
THE. JCDICIÂL SYMME OP SOUTH >FRIÇ..0

based upoiù thdt of England with a few important modifications.
ThisI u-iiformity is due, to the fact that thc Cape system, basr
sprcad to the remaining parts of South Africa.

CIVIL JURI5DICTION.

The inferior courts are those of magistrates, known inS outhemn

lihodesia as resident magistrates. The rnagistrate is generallyI
at the same time & fiscal officiai known as the civil commissioner.
He is a civil servant, bis only legal qualification as a rule being

that hie must have passed an examinat ion on the eh ments of
law equi,-a1ent to the attorney's examinatien (for the more
important appointments an examination t, iivalent to the
'legrec of Ba.chelor of Laws is a recorrmendtion, but is flot essen-
t.al. Onlv occasionally is a legal practitioner appointed to this
post. M-\agistrates gcnerally receive their appointments ccceord-
ing tý) senioritv: and a man who lias spent veers in a financial
dcpartmnent mav find himisi-f called upon to administer, as a
inagistrate, an abstru.se and cornplicated system of law. aîded by
aui iradequate ........ y. Th e only stlution is codification and the
appointment of magistrates who have had an adequate legal or
juiial.9 training. The magistrate resides iu his diýtrict. and1
lLoids his court, which is a court of record, iit the principal town
and a periodical court in olitling parts of his (listriet. li some
of the larger towns there art- sev,.ral magistrat(,-.

T'he n'.gistratc's jurisdietion is lirnited hy the ainotunt siwd
for, výrving in the differcat province, and colonies, and flot ex-
eeeding two hundred and fiftv pounds in illiqui1 ani fiv' iindred
p-oundsz in liqiiid cases. WVithin this limit the m.egi.strat(> ha's
jtirî.hIcticii in ail causes cxccpt whcre the validitv of a wvill or
the titie to land, teiiernents, fees, (tesor offices is in questicn,
or wherehv right.9 in futur(- eau 1w bound (e. g., matrimonial
rights). As a nIle lie cannot grant sperific rerformance. Dutics
corresponding to diose of tlrt --heriff arc exercised by the messenger
of the court. Froin the magistrato&s court there is au appe.a! to
the 1 ocal and Provincial Divisions in civil and criminal cases, on
the law and facts, ani îAe saperior courts have the power to re-
vîew the proceeding, of %il inferior courts, including liccnsing
ani assessment courts.


