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But ail christianq arc dear brthlren, for hiffiier reasons. (a.) They ail hjave
the senne Falher.--They are descended froin t''e niost atîcient, the tuost noble,
and the inxot lionourable finily. They are lieavenly in tiicir ext.riution, juýr-
takers of t-bc divine nature; born :îgain, Ilnot of' corruptible seed, but tuleur.
Truptible ; by tlic word of' Ood, Nwhteli livcth ani ahidctlî for ever." The wliude
humai) fiiuîîily ave indebted to God for their daily, temporal existence, luit
believers ini Christ a're tndebted to Iitîn for their çlpirituial existence. Tinit
8pecial principle of. life by wvhieh thctr soui is actuatcd, Ilcornes f'rni the
Father of lighits, ivitit whoin there is no variabieness, nior sbadow of uîîn.
He lias Il begotten tiin a(rai to a livciy hope by the resurrection of' jesW
Christ front1 the dlead." It is a very enidearinv ani encouraging title eof Fater
!te great Jehovahi sustains te Ilis eidren. Ï? I-e be a Father tu ail lus beliet.
in g pteople, tiien as sncb HIe ivili protcct thenu and watch over thein with ai
that parental teuderncss wiîiciî fîcir various ctrcurnstances render tieee:isair.
ILike as a fiatîter piticth bis ebtîdren, se the Lord wvill pity, tîtei that fl'ar lîiiîu7

No evil shail bctli them, nor any piagrue ceine nigh thonîr dwveiiing, without petr.
mlisy-ion. He wili l'ive I-is auescharge over thcm, tbo keep tîtein in ait tiwir
ways. He who is the Failier ot' the ramn, the Father of tbe universe, tIe,
Father eof tite Lord Jesus Christ, is also the living Father of ail Bis belieiîg
peopîle. It is naturol for a clîild eof God to go to im in cvery danger-to
seek lis wisdoiu for direction-lIs poiver for defenee-and Ilis ;,race to is
Believers, iii short, bave daily access with confidence by one Spirit, to the Father
of merey ; they eau tîterefore address Mlin as their Fadier in Ileaveii, as rlecon
eiiedl by tîjeir adorable Saviour Jesus Christ.

Ail christian believers are dear bretliren, for (b) they are ail adloptcd mSi
the çame.fa»ili.-By nature and wicked works, they were once "1,aliens trom
tbec oniinionwveaith of 1,rael, strangcrs frono tihe covenant 'et' promise, havin!
De hope, and witbout God iii the worid." They are ealled the children (A
Satan, the chljdren eof disobediencc, an<i tbe chiidrcn of wratii. It is by an) ac
of soverei n and uninerited mcrcy that they are deiivercd froin titis titeir iîat-
rai cond(liton ; tiiat tiîcy are dclivered froin tue poiver of darkness, and triie
lated into the kingdon of God-, dear Son. "1Betioid," saith the beloved apootk
Johnt, Ilwhat mnannier of love the Fatiier bîatb bestowed on us that ive shàouid h
cailed the sous of God.» God the Father bath Ilpredestinated tlieiiî to rk
adoption of clîildren, by Jesus Christ, te liiinseif aceording te the good pice
sure of' his witl, 'vlierein lixe bas inade thieni acccpted in the bciovcd." ]î*
wortliy of note that tue priviiege of the act of adoption comprehiends iii
niauy and great blessingsb. The adoptcd ones are entitied, as the ciîildru
-of ±he saine Fatlier, to ail that He bas adapted te iuakc theni hotu ric
and hîappy. Every blessing, promise and privilege, beth t» tue. Oid ir
.New Testament, belong in an especiat manner te thein as their right.T
titeon it is given te know the inysteries of' tire kingdoîn; tue secret of tule J..
ta wit.h theni, and He ivili show thiiet lus moenant. They arc precieus i
hononrabie in lis estecin; lie bringb tuenr inte his baniqucting-bouse, aud'~
banner over theur is "lLove." Bretiren, yen ivho eau lawfully lay dlaii to
alliance as the chiidrea et tic roy!il fainily et' beaven, degrade niot ami utidic
nify yonr character b>' tire nîagtiing in and associating witlî the ungodly ac
the p)rofane. Chioose and select those for your conipanions and associates if
are the people of God, tIre excellent of tue eartlî, childrcn eof tue saine unit
family, and deended fromn tire saine illustrions parentage.

Clîristians are dear brcthircn, for they (c) ail have access Io and parak1e of
saine rich provis;ions.-Theie Father in Hecaven is the IlGood Slhepherd, te
fore they shall net wvant." He keeps Bis table richly and generonsty sulip
with every kind of provision tbat is neccssary te comt'ort, nourish and stretl
the sont te eternal life. This rieh ana unfailinoe nutrimnent was spccialiy pr-oetl
for believers by îthe death of Christ, as the Il amb siain," and is now exiiibi


