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'l'lie river, clear as crystl, proceeding frosîs the
thîrone ai Goi andt tIse Lamtb, nsany bu considCrod as
tIse synibol ai tise Clîurciî's lite, or tisat ai the indu.
vitiai n>eîisber ai the Chiurch. As such, coultil any-
tiig bie niore expressive -beaîttui? [t ks perfect,
ani tboxigb ail syssibols aie inatiequaax-a isaxter
whicli lia aise kisen better tisat tise gifieti authsor, yet
how suggestive, han truc, so far as il gaes 1 A river
is irresistible, it iusi have ils way ; sa with tise
biesseti lile. A river is pare, clear as crystal ; sa is
the blesseti lueé. A river is unysteriaus as ta ils source,
Isasing its risc iii the distanti buis, far reinoveti iroin
tise stnata>geîs of thecencîîsy ; su nis tise blesseti lueé.
A river is pereisîial, able ta standi tIse suinnicn's lient
aîsd tIse wvinler's colîl ; so willi tise biesseti lile. 'rt'le
pensant niso buds lus bsouse on ils banks bas neyer
mnisseti it for a single day. %%'lieu lie wakes at nigbt
and looks out ai the winuiow, il is thseie. WViien lie
riscs ini tise early ussarn, it is tise t'irst xbiag tisat iets
hus eye. Il was there, lie knows, before lie %vas bora,
ant il wiul be there ta nsinister ta [lis chiltiren, nti
lus chiltiren's chiltiren, aller he bas gant ; s0 witb
tisat blesseti lite niicli we have îiîrough Jesus Christ
aur Lord, neil represeiteti by proceeding iroin the
throne of Goti anti the Lanib.

Lufe is like a sireansi, beginaing like a silver ihireati
ii *e distant buis, but es'cr încreasing in volume.
IliLchild's hile is a very leeble xbing-chictly animaI,

but as years roll ais, bis issinti opens as, -anti takes a
%vider range. At every stage new feelings are
aivakeneti, nscs paners are startid, new isopes are
kiatiiet. Every change thax takes place, evory reia-
lions ne foras, touches a card nisose vibration will
not cease svith tlsse. Ix is not long tlI the chilti dis-
covers titis. Il is not long tii! lave answering lave
welcoines tIse inother that neyer 'venries in lier
ininistraiais by nigl or day. He is cansciaus ai
hile apeaing up ýhi.bn-oi au fonntin unscaheti alto.
goîhen nonv anti sirange. Stili more does bce led this,
nîsca, smitxen with a yct deeper love, bc looks into
the fair young face of lier tisat is ta bie the partner ai
bis sorans anti bis joys. Stiii more wben be becomes
a panent, anti takes bis first-bora ini bis arms. Stili
more wben death enters tise little circle, and takes
from hîs sîde tise desirz. of bis cyts. Still more svhen
hie opens lus soul ta reccive the loving hile ai lîcavea,
anti rejoîces in a newly-lounti Saviutî. New feel-
ings-powcrs-are ever springing op as ne ativancc
tsi years. The horizon riscs as ne ascenti the IsilI
the tîde raIls on with a ticeper volume, anti the wili
wiîb a iiiightien sa'eep cannies us on sutu tise ages.

But ix doos not ioliowv irom ail ts that hile beconses
purer anîd belter as ne advancc iii yenrs. On tise con-
Irary, its growing luslness mn>' ho ils growng înisery
1lie usew eteisenîs that mnay bave entereti in tiuriîsg its
pnogness rnay bave attedti lts power, but rnay have
taken away moisi ils eîsjoynnt. For ne ail know
iliat life is esscatially corrapteti-corruptcd at the
founitaîn, so tbat unless sarie cleansing pawer, ab
eira, be introtiuced,îlsaose neiv elements wil) prove
gai andi wormwood in aur experîecc. Whso woulti
cane ta bave such a lile, investid witb suîch an anlul
panver, thougli praloiged fan a tiousanti ycars ? De-
gratiet tbaugb the soul lio, it us not .ro degratiet as ta
sel for sucs an existence. It seeks for somexhing'
betten than the present, anti nere ibere naîîsiag better
ithiin its rends-tdit na vision ai a s-sbler, parer

lile, ministering ta ils iaiuh, anti quickening ils ener-
gies, dawr. upon il, nisa would flot join in the cry ai
tise paîriarcb ?-" WVbcrefore is ligbt given ta bim that
is in miserv, anti light ta the bit*tr in soal, wbich
long for dent> bai it conseth nat, wbich dig far il mare
than for hid treasures, anti nbich wauIti nejaire anti
ie cxcccdiag glati ta finti a grave?"> But it is af the
butter ile ibat Dr. Lons'v spcaks, andi ai vhich titis
great Apocnlyptic symbal spcaks-tbe river clean as
crystai-the blesseti sînte concerning vhich Christ
said : I b ave corne that ye may bave life, anti that
ye xnay have it more abitiantlyY 'More abundantly
not as regards anc lino, but evcry linc-the inîellec-
tuaI line-the social line-the moral line-the spiritual
line-anti-even the seasuotis line (the cye for beauîy,
the car for sang, anti sa oný ; for ne cannai suppose
tb'xt this, tbe source ai sa inach purne enjoyment bere, is

ta have no place in thc tnew hieaven andi new eirth,
wlîerein clwelleth riglîtcausness. The symbol of the
river cvcr grawing in volumanm power, is expressive.

Rend the bymin over once more.

S hall we gathcr ni tic river.
WVhec bright angel feet have trod,

WVith ils crystal tide, farever,
Flowing by the throne of God ?

Ves, we'l gailber nt the'river,
The beautiful, te IbCIutiil iver
(Catlîer ulîi the seints nt the tiver
Tit fiows b>' the throne of God.

Ere wc reachi the S'aining liver,
La>y ive every lit Mden down

Grace aur seirfils MwiII deliver,
And provîd e a r( bc and crown.

ves. wvc'il galber at the iver, etc.

At the sbining of ste river,
Mitror or the Saviour's face,

Saints, nhoni death will nct'er sever,
Raise their sangs of saving grace.

Ve,, %ve'lI grihcr ai the riv'er, etc.

Soon we'iI rench the silvci river,
Soon our pilginiage will cease,

Soon Our happy hienrts wviIl quiver
Witb the melody of penace.

'es, we'l gather ni the river, etc.
LATIN VER<SION.

Iluvione colligrimus
Qua sint seraphimn sancû-

Fluvia amo(ena cujus
Fons est throno, Doinini ?

Etiam,. nos colligénîns orâ-
Iluicherrini5, pulcherrinie or.t
Max sanctis colligémus arâ
Juiîta thronumi Dontini.

Suluti omnni anere
I'ervenémus Iluviunî,

EtU purgatî ornai labt,
Accipémus stcphanumn.

Etiam, nos colligètnus, etc.

Et, nacto ainne lucidu-
V'ultfs Jesils speculo-

.%orte separandes nuintiuani,
Profundlémus p.eanani.

Etiam, nos colligénius, etc.

Mox, mars Vicia, labor actus,
Nos felices erinius

Coramt Dca et Agno,
Multis stephanis claro.

Etiam, nos collirém'us, etc.

Noiv hear the stary of the Ibyînn, for the Informan-
tion 1 furnish is entirely rehiable. Il was writîen by
the Rev. R. Lawry, D.D., in July, î864, then living in
Brooklyn, N. Y., pastar af the Hansan l'lace Ba.ptibt
Church. One al ternoon, the weather oppressively hot,
the author wvas lying on a louage in a statu of physical
e\haustion. In that happy bour bis fancy took, wings,
and visions af the future wvorld passeil before hîm wit
startling vividness. Much af the iîîîngery of the
Apocalypse toolk the form af tableaux. Brightest of
ail wvas the throne, the river, clear as crystal, prorcecd-
iag front the thrane, and the gathering af the saints.
Still breaîhing heaviiy in the suitry air af that JuIy
day, his sou) seemed ta take new lile front the celes-
tial outlook He began ta wonder why the sac.red
pouls bail .:itien sa much abaxut the river af death1,
and sa little af the river af lufe. XVbile hc mused the
fire burned, and the thoughts began ta shape theni-
selves ii words-first as a question oi Christian
salicitude : Shall we galher nt the river? lad then
they brake out in chorus, as an answer af Christian
faith : Ves, we will gatber. On these, the question
and answer, the bymr developeti itself. Tile music
came viith thse hymn. Th7e author bas never been
ablc ta tel] wbich had priarity af birtb.

Tbey are twîns. No atîempt ta dissever tbem bias
been succcssful. They were bora from the same
afflatus. They came together, and inust go together.
WVben the sang bad lormulatcd itself in the authar's
minc, besprang up, sat down ta bis argan, played tic
ltte tbrough, and sang the flrst stanza andi the chorus.
Then hc proceeded ta write it out, andi easily the
wards dropped frot lits pen, andi took the rhythlic
forin andi fashion v.ith which we are naw 50 familsar.
In short, the byma was simply the gush af a grand
experience an the part of the author, wbicbh li ad
no power ta resist, an that sultry aiternoon when bis
nerves ivere unstrung, andi ihen bis faitbi andi fancy
dwelt an tbings unseen.

Such is the gene.ris af this noble bymn, îvhich bas
taken sucb a hold an Cbristendam-beautiful for its
simplicity, as ail great works are, and touching, by

reason ai the nsany tender thotîgbts sshicli it suggests.
'l'lire can be no doulbi as tri ils great popularity. It
rarhy foxint ils way'into the Sabbaîb Scbiool Htynnal,
prepareti by tic Anierican Tract Society ; andi think
oi 40,000 children with tlieir teaclicrs, in connection
with ihe Brooklyn Sabbath schools, singing it nt their
Mia>' anniversary the year folawing ils birtb, on
parade andi iii tileir eburehes. Andi during tise twcnty
ycars since %vial a coniort, sîhat a cliear, i lins been
ta thotisantisi

I. lias beca saing il btîrs ai dcp sorrow, and sert-
sons ai liai>' joy ; on land, ais tic sca n t the bedside
oi th'e dying ; at the parting ai iricnds in convention
halls anti cisurcises ; on tue field ai bîtaitti aon ibe
quiet camnipg-ground. It soon crosscd tise ocean,
andi becaie knowa iii Great liritain andi on the Conti-
tient, andi sante of the znost distant inissianary stations,
c.g., Sandwicli Islandls, recciveti il, ant ranslated il
imii their différent vernaculars.

A flood af popular music lias coule iii since titis
hyn bcgan its life-conie andi gone ; bîît this re-
mains, and there are few places wlicre titis noble
iyric wvould not bie sîing beartily, if' only same leader
woulti start tIse nielady ; for there is soinething in tbe
iînusic Isi stûrs tise bluood, andi soînetlsing iii tbe
words that appeals te ail that is tic purcst çinti best in
the soul. 'Marty instances, tosa, rnigbx be given, illus-
trating its qtiickeningf anti relresbing passer ; but 1
maust content inyseli witli ane, or say tîva, for tbis
paper is already tao long. The first ks in coaneciion
witb D>r. Lowry bimseîf. 1le bail been prenclsing
-au Asbîîry Park, N. J., andi was proceeding ta bis
botel, mhen a gentleman introduceti biinse!l, andi
saiti: I 1 ant ta tell yaa ban mach 1 arn indebtid ta
you for that one sang,' Shall we Gatîier ai the RiverP
\Vlien iny datiglter svas on lier deatb.bed, tlîrce
sîonths aigo, site asked us ta sing il. It ias thse
sang she loveti ta sing when che was well, antîiei
only aise she wantedl ta lieat' wben she was dying ;
andi so we gathereti around lier dying licd, and sang.
Ves, sir, 1t xinnk yoxi for the caîîîiort of that saîig."1

l'he ather case 1 mnen ta miention is thax of a yauuig
mîari nio banil been stricken dlan sith lever in thse
niiiitary hospital at Alexandrin, tiuring the laie war i
Egypt. A lady visiton, liearing huaii nion piteously
fan lus moîlier, sat down by bis side, anti laid ber
band on bis buraing bran, for which lie svas grateful.
The sun wsas iben setîing, anti flPigitng lus waves af
liglît on tIse yelaw 'vater ai tbe Nile. Seeiîîg this,
site began ta sing, Il Shaîl wc gatber ? "and as she sang
anc wcary ) -ad after anather was raiseti in a listening
attitude. On sîapping, ane said: Oh, lady, siag tbat
again," andi site sang it again. Then closing she saiti
ta the lad : «'Vill you bie there ?" Whereupan a
briglît iigbî siione in bis eye, aîîd a faînt utterance
fcll front bis lips - " Yes, 1 shall soon bc ibere," and
soon after lie îook his departuro.

Trhe authar ai such a bynsn is a public benciactor.
1lits wank is better than a galti mine. I bears a
we-iltl tu niany a heart-to generntans unborn,-such
as the fableti lactoias, flowing on golden sands, neyer
bore. Whou (ti speak af the mission ai anc sucb
hiyiii andilus fan-reacbing paner? Surely if thse
statesmaii, the general in liigii commandl, tîto philo.
bopher wha lias struck out some sien iruth, matie
borne hiappy dtscavery, by svhicli lits fellow-men are
enricised for long ages, tue author of such a hymn as
that under consideration is cîttitieti ta gratitude ; anti
Dr Lawry kisat %vltlout graîclul recognition an the
part ai the gondi and th e great in bis day. A pleasing
Instance ai titis occurre il at te Century Sabbatb
Scbool Convention in Lontion, England, MSo, at
wicli tîte Doctor svas prescrit, accupying an
obscure position, but who, it sens, could nat
lie lîid. Aller tIse last ai the appointeti speakers
ld leit tlîe plalforin, the chairnin, Sir Charles Recd,

M.>,rose anti said- 'Il ans tolti tisat tIse autiior af
the iiysan, 'SIsal svc Galber nt the River?' is
iii the roons. We would ail hike ta bear him.'I Miak-
ing luts wvay [rom the ncar suats, Dr. Lowry ativanceti
ta tse piatfurmn, niiere he was weiconsed by the chair-
mani, anti introtiacet ta tise audience. The receptian
was sn cntîîusiastic Iliat for saunie minutes il ivas im-
possible for htini ta speak. Il %vas a suitable recogni-
lion dite ta sucb a iman, and a spontancous testiînony
ta tic value aff a sang, svhich doubtless tIse twa hua.
dreti telegates presenit bad triade a Isauseholti word.

Dr. Lowry is st witis us in the flush, doing a grand
work for the Master, in Plainfield, N. J. Maiy a
noble di'scourse bas fallen front bis lips, ant i nany a
preciaus utterance front his pea ; but aotbing that he
has ever sat or done is likecly ta surpass tho, regal
sang, struck aux like a single note franr the spiseres
on tbai bot )uly day referred îa-notbîag to surpafs
il in permanent paner. Many a one lias bail reason
ta hanour the ane of Dr. Lowsry, and many for long
years ta camte Mvil rise up anti cal) bini blesseti, andi
praise him, in the gaies.


