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“The chapters of the draft were apportion-
fal &mong sub-committees, who made a care-
of ®Xamination, comparison and verification
whi those sections of existing Statutes,

ch are noted in the draft as having un-
ergone any changes in arrangement or lan-
g’uage,.as having been repealed, or in regard
Whl.Ch any change is suggested by the

:nmmsioners.”

of g € general arrangement and execution
'® proposed consolidation and revision
Ven,im the opinion of the Committee, con-
ent and satisfactory.”
th © Commissioners having thus performed
® Work entrusted to them, Messrs. Wilson
of F érguson, who had been members there-
l;w_’th Mr. A. Power, of the Department of

Stice, and a barrister of the Province of
a ‘;;78 S_cotia ; and Mr. J. G. Aylwin Creighton,

arrigter of the Province of Quebec, the

W Clerk of the Senate, were instructed by
oy ® Government, after the close of the Ses-

D of 1885, to incorporate the Public Gen-
) wr:lkActs of that Session with the reported

T Of.the Commission, to superintend its
lation into French, and generally to
Pare it for publication.

n © French version was prepared by Mr.
™Solles, chief French translator to the

o L .
N U8 of Commons, or under his immediate
Upervision,

It Was found, however, that it would not
limlt’l?ﬂslble to have the work ready for pub-
next on bfafore the commencement of the then

~8esgion : and on the 31st December, 1885,
. © Bentlemen last named made the follow-
Teport ;—

]"S‘l’;‘ flg;wumue the Minister of Justice of Canada :—
from ,yo Teuant to the instructions which we received
Hit(eq l‘)‘- we have incorporated with the draft sub-
rovi ¥ the Commissioners appointed to consolidate
Vise the Statutes of Canada, such of the Aots
during the last session of Parliament as appear-
and g, It’ll;oper subjects for consolidation therewith,
the Joint(}: amendments suggested in the report of
ons app; mmittee of the Senate and House of Com-
the exw’:}nted las.t session to consider that draft. In
the !"': 1on of this work we have adhered closely to
the pere W and rules adopted by the Commissioners in
o h:!'m&nce of the duties assigned to them.
tiong g, t‘: algo carefully revised, and mada the addi-
by the 1o e Seh‘edules to the report, rendered necessary
Dleteq ¢ gislation of last session, and we have com-
@ ohronological and analytical table, showing
Mmanner each Act of Canada, and of each of

Pre,

the Provinces, which relate to matters within the con-
trol of Parliament, have been dealt with by the Com-
missioners and by ourselves.

‘We have also in course of preparation for publica-
tion, according to your instructions, a collection of all
the statute law of a public general nature, relating to
subjects within the legislative authority of the Parlia-
ment of Canada, now in force, but which in the opinion
of the Commissioners could be more conveniently dealt
with in this way than by consolidation.

Ottawa, 318t December, 1885.

This report was accompanied by a draft of
the work in its then state, which was laid
before Parliament, submitted to a Joint Com-
mittee of both Houses, and reported with
amendments, and being approved by Parlia-
ment as 80 amended, the Act now 49 Vict. c.
4, was passed, authorizing the Governor-
General to cause such Public General Acts
of the Session as he should deem praper to
be incorporated with it, and to bring it into
force on and after such time as he should
appoint.

The work as now published consists of one
hundred and eighty-five Acts, each forming
a chapter, on some subject within the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of the Dominion Parlia-
ment; and printed separately with the Royal
Arms and the imprint of the Queen’s Print-
ers, and from stereotype plates kept by him,
so that he can furnish copies of any required
Act or number of Acts, or the Acts relating
to any subject or class of subjects can be
taken out of the volumes and bound or
stitched separately, a great convenience to
professional men or officers of departments,
or others, requiring to havethe Statute Laws
on any matter in a handy and portable form.

In this portion of their work the Commis-
gioners have followed generally the order
and lines of the Consolidated Statutes of the
old Province of Canada, and of Upper and
Lower Canada, and have indicated at the
end of each gection the sources from which
it has been taken or derived, thus affording
easy means of finding the date at which any
provision became law, a facility not given in
the Revised Statutes of the Maritime Pro-
vinces or British Columbia; and they have
also here given effect to the provision in
their commission empowering them to col-
lect and classify Provincial enactments still
in force on subjects under the exclusive ju-
risdiction of Parliament, by inserting such



