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THE FUTURE 0F THE WEST.

By 11ev. Dr. Robertison.

lBecause of ite extent and resources, Western
Canada la sure to play a more important part
iii Canadian affaire ln the future than ln the
past. It le estlmated that the country la cap-
able of eupportiug a population o! frein 25,-
000,000 to 50,000,000 ln eaee and comfort.

Population ln the Maritime Provinces -la
stationary; the population of Quebec and On-
tario le increaelug at the rate o! about oee
per cent. per an-num; that of Manitoba and
the country westward lncreased about 180
per cent. bctween 1881 and 1891; and It le
confidently maintained that 800,00 peopie
will lie found In the West when the next cen-
eub le taken; and that ln 1905 the West wilI
have o'vertakien the Maritime Provinces.

The shlfting o! the centre o! population
westward means the shi!tIng o! the politicai
and commercial centre. The press, public mcn
and business mcn arc prcparlng for the
change; the Ghurch muet do the sasse, If she
te fnot to be leit hopelesely bellind.

The Preebyterlan Churchln t the 'United
States (North) han undertaken no new home
mission work for three years. It reduoed Its
staff during that tIme from 1,750 to 1,416,
and ceascd to employ students durlng the
summer as !ormerly. Other Churches ln that
country have, la a simîlar way, seriously
ehortened their corde.

This negleet o! the West, ln the Repubie,
has brought about the decay of true religion.
In large sections of thec country, iynching,
nîurder, gambling, divorce, drlnking and
Iewdaess are sapping the foundatione o! so-
cial order.

Sîiilar conditions and forces wlll produce
sinilar results ln Canada. In somne districts
these sins have shown their head aiready, and
evcry effort ehould lie mnade to remove them
root and brandi. It le pleasing to observ'e
that the Gospel everywhere bas proved Itsel!
to be the power of Goti to save. In soine
districts where tact and determînatlon were
needed te secure a foothoid we have now sel!-
sustainIng congregatlons.

Last year 9,700 settiers passed through
Winnipeg to take up land la Manitoba and
the North-West. Thîis ycar, during January,
Fcbruary, and March alone over 10,000 pass-
e<1 througb, not to speak of 12,500 Canadiens
who were on their way to the Klondike. The
prospects are that Manitoba and the Terri-
tories wlll get an accession o! 20,000 or 25,-
000 people thus year. About oe-half o! the
lacomners are Engllsh-sp)eaklng, !rom EIistern
Canada, the Motberland, or thue United States;
the others are foreigners !rom 'Northern and
Central Europe.

The exhaustion ot free grant lande la tic
United States, the restrictions placed on lmn-
mhrratlen, and tie war now waged betweeu
the United States and Spain will likeiy di-
'vidIe the stream o! emigrati.on troin Europe,

and eend a much larger proportion of lt te
the shores of Canada.

The Teutons, Slave and Scandinavians arc,
generaliy speaking, of good physique, Indus-
trioue, law-abldlng, and proise te become
geod settlers; but etrcnuous and eustaIaed ef-
forts muet lie put forth to asmilate and
Christianîze tllemn, If trouble le te b. avoided
ln the future. The dangers ef tie Republic te
the south, by ieaving large masses o! popu-
lation unassimllatcd, ehould prove a waraing
te Canada.

A LONG AND HOPEFUL FIELD.

i spent soine days recently on the field oc-
cupied by F.ev. Mr. Pelletier, lylng along the
main Une of the C. P. R., !romn Sudbury, 300
mitles, west to White River. This la a moat la-
teresting field, net beeause of the great re-
suite whici appear on the surfauce, but rather
because It le the secd-time et what we hope
and expect wili lie an abundant harvest ln
the near future.

Mr. Pelletier Is engaged partly uder the
Hl. M. Commlttee and partly undcr thc Bloard
o! French Evangelîzation. Thc people among
whom lie labore are, tierefore, partly Eng-
lish-espeaking and partly Freuch.

Thc kInds e! people te lie met wlth ln tis.
long distance vary very nuuch. There are the
rallroad officiais and thc mnic la the service
under thein, the Hudson B3ay factor and his
mea, the lumberman and those under hlm ln
the woods or la the maiii. Lîke tie Mision-
ary, moet o! thenu are on the go ail the time,
movlng about ln the dîsciarge o! duty, but
!alling in witli tic services held by your
MissIonary ln the lumber camp or mili, ln the
rallroad 'village or gravel-p1t, as the case
may lie.

One thlng tbat Inipressedl me very strongiy
during my necessarily hurrled run over the
field was the heartiness wlth which lie le re,-
ceived by ahl classes o! the coxnmunity. Many
of the Roman Cathoilc settlers ln the field
evldently look upon hlm as their !rIcnd, whIle
ail classes among thc Protestants are equaily
hearty ln welcomlng hlm In hie rounds among
them. A leaven le at work whIch will eurely
tell ln thc near future, let us hope, ln bring-
Ing many out o! darkncss Into the liglit of
truth. M.%any Instances of tuis might lie
gîven, whici go te prove that hie labors,
carrled on quictly, have been blessed te many
a home and many a heart ln thie field. Others
are earnestly seeklng after the truti, reading
thc Word and enqnlring as te Its meaalng.

Fiaanclally, itic resuits on the field may
net bie striklng, but this ls oniy oneaside of
tie question, and, after aIl, the least Import-
ant. Changes are taklng place In thc settie-
mente along tiec une wich caniiot but bene-
fît our cause. Patence and perseverance are
nccessary meantîme, and lu thc end we will
have reason for thankfulness. "'We shall reap
If we faint not."ý-Rev. AIlau Findlay.
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