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This exam;nation of the two preceding epochs iii the preservation of 'thxe
Sacred Scripturca leada us up -to the third, deeply impressed iif the import-
annce of the subject, and botter prepared to appreciate the significance of

TIIE FORMATION 0F THE 13RITISII AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

Thxis institution is one of the moat vital fadas, and one of the moat power-
fuI factors of the Nineteenth Century. MWitliout parallel for the magnitude
of its operations, the catholicity of its aima;- the simplicity of its constitu-
tion ; and the bene6icent character of its work.

The causes tliat led to its formation wiere the vide spread Revivals of the
Eightcentli Century, under the labours of the Wesleys, \Vhitfield, Toplady,
and Simneon. Witlî this extensive awvakeniingr arose the Modern Missionary
spirit and enterprîse, aud the formation of Missionary Societies-ini the sam~e

coninection the M~odern wabtiShoetrrs as inuuatdb Robert
the century; and the best work they did was to lift the curtain and make
]<nown how vide spread tha destitution was in the ignorance of the people,
fihe great acarcity of copies of the Word of God, and the eagerness of the

people to read and possess these Scriptures for theiuwelves. This destitution1
vs feit in Wales more deeply than in Britain ; but, su far as we cani Pee, the
dearth?3f copies of the Scriptures ivas as great for the population. 1r. Charles,

Iof Bal', led the way in seeking te, grapple with this great necessity ; the reÈuit
vias a meeting in London, the logic of events hurried these men on-the Bible
for Wales-why not include Eng«,land?7 and this holy purpose widenedl into the
breadth of Christ's CoIfliiESson-c ALL TEE WORLD "-Britir.h and Foreign.

In the Fcarth Century -,opies were buried in sepulchres fromn the wrat of
the destroyer. ln thxe Sixteenth Century it. vas resoued from, the entomb-
nient of an apostolie church. And now,in the spirit of thxe powerful awaken-
ing, and juat as the church is coming out of some bewilderment of emnotion
intu thec deep purpose of herfresh life, vie shall give the Bible te the race, in
aIl the languages and dialecta of the children of men. The firat confliet vias
viith fihe brute force of a cruel Paganisin ; in the second conflict it vas tixe
suprenxacy of conscience and conviction confronting humait dictation and
idolatrous rites of worship. But nov the battle is for1glt., y..ar by year
wieapons of conflict are being surrendered by fthe enemy, and fthe providence
of G od ia melting these instruments of viar-turning thema into plougix-shares
and pruning hooks-and this tried, sure, converting Word of God is being
pat viithin the leacli of aIl, at the rate of TwolfMillions and a Baîf per year. 1

The Britishx and Foreign Bible Society, the American Bible Society, &o.,
constitute the true ..Ecurrenical 'Council, gathered around " The, Oracles of
thxe Living God."

The vital principle of its Constitution is reverence for, and faitix in, thei
Word of God-" The Word of God viithout note or comment," save, the
various establishied. readinga c(,ntainecl in fthe çadued manuscripts-on those
twa principles universal co-operation is invited, anmd lias beeii secured tu au

I extent that greatly exceeda fltcenxost sanguine expectationa. On 3iarch 7th,
i1804-a signal year in nxany respecta-in this year Napoleon I. seized fthe
imnpeiial"sceptre, and England feared invasion, and insecurity was everywhere i
foît, maeiî'a hearta failing fhem for fear-in flua same yesr Pope ?ius the VII.
carne to, Paria to the inaugural ceremunies uf Bonaparte, but "fthe Xingduux
of God comefh not wiifh observation -"-a few men thaf met at the London
Tavern-the Society that ivas organized in the presence of Three Hundred
pera-ons-moat of themi the then despined Dissenters. In due titne fthe greatt
unes of the eartlx carne tu du honuur and render help in fthe mvork of tixe
Society, but they were not at the digging of the foundation, and fixe setfing

but a goodly cliild, yet destined f0 lead the world Axt of bondage, te Mount
Zion the city of fthe Living Gud. Like Jesus in the manger in swaddling


