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THI-E 1--LICAN.

Dom)iionlf u. .lfh.i>ltif Filreuttana.

0f ail ungainly bird, thc pelican (I'/c -u. thlU'i k/O'

Gme/ùz) scerns ta bc thc rnost wigainly and awkwvard. Its, hiuge
bcak with swollen gular pauch is so disproportioîîate %%hcn
carnpared %w ithi the small sizc of tlic hecad, while- the ilcad mid
beak together appear to cornpletely overbalanice the short squat
body. W'hen scen alive in woological garden.> its actions ar-e far
frarn graceful. Lt waddles about its %iiî nettinge:lou,
clurnsily rnovingr the head froin side tu side, and dipping fre-
(luentIy juta the miniature p)ondc, hoarsely screamiing-, and
hcavily flapping it> long w~ingb, the %ery emblem of uncouth
avkwardniess. Jt is, indeed, difficuit to rc.Ilise thiat thi, :,olitary
bird of the descrt hias any raceful features at -ill.

Such an impression is far frarn th,> truth. No doubt the
pelica-n resarts ta remaote waters, and >huns the cornptny of ian.
Out an the secluded lakes of the \ast prair-ie country or aloiîg
certain strctchcs af unfrcquented ri\ ers of the i:orth, it make.s its
haone. I had reccnitly thc opportunity eairl3y in Septeinber),
which few vibitors ta the bor-der of the B3arren Lt-nids (-aî forega,
af shoating thc Grand Rapids of tic Big SabkatLhicwan, and '<aw
an that accabion the pelican in its natural habitat. The Grand
Rapids, it is hiardly nccessary- ta say, accur just befare the noble
Saskatchewvan debouchies into Lake Winnipeg, towvardà the north
end of that lake. As aur spaciaus Yarl, boat, înanned by faur
swampy Cree Indians, danced daovn the swift current, buuncing
aver bailing whirlpaals, and plunging pabt bwirling eddics, ive


