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clergy and laity, who desire to reform, not to destroy, the ancient historical Church
of Ttaly. .

* Many are 'convineed of the evils resulting from the exaggorated pretensions
of the Bishop of Rome, from the genoral disuse of Bible reading, from liturgical
worship in a dead tongue. from cuforced colibacy awl similar distinetive Roman
practices, espeeintly from the increase of Maviolatry, by which the mediatorinl cha-
racter of onr Blessed Liord is so serionsly obseured. .

“ The two Bishops have had the satisfaction of holding several conferences with
Ttaliang thus disposed to Church Reformation.

+*They bave no doubt whatever that a desire exists for a liturgieal worship, in
the vernncular tongue, free from the superstitions gradually introduced by the
JOhurch of Rome. v

“This desire, the Bishops conceive, is a necossary and logitimate rosult of the
information which has beeu copveyed and the convicetions It has produced ; they
bolieve that the effect of diseouraging it would, be in every way disastrous.

* When consulted by Italians, they have disclaimed all notion of reproducing
in Ttaly u copy of the Anglican Liturgy (as used either in England or Amerien);
but they are satisfied, from much evidence that has reached them, that those
Italians, whether priests or laymen, who hre cast out of their original communion,
too often find no opportunity of -satisfying their religious needs in accordance with
Chureh principles and Church order, and thus have no resaurce but to unite thewm-
selves to one or other of the non-Episcopal bodies ; or they lapse into a conditien in
which, practically, they have no opportunities of worsliip, -and thus,run grievous
uisk of drifting into infidelity. - . T
~ *“The two Bisfiops helieve that priests who may be no longer able to submit to-
the unseriptural and uncatholic terms of communion "which the Church of Rome

" imposes are nevertheless bound, undér these circumstances, to supply the means of
grace to their countrymen situated like themselves. This duty, the Bishops con-
ceive, flows from the, original comimission of such priests to minister God’s word and
sacraments. ' .

“ Before parting, on the termination of a journey which, in the orderings of
(tod’s Providence, bas so unexpectedly énablel them jointly to make these
enquiries and observations, the two Bishops are anxious jointly to commend to the
various members of their respective branches of the Church the duty of assisting
the following objects :—

. (1) The dissemination of the Holy Seriptures anl such information as may
tend to promote a sound and sober Reformation of the [talian Chureh-on primitive
Catholic bnses

*(2) Toward the support of such priests, of undoubted moral and religious
character, as may, for conscience’ sake, suffer loss of their ecclesiastical preferment,
awd consequently fall into- distress.

4(3) Toward the maintenance of religions services conducted by such priests
as & temporary and provisional measure, during the transitional stage which ‘inust
clapse before the Reformation movement can be expectod to become national,

“They hold that an indispensable condition, of - rendering assistance to this- lnst
object should be careful investigation on the spot to ascertain that such religious.
services spring from a. genuine and spontaneous desire on the part of the Italian
clergy and luity, and that the sincerity of this desire should: be attested by earnest.*

" native efforts to meet-the needful expenses.” '

Milen, May, 1866. S



