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Wbatever the character of individuals may be, bowever possible it is for any to
acquire a firness for a higher spliere, (auid that, as %we believe, is pre-eminentiy
p ossible nowv through Christ)-stiii. all die, and, ne a general raie, under the
like circumstarîees of pain and sufferiuig, and very generaiiy, too, with similar
feelings Lu Llîeiseives and to survivurs. There is not such a difference tJetweea
the death-beds of the religious and the worldiy, except in particuiar cases, as
some niay suppose; and there is; aiwçays that ignoirance in relation tii the dead,
whbich makes it possible to the living Lu hlitpe. So far, therefore, as ail the circuin-
stantiais of death are concerned,-the precursors and attendants and immediate
resuits, disease, pain, dissolution, corrupti n,-wbiceh in ail ages have cunstituted
tories of pathetic discourse, or suljeets for odes and songs of lamiiett.ion,-so
far as these are concerned, they are the benevoient produots (Tf a niodifyilig iaw,
with wbieh Gid in bis goodness bas softeried the rigîlur of the original infliction.

The same principie appiies to prernalure deatii. Ail of you cari see, that a
eeneral Law, terminating life in ail cases on a precise day, wouid be painful and
intolerabie ; it wouid poison life froni first Lu ilast, and iL migbt provuke and
oxasperate liccn.ze and iust. It is important both foir happiness and virrue that
no one should know when be is to die. This olîjeet. however, cari only be
secured by death happening at eiery moment thruugbout the entire îîeriud.
aiiotted tu man ; -extreme cases, even, such as death befoure leaving the spring-
head and fout, tain of life, and deatli be.ing deiayed beyond ail known îur ordinary
insiiinces,-tiies4e are alike thue working out of the same iaw. *To secure, then,
the preoised iîbject,-to place humanity under the must gracious and beruevuient
constitution of things at ail possible nuîw ;-in order that men might so i ive as to
enjoy iife, because bappiiy ignorant respecting iLs Lermination,-un Luis accouint
it is, Liîat infants and children die ; that'youtiià and maidens die ; tiiat the Youung
mai spiendidiy endowed, the Young wiuman beautifuil and accompiislued, die; the
Iùide in lier dayý of tremulous deilt, -tue mno-tier in the lîour of her rîew joy,
the strong, mati in the giory of bis Istrengthi,-on this account tbey die. They
die,-tcat ail who live may live on under the biessed consciousness that tbey know
flot wiîen tlceY are to die. The wboie race reaps the benetit of prernature morta-
liLy. The gii)w and brigbtness of ail life, is connected with the graves and
sepuiclures of the young. Those wiuo die cariy, or in the midst of their days
enjoy the advantage wbiie tbey live. Bot the law wouid be infringed, and
wouid be cuîntradictory and unnaturali, if parents were te be sure that rne cbild
conid possibiy die Liii ht was a day oid, or a month, or a year, our two years, or
ten ;-to ho tbîîrouguiy kind, the iaw niust be carriod out tu iLs f.xrtiuest extont,
and corne int> play from Lbe very first m,-'menc of possible vitality. Ilence it is
that infants die ;-tbey die tirugb tbe working of a nîost benevolont secondaury
iaw, brouglît in to break the rigour of Lhe first 1 And they die for thce benefit of
M/e race. Their lives are taken, fuir thue sake of securing the bappinoss of the
worid. I bad aimest said,-and 1 may suay iL as speaking in a figur,-tbat a
babe in its cfa mfinay be supposed tii look, Lu iLs weeping paretLs, liIko a iittle"dead Christ 1" It bas died vicariousiy,Lo seure a temporal advantage for
the îvorid, even as Christ died vicariousiy Lo secure for iL a spiritual redomptuon.
The one dies, that ive rnay nuL know w/cen we shail die ; the other diod that we
mnig/ct know Iftluat our Piedeemner iivetb." By Lbe one fact we are onabied to,
endure iife ; by the uther we are Laught Lu die in hope, and to, louk forward to
the reurreetion of Lbe dead. Lot a halo of glory, then, seem Lu encircle tiîat
fair brow,-Lbe browv of tbat littie babe, lying coid and dead thore, on the iap cf
iLs mother! Puer mnother ! tby sorrow is groeat! V/cep away ;-ct the bot tears
gusb eut ;-iL is flot the Lime te, speak Lu tec now. But very soon thon wiit
corne te understand, bow, ail tby life, tbhon hast been reaping advantages that
came to t/ce by t/ce deatit of t/ce infants of ot/cers; and thou wià loarn Le acquiesce
in what i8 reaiiy the resait of one of the most benevolent of Gfud's9 arrangements.
Tte deatb of duy chld, as a human beiny, is from sin ; but bis death as a chld
is, because lie is une of Lbe cliosen of the race, wbose l3t and mission tire nuot te
livo te do and to eicjoy, but sinîply Lu die,-hut te die for the benefit (if the wbole
Species, the world over !-" -À Thoug/ct fur t/ce TltoughtJul," a tract, 1>y T Binney.


