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BISMARCK.

To ascribe to hun the astuteness of a Maclnavelli, or even
of a Talleyrand, is to give him credit for, or perhaps to give
him the discredit of, qualities which he does not possess.
Ilis strength is the strength of a man who kuows what he
wants, and who, having in years past played very boldly
fur high stakes, has h:\ppcncd to win, and, having won, is
strong cnough to hold his own, In 1866 Pance Bismarck
nisked everything, even the loss of his head, but he justified
the proud words which he flung at the head of the Prussian
Parliament, when, for the sake of the army, he broke the
law} and told the members that within 2 year an indem-
nity would be voted.  Swce that viciory he has been su.
preme1n Lurope, and in a pesition to have little accasion
for the use of diplomatic artifice. It 1s now, and perhaps
w the last years of his hie, that, through the growth of the
military power of Russia and of France, and thiough the
recent reveiations of Austrian mihitary weakness, Prince Bis
marck will be called upon to make more senons diplomatic
eflorts than he has ever yet had occasion 1o put forth.  Those
who look upon him as a type man of the race must regres
the neuralgia and the indigesion, because, above all, he isa
strong man, and an almost ideal representative of Prussian
power. ‘The story of the interview at tive o'clock in the
mormng, n which the completion of the evacuation ar.
rangements of the treaty of Fraukfort was brought about
after much dehiberation over a jug which contained chame
pagne, porter and vanous fortns of ardent spints, blended
witha red-hot poker by the German Chancellor, and swal.
lowed with a wiy face by the Frenchman for his counntry’s
sake, is less faanliar than the story of the Ferneres .
terview, as tecounted by M, Jules lavre, ana 1s perhaps
avt one of digmty, but it s one uf thuse which complete
the figure of the man, and 1 sepeat that the neuralina and
other ailments of Prance Bismarck detract somewnat from
that triumph of Prussia which he persomit s Une of
those paraduxes which pussibly some day may come to
look less like a paradox than it does at present vould
consist in the confident assertion that Prince Bivmarck after
all was much such a man as ins own sun, who 1s well
known in this country. Count Herbert Bismarck—that is,
less an old-fashioned statesman than a sirong and very le-
cided person, knowing exactly what he means to do .nd
exantly how he means to do at.  Prince Bismarckis not mor-
tal, in the sense that his policy and even the nmpress of
hic peculiar personality will continue to diect Prussia afier
he in the flesh is no longer wn this world,  \Vhat 15 now
said of the probabic consequence of the death of the Ger.
man Emperor is not after all unhike what used to be saud
of the probable conscquence 1n Kussia of the death of the
second Alexander, 1 the days when Aksakofl directed the
political tootsteps of the present Czar, and made Iim fine
those who spoke German at his card table—a fine which
his august father had frequenuy to pay. It was generalty
expected *hat there would be war with Germany the day
that he ascended the throne, but 1t will be noticed tha:
affarrs have gone on since hie came to the threne muce as
they went on before, and so 1t will be 1n Gemmany.—Z%e
Fortnightly Review.

THE WENDS,

As with other Slavonic tribes, music and dancing are the
passion of the Wends ; their lunguage is especially adanted
for song, and the spintual side of the people has as yet
only found its primitive exprescion in melody. “The na-
tional vice is also one which they are reporied to share
with the rest of the Slavonic stock, namely, spirit drinking ;
once it was honeymead and the spirit distilled from the
birch tree, now it is the common and pernicious brannt-
wein.  Otherwisc they are a law-abiding peuple and the-
roughly loyal, in spite of the tradition that there is always
a secretly clected king among them. Industry, courage,
honour and haspitality their chioniclers have always credi-
ted them with ; so faithful indecd, says a lettes of the cghth
century, were their womankind, that wivesimmolated them-
selves on the funeral pyrc of their husbands ; and if in those
carly times a custum prevailed which mudan seasiivencss
must repudiate, the custum of prematuiely icrmimatng the
lives of the 252€, i was prumpicd by the Jaudable motive ol
hastening their journcy tu the gods.  As late as the ycar
1320, Lewin von der Schulenbuiy rescued a- oid man who
was beingy draggred away into the forest 'y the juunge
members of his family - - Abraham abou? 10 *~ sacrificed by
Isaac.  ** Wherce are you taking him to ?” he aied. Ty
God,” was the grim answer.  However, the Lotgh old gen
fleman was placed Leyond the reach of his 1 . zealuus tam
ily, and survived twenty years as dourheepe in the castle of
his deliverer. — Mavmisllan's Magazine.

EARLY EARTHQUARES.

Two periods stand out with cspecial prominence for the
magnitude of their convulsions, anrd fi. the profound
influcnce which these have had upon the scenay of Eng.
land. The first of these neviods lies far back in the dim
cras of peological history. In the carliest glimpse that is
ehtainable of primeval Britain we can faintly desery a few
<eatleied islets, bare perbaps of vegetation, or at least
clothed nly with plaats of a humble grade, such as club
massce and ferns.  Round these rocky prominences a wide
hat shallow sca swept castward across what is now Eutupe,
with here and there a ridge or island marking where some
«f the preat mountain chains of the Continent have since
“een upreated. To the nosth lay a mase of lacd thai
arerched across where Scandinavia and Finland now lic,
and may also have cxtended westward inte America--a
wide arctic continent, out of whos= waste came the mate-
sials that have served as the foundations for the super.
structure both of Europe and of Neotth Amcrica.  Spread.

ing castward and southward acgass the site of the Eurovean | X !
- mobility. of the French army, the German coun, including

Cuntinent, the sca, whizh was probalily an casward ex
tension of the original Atlantic Qcean, re¢eived a continual
sapply of mud, silt ‘and sand, swept into it from the shores

of its islands and from the northern land. Slowly its
floor sank down, and the sediments gathered there until
the islands were one by one submerged and bumied under
an ever-increasing load of detritus,  But as the supply of
sediment seems 1o have kept pace, on the whole, with the
depression, the sea never became abysmal,  Tts depth may
not have greatly varied, but over its floor there came even
tually to be accumulated a depth of sediment amounting
to many thousands of fcet.  While these events were trans
piting over the area of the future Europe, a long succes
sion-of submarine volcanic outbursts took place in the west,
across the tract that now forms the basin of the lrish Sea.
Thick sheets of lava and copious showers of ashes were
poured forth, which spread out upon the floor of the sea,
and probably in some cases built themselves up into vol
canic islands.  As one centee of cruption died out another
would break forth from where are ndw the hills of Water
ford and the headlands of Pembrokeshire northward to the
borders of Scotland.  But the volcamc energy at last ex-
pended itsell.  The volcanoes sank one by one into the sea,
and over their submerged streams of lava and hardened
sheets of ashes the sea-borne sand and mud once more
pathered.  As the downward movement went on not unly
were the volcanoes obliterated, but their very sites were
toeried under thousands of feet of seciment. =Dr, Gerkie,
in Good e . -

SEEDS.
We are sowing, daily sowing,
Couniless seeds of good and ill,
Seattered on the level luwland,
Cast upon the windy hill ;
Sceds that sink in rich, brown furrows,
Souft with heaven’s graciuus rains,
Seeds that rest upon the surface
Of the dry, unyielding plawn.

Séeds that fall amid the stillness
Of the lonely mountain glen s
Seeds cast out in crowded places,
Trodden under foot of men ;
Sceds by idle hearts forgotten,
Flung at random on theaur ;
Secds by fatthful souls remembered,
Sown in tears and love and prayer.

Seeds that licunchanged, unquickened,
Lifeless on the teeming mold ;

Sceds that live and grow and flounish
\When the sower’s hand 1s cold 3

By a whisper sow we blessings,
By a breatb we scatter strife;

In vur words and luahs and acuuns
Luie.the seeds of death and life.,

Thiuu who knuwest all vur weakness,
Leave us not to sow alone ¢
Bid Thine angels guard the furzows
\Vhere the precious grain is swwn,
Till the fields are crowned with glory,
Filled with mellows, ripencd ¢ars,
Filled with fruit of life eternal
From the seed w& sowed in tears.

Check the forward thought and passions,
Stay the hasty, beedless hands ;
Lest the germs of sin and sorrow
Mar our fair and pleasant lands.
Father, help each weak endeavous,
Make cach faithiul effort blest,
Till Thine harvest shall be garnered,

And we eater into rest. —Selected

MILITARY PRESSURE.

The pressure of the army stafis of Europe toward war .s
an clement in the situation of which oo little accuunt s
raken  The civil power is here so completely supreme that
the npinion of the army counts for little, cven in foregn
prtitics, and in hame politics does not count at all. Upon
the Contineat, however, the Governments, even when, as
in France, they arc nomirally civil, 1¢st ultimately upon
vast armics, whose chicfs are as potent in affairs, and cspe-
cially in for~ign affairs, as leading statesmen. The Rus-
sian and Austrian Emperors Took to the army as the main-
stay ol their power—there are men who say there is no
true Austria excep? the Imperial army—and would regard
any wilespread discontent among their officers or any cun
tempt for their action fell within the barracks as grave
calamitics. Even when not soldiers themselves—and they
are both soldicrs—those two sovereigns listen to their gene-
tals with«lcep attention ; and when told that great military
opportunitics ase passing away, or that grave military dan-
gets may arise from delay, are as much influenced as an
Eaglish Minister is when he perccives that his panty s
cager for a speaial course of action.  They court, 1n fact,
their most cffective supporters.  In France the Government
is a1 times actually afraid of the army, which, if irritated,
can overset it ; and though that fear is not felt in Germany,
where loyalty is a military passion, any ““loss of heart ™
amonp officers is sincercly draaded. That is a loss of
the impulse which makes a crwl discipline tolerable, n-
duces all classes 20 scrve, and L-lps in the hour of danger
to0 insure the sacrifices which can alone produce viciory.
An army which_ believes in its chicf's cipaatiss is a dificr-
cnt instrument from an army which do.abt:. Lem, and an
indefinitcly stronger one. 1M, therefore, the great grou
of picked and saentific soldicrs who form the army sta
of Germany repost as_their deliberate judgment that ** the
tetention of Mtz will in the next war save 100,000 men,”
or that the delay of a year will add five per cent. to the

Prince Bismarck, are compelled to listen with grave atten:
tion.~—7%e Speciator,
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Brtish and Foreign.

Moray Free Church Synod has invited the Assembly to
meet next year in Inverness.

THe Rev Stevenson Horne, Slamannan, has died sud-
denly in his Gifty-seventh year.  He was ordained in 1854,

Tir Rev  Alexander Westwater, missionary in China,
has died of fever, in histhiry fifth year. ¢ was anauve of
Dunfermline,

Tite Rev. Jo W, \WWhigham has been unammously recom-
mended to nest Irish General Assembly as Cunvener of the
Sustentation Fund.

Tun closng lecture of a sertes by Rev. Peter Carmichael,
at Patk Church, IhghYary, was on ** The Covenanters,”
and attracted an audience which tilled the building,

Mk Tames MorroN, Greenock, is to preside at a confer
ence of elders during the sittngs of the Synod to consider the
question of the better representation of elders in the supreme
court.

Dx Sovervitir, Moderatur of the Free Charch As-
<embly, brought his evangelistic tour toa close un a recent
Sabhath, by preaching to a large congregatiun in St. Ste-
phen’s, Perth.

Dx. J. H. Vincext, Chancellor of Chautauqua Univer-
sity, and Rev. James Chalmers, of New Guinea, are to be
among the speakers at the neat annual mecting of the Reli-
gious Tract Socidty.

Dx. CHANCELLOR, of Belfast, and Rev. James Dick,
M. AL, the furmier, and Juhu Martn, the present pastor, con-
docted un Sallaik the centenary services in the Refurmed
Presby terian Chuteh at Wishaw,

Tub sum of $1,025 was seabized from a sale of work held
1 ad of the M*Coll memonal wssion hails, 1 connection
with the Newton Place U, P. Lnurch, Partick, of winch
Mr. M‘Ewan Morgan, M. A,, is pastor.

Tne old s:otch Independent Church in Glasgow, of
which David Dale was one of the onginal pastors from 1760
till lns death in 1506, commemorated recently the filtteth
year of opemng the chapel in Oswald Street.

Dx. Tuaix Davinson, of Islington, is spoken off for the
vacancy in Anderston Church, Glasgow.,  The congregation
is in communication with lnm on the subject.  Dr. David-
son has contradicted |2 rumour that he desired to leave
London,

Tie Rev. W, P. Bega, MUAL, Augustine Chureh, Green.
ock, has been presented with a purse « f sovereigns un leav-
ing for Canada, He bas been pastur of the congregation
for six years, and it was mainly through his eflurts that the
new church was built,

THE Governinent propuse to ash $100,000 for the cost ot
the jubilee services in Westminsier Abbey. by an ancient
charter all timber that gues into the Abbey becomes its pro.
perty, su all the galleties, battzers and scaffulding wall be
paid for by the nation and suld by the dean and his chapter.

Mr. Lacutax Macraing, Congregational minister,
Leatherhead, Surrey, and Mr. George 1. Moorchead, Irish
Presbyterian Church, Lennm, wise to join the Church.
Their applicativas have been transantted through Edinburgh
Presbytery with 2 favourable recommendation to the
Assembly.

THE Rev. John Smith, M. A., Edinburgh, at the English
Presbyterian Synod sad there is a growing feeling in Scot-
land that it is absplutely necessary they should have union.
How it was to be cffected they did not yet sce, but the de-
sire was prowing in cvery branch of the Presbyterian
Church.

I has been resolved 10 raise from $10,000 to $15,000 by
public subscription to ezect a place of worship for the West
Coast Mission at Lochmaddy, in North Uist.  There is no
huilding in *he district exclusively devoled 10 worship, the
mission seavices being held in the school and those of the
church in the court house.

THE Rev. Dr. Dobic, Shamrockh Street, Glasgow, has
been preseated with addiesses and a pursc of suvercigns on
the vceasivn of his seau julalec. There has been an ine
crease dutiny his pasivtaie of 200 un thie membership, which
nuw eaceeds 1,000 Di. Dolne alsu secaaved a cheque for
$300 from a pmvate friend. .

THERE atc now 304 congregat:ons i the U. P, Church,
with 2 memubetstup of 182,06 3, an sucrease of cight congrre
gations and 917 members un the year.  The income in 1880
was $1,807,725, buang $85,255 less than the preceding
yzat, but the bulh of the decicase s accounted for by exceu-
tionally lage cuninibutiuns an 1555 for church buildings.
The average st:ipend paid was nearly $1,200.

Tue Rev. J. A Broad, Dunbar, proposed =zt the Edin-
burgh Diocesan Council that in order to obuain full zeports,
thelcading Scotch newspapers should be ** subsidized duting
the days on which the representative council met.  Bishop
Dowden, who was presiding, exclaimed amidst laughter :
** The 1dea of subsidizing any of the leading newspapers 1™
Only the mover and Dr. Cazenove, his scconder, sapported
the absurd proposal.

ME. SPURGEON, reviewing in his magazine the recently.
published * Treasury of the Scottish Covenant,™ by Mr.
Johnston, of Dunvon, expresses admiration of the infinite
pains the author has taken to make his work complete.
** We have need in England,” he says, ** of more anchors,
and we dare say that Scotland will be none the worse for a
few such holdfast baoks as this, since they may hold
weak unes in their places till the present storm is overpast.”

Tur Kev. James Sualker, M.A., Khurkealdy, in accepling
the call 1o St Mauthew's, Glasgow, sud it had been one of
his wishes 10 be a growing man, and the fascination for him
was the prospect the call opened up for intclicctual and
spiritual stimulation from the life of the city and the rchi-
gious enterpnize of Glasgow.  Rev. Norman L. Walker, ot
Dysant, 1emarked trat as a preacher Mr, Stalker was un-
cqu:;lcl]cd in any denomination ather in the Presbytery or
Synad.




