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The difticulties in the way of the eacnest sccker
after histonieal fadts are coming to be apprecinted by
the compiler of these papers, and the enthusiasm with
which he set about the work of gathering up fragments
of Presbyterian history in Canada has very consider.
ably abated.  Inmany cascs, his letters of inquiry, ad-
dressed to pastors or church officers, remain unanswer-
cd, and many of the answers received are worthless
because of apparent inaccuradies which a little carcful
study of existing records would have avoided. Some
scem to think the writer engaged in a pecuniary
speculation, and that, tiguratively speaking, “ there's
wilions in it,” which should be divided with them.
OF course, hie has no Jaims upon the time or atten-
tion of pastors or people, but he would be glad if they
appreciated, as he does, the importance of gathering
up the scattered links of the pioncer history of our
Church before they shall be wholly lost.  The
matenals for several very interesting papers relating
to carly Presby terian preaching on the Niagara Pen-
insula, arc afmost ready for use, waiting only for a fow
facts which could easily be furnished at any time, but
arcot yet forthcoming.  In the meantime, the write:
has condduded to give a few fragmentary items, scat-
tered ovet larger territory, not so much to impart as to
scek infurmation from the localitics referred to.

11t MinLaND pisTRICT,

The = LUpper Lanada Mudland District Missionary
Society ~ held its nrst anniversary meeting on the 3rd
day of july, 1829. It had been organized a year
previously, but, ** on account of unforscen difficulties,
nothing had then been done.”  On the fourth of July,
being the day following the first anniversary, one of
the directors wrote to his uncle residing in Kinder-
hook, N.Y, saying that he had been authorised, by
resolution of the Sudicty, “to engage a missionary
immediately, if practicable,” and requesting paternal
assistance.  He said the missionary must be active,
of good 1alents, zealous i.. the cause of religion, and
professing the doctrines of Calvinism as taught in the
Dutch Reformed or Presbyterian Churches. ““Indeed,”
writes the director, “ you will know the kind of mis.
sionary we want better when I tell you that he will
have to itinerate through the district, containing
five counties and about thirty thousand inhabitants.”
The low state of the Society’s funds is alluded to, but
the writer says he is authorised to offer the sum of
threc hundred dollars as renumeration for the first
yeav’s scrvice, and that there will be “no expense
for board, as he will be gladly received into our houses
gratuitously.”

This letter was laid before the officer of the Ameri-
can Home Missionary Society, in New York, and, in
answer to the appeal, J. L Howard, a student about
to graduate from the Presbyterian Theological
Seimunary at Auburn, N.Y, and Rev. J. B, Preston,
also, it 15 believed, an Aubum graduate, were commis-
sioned, under date of Aprnil 20th, 1830, to the Midland
District, Upper Canada, “location to be assigned by
the Midland District Home Missionary Society.” Mr.
Howard, however, died on the day appointed for his
ardination, and Rev. John Alexander f Peruville,
‘Tompkins County, N.Y., “fulfilled nine months of his
commission.” Mr. Preston labored chiefly at Earnest-
town and Camden. From the former place, he wrote,
under date of September 1oth, 1830: “The field is
large enough for three missionaries. In thirteen
weeks, I have preached forty sermons and attended
weekly conference and prayer meetings.” In the
towns visited, he found three organized churches, with
houscs of worship, but no meetings, “the people
having forgotten to assemble themselves together for
the purposc of worshiping God on the week-day or
the Sabbath.” He reported eight important places in
the field, which, he said, was about forty miles square,
and in which there were “no Presbyterian brethren
with whom to counsel and advise.” In February, 1831,
he reported “fecble churches revived, strengthened,
and enlarged by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit"—
the town of Camdcen having, for two months, enjoyed
“ a refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” thirty-
five filling below the number of converts “in both
societies.” He :poke of the Sabbath School and

Temperance work as receiving attention.  Mr. Preston
scems to have remained less than two years, and to
have had no immediate successor. His field was
nearly the same as that first occupied by Rev. Robert
McDowall, who, as a missionary of the Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church in the United States, organ.
ized a church at Earnesttown, in 1798. 1t was still a
mission field, many of the churches planted in the
wilderness having died out becausce it had been im-
possible to secuve pastors cither from “the Old
Country” or from the United States.
SIDNEY AND BELLEVIS LE,

A good work was done, for a fev* - cars, commencing
in June, 1833, at Sidney and Belleville, by Rev. D. R,
Dixon and his successor, Rev, Richard Kay. From
Sidney, U.C., March 3rd, 1835, Mr. Dixon wrote: “In
the front of this town, near the head of the Bay of
Quinte, and about seven or cight miles wr.t of Belle-
ville, are two Leautiful houses of public worship, about
a mile distant from cach other—one for the Enghsh
Church, the other Presbyterian.  The latter is un-
finished, but comfortably fitted up for meetings during
the summer,” but neither of them were used ** except
that, occasionally, in the English Church the clergy-
man from Belleville officiated once on a Sabbath.” In
the latter part of August, 1833, a protracted meeting
was commenced in Sidney, “which lasted ten days
and was prosperous in its results. A church was
organized which included a number that were before
professors and living mostly in Belleviile, consisting of
about thirty members.” Referring to the revival meet-
ings, he wrote: “ The doctrines exhibited on this ac-
casion were the entire depravity of human nature,
consisting not in the want of capacity but of dispos:-
tion in man to do his duty; the justicc of God's
sentence of condemnation; the fullness of the atone-
ment, laying a foundation for the sincere offer of
pardon and szlvation to all men, and availing only for
those that believe; the immediate duty of every sin-
ner to accept salvation, and the guilt of those that
refuse ; regeneration by the special agency of the
Holy Spirit, according to God’s eternal purpose of
grace and mercy to the children of men; the covenant
faithfulness of Christ in preserving His saints in such
a manner as to make themn feel their responsibility
and the need of putting forth the utmost efforts to
obtain salvation. and the glory of God 1n the final
adjudication of the saints to cternal life, and the wicked
to eternal death.,” Rev. Raiph Robinson of Richland,
Oswego County, N.Y., was the chief preacher at these
meetings, being relieved only by Rev. John Smith of
Kingston,and Rev. M. Bennet, Methodist, who preach-
ed one sermon cach.

Another protracted meeting was held, commencing
about the first of March, 1835, “ under the lead of
Rev. Charles Jones, a youth of about twenty-five
years, who had been preaching about six months at
the head of the lake.” The immediate, unconditional
surrender of the heart to God was urged upon the
sinncr as his imperative duty, while the agency of the
Holy Spirit was magnified and implored, as the pro-
ducer of all that is good and holy in man. A church
was formed, probably following this series of meetings,
at Belleville, “a flounshing village of about fifteen
hundred inhabrtants.” This was evidently an “Ameri-
can Church,” (as was the one at Sidney) and. not the
first Presbytenian organization in the place, as Rew.
James Ketcham, sent out by the Presbytery of Edin-
burgh, commenced a successful ministry there in 1831,
and Rev. Mr. McDowall organized a church at Sidney,
about the year 1806. Mr. Jones is believed to be still
living, and hope is entertained of obtaining valuable
information from him,as he was pastor at Sidney for
several years, subsequent to his labors thereas an
evangelist.

AMERICAN CHURCH AT KINGSTON.

As early as 1817, there were “American Presby-
terians” in Kingston who proved to be quite as stub-
born as their Scotch neighbors. In October of that
year, Rev. William Bell, then recently arrived at Perth,
visited Kingston for the purpose of trying to reconcile
these two parties of Presbyterians, etc., who were
desirous of gelting a minister, but who were disputing
as to whether he should be obtained from the Church
of Scotland or the United States.” Hehad a tedious
Jjourney, mostly on foot, through the wilderness, and
found the two parties irreconcilable. The Scotch
organized, under the pastorate of Rev. John Barclay,
from Fifeshire, in 1821,and an American Presbyterian
Church was formed in 18335, which was “counected

with a Presbytery in the state of New York” In
1828, this church consisted of about forty resident
members, who were “anxious to obtain & clergyman
of devoted piety, talents, and prudence,” who should
“be prepared to encounter difficuities and discourage-
ments, and possess much zeal and patience, and
manifest unremitting 64zlity to his Master's service,”
The number of members of the society who could
contribute towards a pastor’s support was small,
but such as were able engaged to pay three hundred
dollars a year,
OAKVILLE AND THE “NEW PURCHASRY

In April, 1833, a Presbyterian Church, with eleven
members, was organized at Oakville, by Rev. Edwards
Marsh, then of Hamilton, and associates, and, soon
after, it came under the care of the  Niagara Presby-
tery of Upper Canada,” which had its first mecting in
May of that year, In December, Rev. Samuel Ses-
sions came from Drummondville and began labdring
at “Oakville and vicinity.” In a recent Jetter, this
veteran pioneer, who is now, at the age of seventy-
three, resting from his labors, at St. Johns, in the state
of Michigan, says: “{ went to Oakville, and then
roved all through the ‘New Purchase.’! In° Nassagua
[or probably Nassagaweya), I was entertained over
Saturday night at a house a mile and a half from the
place of meeting, It rained heavily all night and
poured all the forenoon of the Sabbath, and, with the
snow three feet deep, it was all I could do to get
through with horse and cutter. 1 had been there but
a short time when in came the lady who had enter-
tained me over night, with her babe only wime days
old, to have it baptised. She came on foot. The
same day a company of young ladies walked seven
miles in the snow and rain to go to the meeting. Do
you think it was hard work to preach to such hearers?
In the summer, it was common to see men come
sweating out of the woods, from a distance of twelve
miles to get to the meeting.” He describes his first
advent to a place where very considerable results fol.
lowed his labors, as follows: “At one place where
made it my home, I could study astronomy through
the barks that covered the house, and one morning 1
found myself several inches under snow, in my bed,
which was composed of a pile of clover chaff, in one
corner, covered with a blanket. 1 went from this room
at the hour of worship, the first Sabbath, to the school
house, where I found about forty men and women,
each with a lighted pipe, and the room was blue with
smoke.” Mr.Sessions givesmanyinterestingandsome
tear-inducing incidents, of his two years labors in that
region, which will be used in future publications,
Besides Oakville, churches were organized about that
time through the agency of ministers connected with
the Niagara Presbytery, in Eramosa and Erin, each
of which has an intensely interesting formative history;
and congregations were gathered for worship in two
neighborhoods of Esquesing, in another part of Erin
and at Nassagaweya.

“AMERICAN™ LABORERS IN CANADA.

The carly labors of American Presbyterians and the
early organization of so-called American Presbyterian
Churches, have excited alarge and important influence
upon the planting and growth of Presbyterianism in
Canadian soil. And yet, except as regards Mr. Mc-
Dowall and his associate missionaries, sent over, from
1798 to 1810, by the Reformed Dutch Church (one of
whom organized the first Presbyterian Church in
Toronto), and the continued existence of an American
Presbyterian Church in Montreal, but little seems to
be known about them, even by the most intelligent
Presbyterian writers. The so-called “American
Churches ” which remain Presbyterian, except the one
at Montreal, having naturally drifted into connection
with the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and the one
Presbytery which was composed mainly of ministers
from the States, with the three missionary societies
which were supported chiefly by such “American
Churches,” having, long since, been disbunded, and
their records lost, the difficulties in the way of obtain-
ing accurate information in regard to' them are very
great, and increase daily, as the “living witnesses™arg
called to their reward. The fragmentary items which
are given in this article relate entirely to such “Ameri-
can” pioneer work, within comparatively a small
portion of the territory that wis reached and blessed
by it. Itishoped that their perusal will stimulate
readers of THX PRESBYTRRIAN residing in the neigh-
borhood of such easly labors, to assist in gathering up
all the fragments, that they may be 30 put together as




