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NATURE STUDT AT TME MACDOIUMM IIESTIUrg
By D. J. Dovu.s, Guelph, Ont.

Perbaps no more important educational problem has been
attempted ini recent years than that whicb was presented in the
Nature Study dspartment of the Macdonald Institute at Guelph
to tbe lais D>r. W. H. Miulrew, wbose unexpected deatb on
Oct 7th, igo4, &I the very begmnning ot the irst tern i n wbicb
a regular Nature Study class bad been enrolled, bas proved a
sernous los flot ouly to the Macdonald Instituts, but to educa-
tiomal progresi gsnerally in Canada. Prof. Lochbad, who uext
assumsd charge of the Nature Study departmneut, setting-to work
witb a definite aim, bas ably carried forward the work of bis

Regardiug tbe psychological value of the new study in the
developusut of cbuld intellect, <here us, I tbink, a general measure
of unauimity amoog educationil ivorkers. ht is when we turn
front ibis phase ot thie question Io the neessity of the teacber's
knowledge of Nature end the simpler esments of Science extend.
ing fer beyond that of thie cbild, in - order that the efforts of tb.
latter may ha best stimulated and direc,,ed, <bat the Swst note of'
discord ariies; and we fud our educators quietly taking sides.
On <lhe one band are arrave <boss wbo assert <bat a knowlsdge
of child-nature is by a&lé odds tbe primary requasite for the equip-
meut ot thie teacher of Nature Study. On the other-and bers
are smbattled thes staff of site Macdonald Iustituts-staud <boss
wbo bslieve <bat a kuowledge of' child-uature. wbile an elemeat of
ver great importance iu itself, must stili yield precedence <o a
knowledge ot <bat other nature wbicb is <o ha met witb in <ha
out-of-doors, aud upon <lhe regular working of' wbose laws tlie

oefar he b.uman race iuevitably dspendi..
Imbued with <bis conviction, thie staff early dirsctedl their

eforts towards placing the students ai mucli as Possible iu
direct contact witb Nature and particularly witb <boss objectsanmidp-a-ome- whicb lay readiest <o baud. This was sscured un two
ways (t) by &Ml ezcuruions, (à) by labora<orv work and lectures.
The field work proved in many ways perliaps thie Most in-


