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T H-E lectars ofiToronîto replied %vith an cmplhatic"Na" wvhen asked the other day ta vote
moncy far the establishmient ai an inebriate asylum.
One explanation given for thîcir refusai is that the>'
are flot sufficienitly ducatcd ta sec the useflulticss ai
suchi an institution. A more likel> tlîeory is thtat
they are sa wveil educatcd that they sec clearly the
ab-tirdit), ai licensisig a traffic to male drunkards
and then taxing sober citizens ta take cane ai theni,

T~IFFI-ICULTIES.' A column wvll bc apenied"D. for the answenîng ai questions toucbing
theological. biblical and expencimeittal difficulties, by
anc competeîît ta the task, as soan as %-e have a
sufficicitt numnber in lîancL And it wvll be continued
ever>' alternate wvcek if need be. This will bc a fea-
turc af intercst, ve doubt not, ta man>' ai aur mad-
ers. Man>' bave questions they would likc ta ask in
the above provinces. This section will assume the
farm ai a Question Dra',ver.

A RCHDI-ACON'lNcKAY-'SIITII has a highîl>
iiteresting article ini the current number of

Ilaipars iMont/z/y on" The Clemgy and the Tmes."
Illustrating the wcll-kniown iact that man>' good
sermons are spailt by being made five minutes too
long, lie says: " We nia>'be glad ta sail with an
agrceable frieîîd up ta the vcry licadwvaters ai the
Hudson, but it does riat neccssarily folloiv that %ve
care ta poong aur voyage thraugli the Erie Canal."
Wcll put. The Erie Canal mîust scemenit'n> tame andr
tediaus aiten a sail up the hudson. Sa do a dreary
string ai cominonplaccs at Uhe enîd ai a gaod ser-
mati. 1-ow aiten do tvc hear gaod people sa>-
What an effective sermon that would have been if
he hiad just stopped at-?

' ' ISis a British Columbia %vinter." "«lTis is'THIaSCalifornîia wintem." '"This is a Flanida
ivinter" Sucli tvene sanie ai the expressions lieard
on the lips of many a iev days aga. Mie ncply ai
most Canadiatîs would bc, 'Well, if that be 50 1 do
not wisli ta litre in British Columbia, or California, or
Flonida." The constitution ai the typical Canadian
requires a easonable amaunt ai irost as certainly as
the business ai Canadians requîmes a foot or ttvo ai
snow. The unusually mild tveatber af the carl>'
part ai tlîis tinter wtas pîcasant enaugli in some
tvays, but theme tvas a general>' expmessed opinion
that it tvas not the kind ai wcather for us. Clear,
crisp, frosty tveather is the kind tve nced for health
and business. The tvarm, duli, nain>' hoiidays that
bave just passed shîould teacli us nat ta scold Sa nîuch
about aur climate.

THE Cristiaz-at- WrK hbas this ta say ta theTcroakers tvho constant!>' tell us thiat the
Protestant religion is dying out in the United States:

According ta the latest rliable statistics, the growth af the
Evangelical churches in the United States for the first seventy
years o hhs century-that is, from i 8oo to 1870-was inani-
fested in an increase Of 64,000 church buildings, and an in-
creaSe ai 45,000 mTinisters, and aven six millions of members.
But for the sixteen years, from 1870 ta î886, there has been
an increase of 42,Oao chur hes, 36,000 minis-ters, and nearly
six million af memnbers. This shows that up ta the present
time (1870 ta t1888), a period af eighteen years, the church bas
increased mare in ministers and members than during the
seventy years preceding. It is believed that the Evangelîca!
churches now numben 1.3i,000 churches, 87,000 ministers,
and over twelve millions af members. Fram al af which it
would seemn that Protestant Christianity 15 flot Iosing ground
ini this country. But wve doubt if even this will satisfy sorte
shallow mLîds, or silence their silly croak.
Of course it won't. lTe iact that the Protestant
chiurch bas incrcascd more ini the last eighteen years
than in the sevent>' befare the eigliteen, isnathing ta
a cbranic croaker. His business is ta coak. Hie is
sublimel>' indifferent»ta iacts and figures.

tM1fl CANADA ?RESBYT1tRIAtl.

'T H-ERE arc twcnty-foun Prcsbytemian Churches
Iin Tronta, including the Rncfiïînîed, theu Iii-

dependent, anîd the twno Mission Cîtunches. The
"'dimfculty " about clecting a precentor in Uic " Re-
iormcd "-Carîtoti Street-lias neceived more atten-
tion latcly frmn the' city press thian aIl the wvork, thiat
is being donc. by the othier twenty-tlirec. Is iat be-
cause Chmristian people hîkec better ta rcad about
"difficulties ' titan about goad %work? Tîtere arc

tvciity-seven àMethadist Ch'îrches ini the cit>'. Tue
%vretcied tvranigie in the Western Metlodist Chutrch
lias accttpied pcnlîaps tentimes as muchi space in the
city prcs5dunîng thcpast iewv tveks,, as ail tlieChristian
tvark thiat is being donc b>' thte t%%veuty-six Cliurchîes
thiat have liasensatian. Tue 'decoctioi" tliat tuiecx-
pastor is said ta bave kcpt ini lus boat bouse in MMus-
koka is a matter ai ian more importance ta thie enîter-
pising reporter titan thte Homec and Foreîgîî Missiaon
tt-ark of aieiMetliocd îst Churcli. ln fact that - dccoc-
tion," iviîethemreal or irnaginar>', promnises ta toiwer
up abave the Federation question. Thiere is sorte-
tiîing wrong samcwhlierc. Is it tvîth thete cwspapcrs,
an the mediîig public, or bath ?

PDROMINENCE brings same serious draw-
Ibacks. Tie Mctltodist preaciers of anc or

twao cities lu tie West are aiter tîtat good Pesbytcr-
ian eider, ]3cnjanin Harrison, IPrcsident-elect af the
United States. Thîey tvant him ta promise tlîat lie
wiii have n ri. ancinig iii the White floutse at lus in-
-tu gtration. \Ve lave ia ncahllectiomi ai the iact
tlîat they troubled amîy ai the late Metltocist P)resi-
dents ini tlat %va>'. Possibi>' the), cxpect a solid
Irsbyterian l'nesident ta condtîct lus hiausciold
affiairq on a lghtlen planie titan an>' ai thie Metha-
dist Presidents did. Tibeir expectations mi), bc rea-
lized. The h'esbytcrans, too, or rathier a few aif
thîcmi, arc giviig 1\m. lHarrison a little worry. A
Washington congregattuti lias wvrittcn ta hirm asking
him ta '" take a pei%." It is said that wthen lie goos
ta, Wtashingtoni he intu.nds ta judiciotisly " dîstribute
iilisei" aven tlirec or fouir congregations, so tlîat lie
mav avoid theetttlgar crovdwdthîo go ta cbîîrchî ta
gaze at the Presiduiît and lits fainfl>'. t us a put>'
ta iakze a " rounider " of a good elder like Geticral
Harrison. Ail thie saine, it is ainnotnced thiat on Sab-
bath Day lic inter.ds to - distribute lus p ' liwltcn
lie gaes ta \Vasbiîgton. An ordinary inortal shoulid
bc tîtankitil that lie does not îîeed ta - dîstribute lus
persan " cveny Sabbathî.

TH-E feeling is bccoming pretty gencral iun1'res-
Tbyteniani circies an the othuer side ai the lune

that the Union ai the Northermi and Southern
Cliurcies is bing delayed b>' a fetv clergynmen on
bath sides wh'osc motives ion apposiîîg Unionu arc
mainly persanal. Tliene is nia canti>' ne-asotu, and
certain1>' no heavenly one, %vliy thiese twvo bodies
shauid nat be united at once, unlcss the aid tvar-fecl-
ing is a reasan. Everybod>' knoivs that bath bodies
traveiled beyond the letter ai thie Standards, if nat
bcyond tlîeim spirit in the deliverances given imme-
diately before or durnîg the Civil War. No matter
wlîat thie Confession says on the sttbjcct, Chuniclies
uill in tumes ai national excitement and penrd, pass
upon subjccts that arc îîot distimîctivel>' spirituial. If
bath Churchies did it, xhat is the use lu hair-splitting
about the matter now. It is aleged thiat severai of
the leaders on bath sides allotv aid antipathies ta in-
fluence tiîemt against Union, anîd the question is bc-
ing askced on ail sides liov long the pensonal
ambitions and antipathies ai tliese nmen arc ta be
allowed ta keep the Cîturclies apant. Te people
ivill risc in a body some day sooti and brusli aside
the obstnuctianists. Ministers arc ilever in a marc
dangerous position tItan wben biacking the progrcss
ai people lu tue path of dut>'. They should iead the
people, and wlicn Uic>' abstruct iîîstead ai leadiuîg,
tîteir useiulness is gante.

SHOULD TIIERE BE A PRES/3VFERIANV
L ITUROG Y.

T11E plain and simple forni Prcsbytcnianwtor-
Tship lias for genicratians conmnendcd itsclf ta

thie understanding and affection ofia steadil>' increas-
ing number ai people. The idea is now pretty much
discarded thiat ouI>' to Scotclîmen and Nantih ai
Ireiand people can Prcsbytçrian ioms aifwNvship
have an>' special attractions. The attempt ta repre-
sent the present systeni ai Knox or Calvin, and we
ma>' add the systeiniai Augustine andi the Apostie
Paul, as ouI>' ftting for a rude people utterl>' devoid
ai ail artistic facult>' and ail refined taste, brings no
discredit té those at tvhom it is leyellcd , it only ne-
flects the narrowncss or dishonesty ai those tvho

ttANUARYlitb, xISg.

have thc temcrity to exaît their own superior re6ine-
tuent and awsthetic cndowments at the exPcnsc Of
thecir brethircn îvho ncithcr feel the humiliation and
inferiority which somne vcry extra superfine people
profess ta deplore.

Tîterc iç nlo pecial menit in extreme plainness
atiri çimplicity of dîurch adornment and service an>'
mgire thain there i in splendid decoration and elabor-
ate ritual. The 1'resbytcrian may warship as fully
iii qpirit and iin trutlî, in spite oi the plainnecss of bis
sanlcttar%', and the simplicity of bis devotional forms.
Sri may the clevnttFpkicopalian render acceptable
hoînage ta the 1-earer and the Answercr of Prayer,
ini -pite oi Uic gorgeous itual that mighit tend to dis-
tract ratbcr than aid thec warshipper. Much depcnlds
on1 ass;ciaitioti. Those who have bcen trained to thc
u.se ar liturgical forms% and accustomcd to thecin al
tlieir clays nîlighit iaturally bc expccted to chicrisli a
dccided prcicrence for sucli accessories aof orship.
So in like manner the grave, swect melady, Uic fer-
vent ind direct priyoc~ni Ufihe -anctuary may have a
charmn that %vill autlive iin Uhc înemory ail subsequ eut
changes in the experience af those whose first assa-
sociationus verc fostercd in thc plain and unadorncd
rural Presbyteriati Church.

That thcrc is a tcndency ini the direction af
adopting -,y-bolic and impressive formq af worship
ks plain It rnay bc traced iin the etitire hiistory
oi the Cliriktian Church. The effort at artistic
adornument is iot conined to scasons af outwvard
peacc and prosperity, and wlihen Iuxury invites to
display both ini the Cliurch and in the %vorld. In thc
Church in the Roman catacombs, whlen Christians
werc drivcn b>' persccution to underground recesses,
they adorned the ivalls of tlieir primitive sanctuaries
wvith the emblemnatic devices that have been repro-
duced luin ur own time as tcstimnonieq to the unity
of the Christian fiaith and hope ini every age. Bce-
tvcen the gorgcous sýccniic qpiendour of modern High
Churchisin and the entire absence af ail decoration
iihicil markec Uie Prcsbytcrianismn of an carlier time
tlhere is a %vide gulf. In ail extrenics there is danger,
an~d surcly there may bc round here as elscevhca
golden meati. Thiat the place %vherc God is wvor-
,sippicd should iin somne dcgrce be worthy oi the

e'.tdpurpose for wvhich it ký dedicated is now gexi-
erally recolZnizedl. and there i- an effort to make the
FlIouse of God attractive. These efforts, however,
should bc conditionecl by other considerations than
a desire nîcrcly to autvie a ncighbouring congrega-
tion. Tlicre is more tlian enough i of che wridly
spirit i the Church without the introduction of a
spirit of ungenerous rivaîr>' îvlich cannot have a
g«ood influence on the spirituial nature of tliose wvho
cherisli it. The urgent necds of multitudes both nt
home and abmoad forbid lavishi expenditure on churcbi
eclific.-s, and ail the more imperatively %vwhcn these
grand structures are wveighicd down with a burden-
saine dcbt. In thiese, as ivclI as in athen respects
God requires mcrcy and not sacrifice.

In somc of the Presbyterian Clîurchecs there are
sigîls that an agitation is beginning in favour ai a
liturgical service. Rittualism ini aiîy section of the
Presbyterian Clîurch is as yet ver>' modest and very
moderate in its desines. Sa it bas been in ever>'
Chutrcli at finst. Its elabomation has been the wark
ai tirne, but in every instance wvlere it bas been iiitro-
duced it lias shown itself passcssed ai nemankable
potvers ai expansion.The introduction ai iturgi-
cal forms in the Presbyterian Church wvould not
satisi>' the super-oesthctic cavings ai those wvli long
for onate forins ai wansliip. Even rigid and order-
loving Presbyterianism -%vould fail ta inoderate

itualistic ambition. Some urge thie neading ai the
prayems because their finer sensibilities are hurt b>'
thc rude anîd inaccurate petitians ai plain Presbyters,
and it must be coniessed tlîat there are some wvho
tliink, that tieme vould be an elevation in tone and a
greater degree ai respectability in the use ai a liturgy.

A question ai muchi more importance is, Would
the introduction ai reading set iorms of prayer in-
crease the spirit ai devation ini the Church, and help
ta niake the péople more spiritually minded ? If .

that cauld bc satisfactorily answered in the affirma-
tive, it wauld be a strang point in its favour. But
this ma>' be more than doubted. It migbt bc wcll ta
give greater attention than is nav given ta make the
services ai the Churchi more campletel>' devotiortal
than is now the case. Ministers have concentrated
thîcir attention almost too exclusively ta the sermon,
and tao littie ta the purely devotional partions of
the services. With care, thoughit, and preparatian,
much might be donc ta imprave this mast important
part oi public worship, mucli ta clevate and spiritua-
lize the affections ai the worshippers, much ta ren-
dem the service more acceptable ta Hin ta homn the
homage is ofiered. When efforts have been made in
this direction antd have failed, then the tume ma>' have
came for tlhe consideration ai a Presbyterian liturgy,,
but manifestly the tirne bas nat yet corne. -*


