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D -rucrTîvm STATU OP INTERNATIOZ(AL LAW.

obligation whore thero is not a convontional, violating its own right of frecdorn. WVe hcd
Sbut there is scarcoly a conventional without no more right ta compel China to takO Our

the nadt-al clement bound up with IL Un- opium than China would have ta couipel us tu
fortunately, however, of the two eloments the recelve hep tea, duty fret.
n ratural, that which is the mnost unchangeable It is, however, when w. corne ta a state or

Sand universal, is alïo the las& certain in its !war that tha defective character of Interna-Sopcratioîîs and authority. Oould we give ta tional Law bacomas most apparent. Ainongst
'the universal principles af natural lawv the the many woi'ks on the s&ihject, G rotiuss1

Ssaine certainty as is possassacd by the caonn IlDe Jure B3elli ac Pacis " holds rertainly the
tional, we should nat have ta lainent the fl.-st and h!ghest rank, and this work was
weaknessand uncertaintv which characterise suggested, as ho said, by the natural horror
by fat the greater part o? tha law of nations. with which ho beheld the frequency and
As it is, the structure of International Law is lto itsf h wars in which every Stute wi

i m.•iost defective and unsatisfactory. If, as ao* engage on the nost trifling pretext. I havc
cording ta suoe, the law of nations -nraiy bee for a long time convinced," ha said,

ýîconsit.4 of the practice af nations, for what Ilthat there is a God commnun ta ail nations,
practice, however unhallowed, can %re flot flnd who watches bath the preparation and die
ample precedents ? If, as according ta others, course of war. 1 have remarked, an aIl milles
it con8iAs only ,)f the aspirations af philosa. in the Christian world, such a wantnn licecnic
pliera andi moralists, 'or af the dictates of as regards war, that aven the nlost barharaoi.
natUral or revealed religion, we have always nations should blush for, Pleuple turti tu
tlue roady answeor, that its principles, however arins without reason, and fr -hli slightcsýt
wise and benefIcent in theory, arc not suitabla object, and thay trample undpr foot all DJiiii

zý in practice. and humnan, lawsa as if they were authoriseil,
F' orrinany af the evils Arnd difficulties wbieh and were quite resalvcd ta commit ail sorts of

Ortenl di.surb the intercourse of nations Inter- crime without any check." Grotius wvishied
national Liti is certainly not respor.aible. It ta put a stop ta sucb barbarism, and hoe cuit-
is the political system that is at fault. It le ceived the thouglit of bringirig the precelpt8 of
froi tlie defr ive organisation ar States that Scripture, as Weil as the dicta and Rayinkps or
thu greatest troubles arise. International Law philosïophers and mloralists, having a direct
takes the States coimposing the great coriman- bearing on matters relat;ng ta peace and %var,Swealth of nations such as they are, but it elaae_ before the civilised States of the world,

r o cnnot guarantea thair permanent existence. in the hope that these might, by their own
kSince the Treaty of Vienna, which was sup- moral force, succeed in e9tablishing a lawposed ta have settled the public law af Europe, which no civilised State might foui itsef ut

Sand established a balance of prlwer among its liberty ta disregard. 'lhat great itiflnienci- wias
different States, Italy bas become a kingdom, exercised by that and su bsequent works on
the Girnnn Confcderaticn hati been destroyed, International Law la incontestîble.
the lteplublics of Frankfort and Cracowv are iWhat we lamnent is, that whilst, on wlîant
exutiin.t, 14elgiorji is parted froi Hlollaaîd, and may ba considered insufficient andlnsts~canootiio Naolon bas reigned ini France. tory grud t]ati htrlgasapect

SMantoîs coniŽctod with the internal, gavorn. in icih Grotius firat dîacussed the question,
n'tint of R ý ,tate and inatters relati ng ta ita both ha and the oilier principal writers of tho
t xterrial reluithîns appertain ta political science 1 awv of nations declared i hat, under certüitýý.L sud 'lot ta International Law, and in practic., circumastances, war la lawful, neither Gratius,
7there is, ahIs, too great a diff'erenca between nor any other svriter, sufficîently defuned the
i;politice, wlîicb are toa ofton prompted by the prece circuinstauces under %vhich war nia-'1 ~ust of power or expedicncy, and Inuternational biejustifiable. Following the ana!agy or criiw.$Lw, 'Ahich propoïes tu set foi-th the dictates inal law, Lord Bacon said:-"l As the cause cfK. aif ternal j ustive. Inafile relations af States a war ought ta ha just, so the justice of thlatz__ ii timie of pace International Law enjoins the cause onght ta bc evide.nt not Obscure, [loatSoblervance af aIl thnse duties which the sailety scrupnlous; for, by the consent af aIl laws in

Sthgenara1 Society requirels, and conmanda capital cases, the evidence must ha full Itldffiibe performance or ihlose offices af homianity cleaur, and if 90 whoe ellc ulan's life la in ques-~iwhich miy tend ta the preservatian and hap. tioti, what Say we ta a war whicli is eveui theOf a other States, and ta promate thair sentence of death upon iuany Pl' It la, I con-
SJîtliecPOwer, and freedom ; but how ceivc', toc loase a statenient ta Say that war ier ota th olitical System ai States bas been lawful ta preven t or redresa a wrong, ta obtain

g~based on seltlshuless and exalusivenes. Nor a redainaanst an iury canîmittetd or
AwooIld it hae righit ta attenipt ta enfurce Wha t ielea, or for any act comiitted or ex-

taeeml oa îtewebri Inlterna- Pected ta be committed affecting the indepen-
i~onal or social relations, for tluey are duties dance of a State, or tho Crec njoyrnent ai' its~which do not Produce corr'atponding rights, or richts. What, if the wrang ba ai a mot~riglits Which do not produco corresponding trivyial chlaraceter ? What, if' the threat lic

~duties. It niiglt hat an act af enniity on the imaginary and îîot real ? Lookirîg back tu dte
"ýPrrt of a State .ta refuse ta trada with anothaer, ordînaRry cases ai war, how few or thoîn cau ha",,but "0oant cou'(' campaI it ta do so Without resolved inta warfs siniply af stifdefencelI


