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THE WORSE THE BETTER.

This is a paradox, the universal truth of which I would,.of cours,
no means veuture to affinn; but § think that, within rather wide liyd
it will be found correet.  When we contemplate either the ills whid
arce ecompelled individually to endure, or those by which society at gy
afflicted, we feel that we need all the encouragement and consolution
can be derived from any and {rom every source; and I think thy
maxim, “the worse the better,” is cupable of affording us somwe g
under a variety of anunoying, troublesome, and painful circumstances,

Tew of us, I suppose, are very partial to a severe winter. N
season is, to wultitudes, a source of ureat distress; thousands of w
men are thrown out of employment ; the price of coals rises; poar
are halfstarved; the number of applicants for purochial reliet is aug
ed; old persons wre cut off; weakly and consumptive persons ¢
stand before the ¢old ; sheep are baried in the swow ; the ties of i
carriage-wheels snap; and not a few bones are broken by falls upm
iey streets. I would be very easy to show that a good many eviis
a severe winter.  I3ut, on the other hand, an old proverb reminds v
“a green Yule makes a far kirk-yard.”  This may not be quite e
pos=ibly a severe winter is more fatal than a wild oue; still v d
do feel reatly invizorated by a sharp, cold season ; where there v
robust health, such a winter seems to be of wreat service.  And. waat
be the effeets of a severe winter upon the human constitutioa, i
generally believed that, unless it be very severe indecd, it hus 4
good cftect upon the hand —

«If the grass grow in Janiveer,
It grows the worse for't all the year.”

B

If, however, the physiciun ean prove that a severe winter is detrimens
the pub.ic heilth, and the agriculiurist can show that it Iy injurioasy
operations, 1 will nevertheless draw this conselation from such i
viz., that it makes the spring all the wmare welenne. It strikes me
the inhabitants of trophical countries have not mueh in their o
whereof to by over us. 16 they know nothinz of the severity of wi
it is hupussible for thew to experience the ex.quisite en oy went whichis
our hearts when we ean say—" Lo, the wiater is past; the flower 4
on the cirth, and the tiwe of the sinzing of birds is come.”  And s
paradox, ©the worse the better,” may help to clicer us in the cold v
weather.

Sometimes this paradox is truc of great public calamitics.  The &
Loundon, in the year 1666, burned down fivesixthis of the eity. w
with reies a space more than a mile lons and half & wile brosd,
destroyed property worth from ten to tweive nillions steriing.  Toe
Individuals that catastrophe was eomwercial destruction ; but it
tolerably clear that no”piece o good fortuns that ever gladdend
hearts of the citiz- ns was of 5o great and valuable service as that fir
fire. The city was soon re-built, not exactly in the best style pes
but in a style tiat was a great hnprovement upon the previeus s
things; the streets were not made wide enough, but they were
wider than they had been before; and instead of the wean and wr



