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every Christian, is bound to live and 1a- not only with reason, but also with Serip-
bour for the conversion of sinncrs, and ture. A man to whom God has given
the advancement of the glory of God — much, onght plainly to give much to God;
Loud and aflecting are the calls which —not an unmissed mite or a trifling con-
are addressed 1o us from almost every tribution, such as might be expected from
part of the world, to send the heralds of a poor man, but a contribution bearing
the cross, and save souls from death.— a fair and just proportion to his mecans
Dare we then refuse compliance with and ability. ‘This rule was laid down by
these calls, and suffer immoital souls to Moses, when Lc said, “ Every man shall
erish for lack of kuowledge, while we give as ke is able, according to the bless-
Eave it in our power to send them the ing of the Lord thy God which he hath
knowledge of Christ, whom to know is given thee” (Dent. xvi. 17). Aund the
eternal life 7 Shall we shut our carsand apostle Paul says 1o the same effect—
our hearts to the ery of perishing milli- ¢ Upon the first Jay of the weck let eve-
ons, ¢ Come over, and help ug,” and cokl- ry one of you lay by him in store, asGod
Iy and selfishly say like Cain, “Am Imy hath prospered hir” (1 Cor. xvi, 2)—
brother’s keeper Y7 We could vot staned Bt while the rich ought to give largely
by, aud see a brother dying of hunger, and liberally “unto the offerings of
if we had bread to give him. The feel- God,” the poor are not excmpted from
ings of our nature would revolt from such the obligation.  Iven the poor widow
aspectacle.  Andis it nclhing then for must uet be deprived of the luxury of do-
the soul to dic eternally, of spivitual hun- in:x good 5 but if she has the ability and
ger,—* a famine of the Word of Ged ¥” the dcesive fo share in the work, she is
and shall we, who have it in our power encourared 1o pat her hand to it.  And
tosend the bread of life, shut up onr the working man, whose lot is a life of
bowels of compassion, and refuse our “toil, is not only to provide for his own
help to those who ave living withont Gol subsistence: but he'is also enjoined by
and without- hope, and hastenin onward the apostle to ¢ Iabour, working with his
to a miscrable and undone ecternity ? hands the thing which is good, ihat he
“How shall they call on him in whom may have @ gice to him that needeth”
they have not believed ? and how shall (Eph. iv. 25) ; ¢ remembering the words
they believe in him of whoia they lave of the Yord desus, how he said, Itisme e
notheard ? and how shall they hear with- blessed to give than to recet ¢” (Acts xx.
out & preacher? and how shall they 83).
preach except they be sent 77 In acting according to this rule, the
2 The rULE of giring. poor man has no reason to be ashamed
The rich man must give “ou/ of kis of his small offering, und the rich man
&lundance,” and the poor mah out of %is has no reason to be proud of his costly
poverty,—cach according to his means, ofiering; for if they give in proportion
and in proportion to his ability. Both to their respective means, then they are
classes alike are bound fo sapport gospel discharging  their several duties, and
ordinances in our own land, and missi- there is a perfect equality between them.
onary operations in foreizn lands; and For example, if a gencrous fricad gives
for the prosecution of these *works of me £100, and gives my ncighbour only
faith and labows of love,” the rich and 100 shiilimgs, and commands us both to
the poor must “meet together,”in fyiend- devote a fenth pat to the promotion of
y and active co-operation ¢ The Lord lus intervest;—then, if I give my £10,
is the Maker of them all,” and the Giver while my peighbour gives only his 1¢
of all they possess; and they are bound shillings, 1 have no reason to glory over
to give back to God a portion of'Lis own, him, but in that casg he stands on a foo'-
to spread the gospel, and save soulsfrom ing of perfect equality with me. It was
death. No ome hasa 1ight to say, “1 on this principle, that our Saviour ap-
can do what I will with my own No- proved so highly of the conduct of the
thing i3 our own, with respect to God: poor widow. lle had scen the rich.con-
but all we have is his property, and we tribute large and munificent offerings 5
are merely his stewards, to whom he has but they had made no_sacrifice in doing
given the solemn charge, % Occupy till I so, and they had not given to God in pro-
come.” No man indeed is expected to portion to what God had given to them;
give according to what hé hath not, but and therefore he bestowed his commen-
cvery man is expected and commanded dation, not on then:, Lut on the poor wi-
to give according to what he hath. This dow—* Of a truth 1 say uuto you, that
rulg of proportion is abviously accordant, this poor widow hath cast in MORE thau



