin? " When framn sheer habit af
chlhood the prodigai replied-"l Sin is any want af
conformity uinta or transgression ai the law ai God."
There was a pause in that boisterous laughter and
wvhen the spirit had applicd the stray arrow witb con-
victing power more than ane boy declaied I wil
arise and go ta my Father.'

So the Word neyer fails-"« My Word shall not
return unto me void."

We earnestly urge, upon ail parents who read this
the great wvork af systematically in.itructing their
children bath in the Bible and Shorter Catechism.

In order ta encourage the chiidren ai aur homes
and strengthen the hands af the fathers and mothers,
wve propose to issue for six months a series ai Tabular
questions camprising selections from bath the Word
anid Catechismn and ta ail children making satisfactory
reply wve wili during the first weeks af January '96i pre-
sent an iliuminated Diplama ai merit, in testimony ai
their diligence and progress. Sce page 3o8.

The Reveille.
There arc flot wvanting indications that another

battit is impending on benalf ai the sanctity of the
Lard's Day against the advacates af the running ai
sireet railway cars on that day. The press favorable
ta a change is being charged wvith tht munitions ai
war and as the time when aspirants for municipal
honors draws nearer paragraphs appear from day ta
day ventilating the subjcct. These are signs not ta be
mistaken, and it is high time the champions of tlic
right should be danning their armor and taking the
field. The Association wiii fia doubt do its dut>'.
Meetings wili be calied, letters will be written and thc
farces niarshalled. But is it flot worth cansidering
whether something cisc should flot be undertaken?
Should not candidates for the position ai aldermen bc
placed in the field? It mnay bc taken for granted that
tht"I Sunday car" part>' wili pick and choose their
men, if nat open>' and avowedly, secretly, and that a
vigarous canvass will be miade in support ai their
ticket. The best way ta ie et such a move is b>' carry-
ing the war into AfnicaiL'

Thcre are variaus reasons wvhy titis policy should be
adopted. The cit>' council is sadi>' in need ai good
men. Our best citizens ought ta aspire ta seats at the
Alderman's board and it is not ta aur credit as a cit>'
that mnen wvho have made comiortable livings if not
large fortunes shirk their public duty ta such an extent
as ta leave the field ta nobodies. Torontc, deserves
better titan titis at the hands ai her able and upright
and Christian men of rncans. It is higla time that
.reiigion entered aur civic board. Public lufe would be
the gainer and religion %vouid atot be the laser and
until men af religions character conte iorward and
seize the reagns of civic governmcint, tîtere tvilh bc
moral leaks in the conduct ai aur municipal affairs.
To those who abject ta the carrying ai religion into
public life wve submit the folloiving extract from an
article in a valued contemporary:-

The sunsitine of piet>' in politîcs wauld flot hurt the
piet>', and would be ai inestimable benefit ta the
poiitics. The best Christianit>' ai the past lias alivays
meant the bcst citizenship. Luther and Knox labored
heroicaily for the realization oi a Christian state. n
the palmy days ai the Commonwealth Christ's men
wvere the state's men, ever layai ta those things that
made for the highest prosperity ai the country. The
Punitan fathers who crosscd the Atlantic Ilin sear:lj,"
as Lowell finely puts it, Ilnot af gold but ai GeJ,"
built up a great and gloriaous republic by fidelity ta ail
civic functions wvhich kept pure anad noble the tane af
moral lite. No honest student ai his tory wvoul d charge
a wvant ai nationality or a want ai patrioism against
Puritanism. Cromwell.,who in spite ai ai that latter
day detractors say against him, was the incarnation ai
the spirit ai Puritanisni, never hesitated ta spcnd finie,
strength, mone>', and even hlood in making England
free wvithin and gloriaus wvithout. H-e and bis asso-
ciates cmphasized the value ai piety in politics by
breathing inta the gaverrnent cf tiseir tinie a high and
bol>' ambttion ta make their country great with that
righteausness wvhich eyalteth a nation. Such a sub-
lime imagination ai a truc commonwealth should ire
the hearts ai their descendents ta make in the New
World a country like unto Engiand in the days when
her name stood-as never before or since-a synanymn
for liberty and righteousness. That cansummation
can neyer be reached until the cross is planted in
every dcpartment ai politics, and men subardin-ate; the
selfishness ai party ta the service of principle.

Between piety and politics there aught ta be no
antaganisni. Piet>' is the service ai God, and politics
the service ai the State. Bath are forces at wvark on
behali ai the people. In the church men wvark for
spiritual purpases, wvhile in politics they work for civil
purposes. Bath activities are fused inta barman>' by
Christianity, wvhich unifies ail mian's endeavor inta doing
the wili ai God. IlWhcther ye cat or drink, or what-
soever ye do, do ail ta the glary ai God-2 God is ta
be gloniflcd in the poliing booth as much as in the
church, and by vatingjust as much -is by praying. The
tinies caîl for staiwart Christians who love their God
and their cauntry sa inuch that thcy wiil buckle on the
armar ai righteousncss and fight until ail base and
viciaus forces are dniven aut ofi the gaverment af their
beloved land, and until the conditions ai living arc such
as shall enable ev-cry-thing that is gaod and truc ta
flourish. Whatisnreeded is a ncwcrusade inwhich tlh
iollowers ofijesus Christ shall go forthi in tht inspiration
and strength ai tht cross ta overthrow ail political
corrupt.ion and selfishness, and ta entitrane in tht high
places ai the lanad rulers with ideals, men on fire with
the bai>' ambition ta build in this fairland ai ours a city
of God like unto the descending jerusalena..


