MISS LAINE'S SECOND RECITAL.
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(From King Renes Daughter)
OF Miss Laine's songes, Rosex and Philladie Flots Me, roused

wore enthusiasm than any of the others, at all were well
reecived.  We did not think Miss Laine was in her best voice last
nicehit; she seemedd to tire wore quickly than usual, and was
decidedly better afwer cach rest. The song with viola obligate
wax excremely pretty and very ceflective, but we were rather
disappointed at the effect of the viola as a solo instrument.
Space does not adwuit a detailed eritique this week, but we must
comvratalate Miss Laine on the success of the Concert, and the
Docrings on the reeeption given to theiv compositions.  Herr
Klinzenfeld’s violin solo was encored, which showed that the bulk
of the audience werve of one apinion in preferring the violin to
the vinja for solo work.

THE BACCARAT SCANDAL. .

........ Henry Swart,

Ml the English papers, Socicty and otherwise, are full of the
Bacrarat Scandal,  Some of them regand it ina very serions light,
in the * Nincteenth Century,” Mr. Batt says, *“that a game of
lacearat might lead to the tottering of a constitution.”  Thix
seetns pretty strong, but no doubt great capital will be, and indecd
bas been, made by the democratic press out of this scandal in
whirh the Prince of Wales ix so unpleasantly mixed up. The
fact of the Heir Apparent playing cands for high stakes and
plaving in the company of men who have cven Iuen accused of
cheating, although they nay be innocent, has wounded the tender
feelings of the great mass of the middle clavses in England.

The facts of the case arc these: during & house-party at
Tranly Croft, the residence of Mr. Arthur Wilson, every evening
ahont (welve a sufet game of haccarat was indulged in. The
stake~ were small, that iz small fur the people who were playing.
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The Prince was generally the banker, one of the heaviest players
was Sir William Gordon-Cunnuings, whose stakes varied from £3
to 515,  On the evening of Scptember 7th, Mr. S. Wilson, a son
of the host, thought he saw Sir William cheating, by adding
additional counters to his pile, when he saw that his side of the
table was going to win, Toany one who knows the gawme, it will
easily Le apparent how he eould do this, especially asin a friendly
game of this kind there was no doubt a good deal of talking
going on,  Mr, Wilson having observed this told his neighbor at
the table, Mr. Sevett. who, on walching, thought he saw the same
thing. On the following evening they arranged the table so that it
was necessary to put the moncy across a chalk ling, so that iv
would e casy to watch and sce if anyone tampered with the
counters, which, by the way, were of Russian leather, and there-
fore noiseless.  They also took Mr. Lycett Green and Mrs, Lycett
Green into their confidence, and also Mrs. Arthur Wilson. All
three persons were certain they saw  Sie William  Gordon-
Cumming tamper with his. counters.  Then they all did a most
foolish thing, instead of hushing it up and stopping baccarat, as
it scems to me could easily have been done, they put the matwer
into the hands of General Owen Williams and Lord Coventry,
two of shrewdest men in London to-day.  They were old fricnds
of Sir William, and known to be wmen of the world in every
capacity. These two decided that they would draw up a docu-
ment. for Sir Wa. to sign, the substance of which was that in
consideration of the promisc of all parties to remain silent, he
woull undertake never to play cards again as long as he lived.
This they submitted to the Prince, who approved of their action.
Sir Win. very reluctantly sizned this, and only did so on being
strongly pressed by H. R. H.  He eventually signed saying “ that
to sizn would be an acknowledginent of guilt,” and fiemly assert-
ing his innocence of the accusation made against him,

The paper was put in the hands of the Prince, but somchow
or other the facts leaked out and became public property, and Sir
W entered his action of slander aminst the parties named.
According to latest accounts it is all Jikely to be settled amicably
through the good offices of Prince Aliert Victor. But the fact
remains that it is & most regrettable incudentand one that way lead
to more serious consequences.  There is no doubt that gambling at
cards is at present on the inerease, games that a few years ago
were played or beans or counters arc now played for some sum
of money. And it is in these games, where general talk and chat
is going on and no one is playing scriously, that an opportunity is
offered for cheating, because no one cver thinks fit and no one
watches anyone else, as they might do in a more scrious game.
Even the cheating that goes on in an ordinary game of Progres-
sive Euchre, where the prize is only some tritle, is as wrong as
cheating where the game is for higher stakes. And yetis very
common even here in Halifax. I darcsay people do it thought-
lessly and do not think they are doing any harm, but they should
remember that some day or other the results way be as serious as
they now arc to the Baronct, who although he wmay be proven
innoceng in the courts can never really recover his fair name,
which he won in many a hard ftight in Egypt and in Soudan.
Thercfore, 1 think if people mect to play cards, as round games,
and talk and chat mecanwhile, they ought not to play for moncy
no matter if it only be for one cent points.  But i? they ir‘end to
play for moncy, then let them play scriously, so that there can be
no cheating or underhand play of any kind.

We ought to remcinber that small things lead to great, and [
firmly Lelieve that any lady or gentlewman, and ladies in this are
as bad as men, who would be guilty of cheating at ive

euchre, would not stop at cheating when playing, let us sav poker,
for $10 limit. L
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