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AN EX-PRIEST IN A ROMLSII CHURCH.

At the public meeting of the Paris Committce of the
Mission Interieure, M. Fourneau spoke as follows:

IlMy friend, M. Bertrand, lias mentioned that I
was formeriy a priest, I amrn ot ashamed of it ; and
yet ail the clericai journals in France, thinking to
insuit me, have, in fifty-fivc departments, thrown it
in my teeth, as if I were ignorant of the fact. Weil,
this is what happened to me iateiy in a Cathoiic
church.

"Last Wednesday I entered the church of Paroy
with the former Mayor of the Commune and my
friend, M. Bouiliat, who preaches to the people in the
district of Clamecy. On entering this village churcli,
the ex-Mayor said to me, 'You know this is where
you are to lecture this evening.' I looked astonished :
and M. Bouiliat added, 'Yes, here-nowherc else.' I
wcnt round examining. It is a littie churcli, about
the size of the apse of the Oratoire ; at the farther end
I saw the cross for processions, St. Joachim, St. Anne,
and bouquets of artificial flowers, still fresh. I said,
' This is a churcli stili in use.' 1 Certainly it is ; but as
the curé did not suit us, we have informed him that
we intend giviDg it to the Protestant pastor.' [Laugh.
ter.] To that I answered, ' There has been no trouble
in consequence ?'1 'You shahl sec,' said ie ; ' when
the curé came to mass, there was flot a person; now
there is an audience of twenty or thirty.'

" That evening there were at ieast a hundred pro-
sent. I noticed that, very curiously, they stili kept to
their oid habits-the women sitting on the riglit, the
men on the left of the altar. There were,.however,
more women than men. Many of themn had neyer
heard the Gospel preached. But, most singular fact
of al! St. Joachim and St. Anne, like the idois in the
i i 5th Psaim, had cyes and cars, but thcy saw and
heard nothing of what passed that evcning in the
churcli. Suddcniy, whcn I was about a quarter
through with my lecture, we werc disturbcd by the
sound of a violin playing a gay tune. The door
opened, and a wedding-party entered-[laughter]-
bride, bridegroom, bride's father and mother, etc.,
in ail fiftcen persons.

IlI had begun by pointing out thc nature of sin,
and, taking the parable of the Prodigai Son, had
shown how Jesus tauglit a free salvation. From this
I drcw the deduction that a Christian, who knows
what it is to be saved through grace, and that God
lias drawn him out of spiritual destitution, shouid
know how to wcar his ncw garment without staining
it-a duty ignored by too many Protestants. 'Yes,
brethrcn,' I said, 'we must not soul the new robe
Christ gives us; we no longer belong to ourseives,
but to God, through Jesus Christ.'

IlMy audience, whom ail this astonished-for to
them it was ail new-listened most attentively.

IlI then spoke of marriage, for the wedding-party
had just come in ; prcached a marriage sermon, in
fact, to these good people, who appcarcd very scrious.
When I remindcd the nouveaux maries of the vows
they had taken the day before, pointed out the mean-
ing of the yes they had pronounced, referred to the
duties incumbent on them, I saw more than one tear in
the eyes of the eider ones. As for the youngcr people
thcy werc «quite touchcd. I ended by teiiing the
story of a poor lost girl, who had returned to lier
parents, to find in their home a refuge in which she
miglit begin a better life, and be purified by associa-
tion with the old father and mother, who had merci-
fuliy received lier. I applied this illustration to any
one of us who returns to God thc Father, and said,
in conclusion : 'My friends, as we are in churcli, wc
will pray as usuai here ;' and I repeatcd the Lord's
Frayer, ail the audience standing and attentive.

IlAs thcy went out, the violin was sulent. The
father of the bride said to his son-in-iaw, 'Well, my
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dhurcies whicli now only re-edho words flot under-
stood or teachings of which our Lord lias said-' Ye
make the law cf none effcct through your traditions.'

[We copy the foliowing lines by Dr. Murray Mitchell,
who is at present in Southern India, from the July number
of the Free Ckurch Magazine.-ED. C. P.]

1.

0f Eastern lands the fairest,
O Indiau land, art thou ;

With richest gifts and rarest
Kind Heaven doth thee endow.

Thy sun, rejoicing, beameth
With cloudless glory brigt;

Each mighry river streameth
To spread abroad deiight.

Most sweet thy bud and blossom,
And thy full harvest store

Is poured into thy bosom
Till thou canat ask no more.

And high'mid lands renownèd,
O Indian land, wert thou;

With ancient honour crownèd
Was thine all.queenly brow.

IL

And yet my heart is breaking,
O Indian land, for thee ;

That thou, thy God forsaking,
Reft of trtie life shouldst be.

Yea, on thy soul is sorrow,
And darkness of the tomb;

O when wiil dawn a morrow
To chase the niglit of gloom ?

Thy sons have toiled for ages
In mines of deepest thought;

Yet bootiess ail thy sages
And mightiest men have taught.

Immersed in gross delusion,
When wisest most they seem,

Their learning is confusion,
Their knowledge is a dream.

But now Heaven's liglit is falling,
O Indian land, on thee ;

And iove's owri voice is calliDg
To life and liberty.

From ages of transgression
Haste to the Father's feet 1

So, penitent confession
Shall full forgiveness meet.

Then, of ail realms the fairest,
Rise, India 1 from the dust,

Strong in the grace thou sharest,
Strong in thy perfect trust 1

In garments of salvation
And hoiy beauties clad,

Praise, O thou new-born nation,
The Christ that makes thee glad 1

THEF WORLD'S GREA T FORCE.

Here is Cliristianity. Whence came it? What is
it ? It is a force in the worid, a predigicus force. It
lias revolutionized society. It has lifted man eut of
himseif. It has changed the face of the worid.
There it lies imbedded in more than cigliteen cen-
turies of luman history ; and history of ne mean sort
-the best record of the race. Buddhism and Brai-
minisrn are older, and are linked with more peoples.
Molammedanism, net seoid, las to do with a greater
multitude. Thc adhcrents cf these systems have eut-
nurnbered the adherents of Cliristianity. Numerically
tley are at the lead. But if you weigh men, or weigli
nations, tîcre are ne numbers of cither that can be
put in the scale against Christendom witliout kicking
the bcam. Cliristianity lias held lier own, and made
lier cenqucsts amidst batties of thouglit, with discus-
sion at white heat. She lierseif lias been a Ilbeam cf
liglit slot inte chaos," irradiating the darkncss and
restering order. SIc lias net tlirived amid moral
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giant and defiant hcathcnism, a corrupt and biý
priesthood, a pcrsccuting, world.conquering stS,
proud and reasoning phlosopliy, a subtle ana
mious sccpticism, a sneering and malignant infiddl'
plausible and self-recovcring humanitarianiSn0 ,
pelled by the hate and the scorn and the pr*d10
the obstinacy of men's natural hcarts-thes 0
succession, and often conjointly, have set theIflse
to the task of rooting Christianity out of the W~
life. 1'The days of this hated religion arc nuMbý'
thcy have shoutcd, as some fresh foc h as entez-d,
arena to make it bite the dust. And yct to.daY
lions rest on it their dcarest hopes ; il is flingi~
forces, with an enthusiasm of encrgy beyond SI'PI
cedent, into the very centres of heathenism; il
banding the worid with lines of ligt ; the sull -
sets without new records of its conqueSts; « u
of uttcred prayers arc in its storied speech;j -y

grandest thouglits of God arc born of its quickeo"w
touch ; and the bcst that Mecn know of mnri
was brougît themn in the reveîation-hour o0f 9 hiiS0o
gospel..The poiiu force of CristianltY CO

fromn the pcrsonality of Him who rode into jeru 10
upon an ass's colt. This Christ, whoeverHeoio
not oniy originated a system, but He lias put iW
in it, as its very life, and soul and power. . . . ý
Christianity lias donc, Christ lias donc ; what C>»"
tianity professes to do, Christ professes to do.- If w
tianity reveals a way, Christ is the way. If
tianity teaches truth, Christ is the truth. If C*,,>
tianity brings life, Christ is the life.-Christ1"a'
Challenge, by Rev. Herrick _7ohnson, D.D.

SPRAK A CHEERINO WORD.

D id you ever go out in the morning with a hesd~
dcpressed and saddened that a pall seemed spreSd
over the world? But on meeting serne fricfd Ob
spoke cheerily for a minute or two, if only upon
refit natters, you have found yourseif wondC"x-
iightened. Every child dropping into your hu0
an errand lias brouglit in a ray of sunshine, ic
not depart when lie wcnt lis way again. Il i
biessed thing to speak a cheerful word when yOU I
"The hcart knoweth its own bittcrness"» the WOo

worid over, and goed words to such hlearts are S lo~
appies of gold in pictures of silver." Even strw.~
we meet casually by the way, in thc travcller's Walig
room, are unconsciously influenced by the tOlO1

use. It is the one with picasant words on his liP,
whomn strangers in strainge lands apply for adViCe
direction in their perpiexities. 'Taire. it as a CO0li
ment if some wayfarer cornes te you to direct,,
which street or which train to take ; your mann0 b0!
struck him as belonging to one li ccn trust. I

liard sometimes to spcak a pleasant word whCI
shadows rest on our hearts, but nothing wil o
more to ligliten our own spirits than doing 90 o
another. When you have no opportunity to 5
cheering word, you can often send a beamn of SUSlo
into the heart of some sorrewing absent friend bi 4t
ting down and writing a goed, warm-hearted 1@t'el
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It is a liard lesson for seme good brctl1ýý,
iearn, but it is a very needful one, that wherle.,
puts us we ought to stay, and what God assigns 1g
ought to do. His place is aiways the riglit plaC6 »
well remember that my own earliest field of 13too'
was a most difficuit and discouraging onep ty
fooiishiy determincd to quit it at the first oppOrt"~
My forbearing Master kept me there, and prO01 ti
most abundant revival ram dcscended upon ilt "to
field, and made it sweet and blooming as a gard'
roses. I narrowly missed losing one of the rco
mercies and most profitable lessons of rny whol 0 5 ,if
Oh, how often our strengytl lies in sitting stilil -n


