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SHEEP AND SWINE.
EARLY LAMBS. o

Tho Massachusetts Ploughman says : To
those who understand the business, and have
buildings arranged for it, carly lambsare pro-
fitable; but to those who do not understand
the business or do not have good quarters for
the sheep, it is anything but profitable.

To have early lambs do well they must not
be expoced to the cold winds, nor must they
be kept in such confined quarters that the air
is not good. Sheep are animals that do not
take kindly to closeconfinement ; they need the
pure air and sunshine for health, and should
always have quarters provided_them where
they can go out in the open air whenever the
weather is fair; bub during cold weather the
yard should be protected from the coid winds,

- When the weather is not fair they should have
plenty of room under cover; for a sheep in
cold weather should not be“exposed to either
rain or snow, especially if they have lambs.
Having provided good healthy quarters for
the sheep, ample-provision should be made for
thelambs, They should be kept under cover
where there are nosudden changes of temper-
ature, until they are old enough to withstand
the cold. The keeper can casily judge when
his time comes. Some lambs may be stronger
than others and may be given the liberty of
the yard younger, but no lambs are so strong
that it is safe to let them run out in very ¢old
weather without being continually looked
after, for to baveZearly lambs do weli they
must not be permitted to ges chilled ; in fact,
they must be kept in a comfortable condition
all the time, or they will stop growing.

Sheep that have lambs in January or Feb-
ruary should be fed in a manner to keep them
in the best of health’and also”in good flesh;
for to have the lambs grow}fast they must
have plenty of good healthy milk in large

. quantities, which is only obtained by having
healthy well-kept mothers. .Good sweet hay
must be the principal reliance for keeping the
sheep, but grain in_moderate quantities may
be used to advantage; how fmuch to each
sheep must’be varied according to the quality
ot vhe hay, and’the condition and peculiarity
of each sheep. In fact, the profitable raising
of early lambs _cannot be’done by any rules,
but only by an intelligent keepor, who, by
experience, is master of his business.

LINCOLN SHEEP.

The Lincoln sheep are comparatively a rare
breed in the United States. They" are the
largest breed known, under exceptional cir-
cumstances dressing up to ninety pounds per
quarter. At two years old "they are recorded
to have dressed one hundred and sixty pounds.
They require good care and plenty of succu-
lent food. .hey have been introduced in
some sections of the West and into Canada,
and are reported as being well liked, but
further time is needed to fully establish their
complete adaptability to our Western climate.
Other long woolled sheep, as the Cotswold and
the largur of the Downs, are giving good sat-
isfaction, and there seems no good reason w.. 14
these ;will"not, on ouvr flush pastures with

‘ ,soulzle succulent food in winter, do exceedingly
well,

In England fourteen pounds of wool has
been sheaved asa first clip from alot of thirty
yearling wethers, the same averaging ono
hundred and forty pounds each, live weight,
at fourteon months old. They have been

4 known in the United States since 1833, and

their long, lustrous flecces, measuring nine
inchesin longth, are the perfection of combing
wool.

The Lincolns, originally, were large, coarse,
snd with ragged, oily fleeces and havd feeders.
The improved Lincolns were made by judi-

“cious crosses of Leicester rams, careful selec-

tion and good feeding, and in England their
wool has now o separate class at the fairs.

COOKED V3. RAW FOOD FOR PIG
FEEDING.

Prof. Brown, of the Ontario Agricultural
College, offers the following opinion on'a
much disputed point: The present practice
with the greater number, in any country, 1
believe, is to prepare food for pigs either by
steeping, steaming, or boiling, under the be-
lief that cooking in any shape is better than
giving in the raw state. I am not at present
prepared to say definitely what other kinds of
food may do raw or cooked, withpigs or other
domesticated animals, or how the other ani-
mals would thrive with peas or corn, raw or
boiled; but I now assert on the strongest

possible grounds—by evidence indisputable,’

again and again proved by actual trials, in
various temperatures, with a variety of the
same animals, variously conducted—that for
fast and cheap production of pork, raw peas
aro fifty per cent. better than cooked peas or
Indian corn in any shepe.

THE DOWN BREEDS OF SHEEP.

To make & poor pun, one may truthfully say
the “ Down " breeds of shecp ars on the top now.
There are many more Merinos in this country
than of all the middle-wool breeds combined,
and there is much interest in them. The long-
wool breeds have their decided partisans; but the
various breeds called “Downs” are apparently
most rapidly rising in favour. We are glad to
have so enthusiastic praise of the Southdowns,tin
recent numbers, by breeders of these, perhaps
one of the most perfect-formed of all breeds; but
it must not be understood that the South-
down has the field to itsnlf. The Oxford Downs
are being strongly pushed as combining most of
the merits of the long-1 col sheep with the good
quality of the Southdowns. In England the
Hampshire Down has been cailed the *‘coming
sheep,” and certainly the record the breed has
made in the South of England, especially in the
way of producing lambs reaching enormous
weights early in the season, is marvellous. It ocan
be retorted, however, that whatever may be the
* coming sheep,” Shropshire sheep have, in Eng-
and Scotland, already *come,” and promise to
stay. This breed is now the most widely popular
sheep in England and Scotland. Lacking per-
haps the beauty and remarkable finish of the
Southdown, and probably not equalling it in fine-
ness of matton ; reared, usuelly, in & more north.
ern climate, it doss not quite equal the Hampshire
in great weights for lambs early in the serecon,
and does not reach tho size of the Uxford Downs.
It has, however, good size; is hardy, unusually
prolifio, and gives a good fleece of good wool,
while its mutton is nearly of the highest quality,
80 near that there is found little or no diffcrence
in price between it and that for the muttcn of the

best of the black-legged breeds. For consider-
able sections of the country wo believe that some
of these Down breeds have adaption superior to
that of any other class of sheep.

PROSPECTIVE DEMAND FOR WOOL
AND MITTON.

Will there ever be less wool or mutton |
wanted por capita than now ? No, Is the
wool and mutton product keeping pace with
increase of population? It is probable that
itis not. Will sheep and wool therefore be
less remunerative in the years to come than
now? Certainly not. As the inhabitants of
a country increase, meat prices increase, be-
cause meat is in thickly settled countries al-
ways one of the most costly articles of food.
As prices increase, the masses seek the cheaper
kinds. Mutton is one of the cheapest. Hence,
as population increases, it must be in other
countries adapted to sheep as in England, that
the popular taste will incline that way. Itis
50 in all the thickly-settled districts of Europe;
it is becoming more and more so from decade

to decade in the United States. The use of ;
wool will certainly not decline. It is becom- 7}

ing more and more sought year by year.
Hence those who earliest pay attention to
those breeds of sheep adapted to their locali- ;
ties, in connection with other stock, will earl-
iest reap the full reward of their endeavours.
‘—Breeder's Qazette, Chicago.

SHEEP ON SMALL FARMS.

——

Within the last few years increased atten- :
tion is being paid to sheep, as mixed farming !
is more and more found to be profitable. The
time has undoubtedly come when every far-
mer should turn his attention more and more
to sheep. But a new generation has sprung
up. They wish to know how to manage
sheep in connection with other stock. They
wish to know what breeds and crosses are
adapted to special localities and markets.
This we hope to show in a general way, not,
however, so much where sheep are the leading
interest on the faam, as for that great class of
farmers to whom a thickly settled country
has caused & more and more diversified agri-
culture to become profitable.

THE old hogs will fatten faster confined in
a pen, but they will stand feeding Jonger if al-
lowed to range. Feeding whole grainis al-
ways attended with a loss of from one-fourth
to one-third, as itis not masticated sufficiently
todigest. Cooking saves this loss; grain may
be cooked whole and when cooked and mixed
with potatoes, apples, pumpkins or other
lighter foods it is in the best form to be fed.
The grinding (one-tenth) is saved and it can
all be turned into growth. It is more palat-
able than soaking. When fed raw, corn
should be in the ear, and if unhusked the pigs
will eat it slower and chew it better. This is
what is wanted in fattening animals to put
food in the condition sc that it will all be ab-
sorbed in the stomach, or thereisaloss. Give
the hogs plenty of bedding so as to make lots
of manure.

« How nicely the corn pops,” said a young
man who, with his sweetheart, sat before the
fire. “Yes,” she responded demurely, “it’s

got over being green.”
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