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whichi everywhere prevailed. From the conquest of Alexandria by
the Sar-acens, ftt the beginning of the sevcnth century, at wvhich date
the Egyptian papyrus ceascd to be iinported into Europe, to the close
of the tenth, there werc~ no màterials for ivriting, cxccpt parchment,
whiclî ias so expeusive as to prevent its use for purposes of literature.
As a resuit of this, the practice origiuated of erasing manuscripts in
order to place otliers on the sanie skin. Th'Ie effeet of this wvas, that
the writings or rccordedl observations of many ancient authors were
completely IÔst, and no sooner wvas the material for thougit, accumu-
lated, than it wvas lu danger, from this very cause, of being consigned
to eternal oblivion. The Chiurcli, then, ivas the sole lîglit of' the age,
a light whose rays were exceedingly refracted in tlieir passage tlîrough
the atmosphere of ignorance, which, like a thick cloud, overhung the
land. Objects of thouglit, faets and truthi, wvere tlîus made to occupy
positions, and to assume fornîs which, iii reality, they did not, possess.
Trutlî was distorted and fact misrepresented. 'Plie Churchl did flot
educate, in the truc sense of the word. Tlic tendency of hier teaching
was to cranip the mental and mocral energies, by forcing tliem into
grooves of bier ow'n creation ; to destroy tliat -vholesoine liberty ôf
thougflit, and moral seif-reliance -%vhieli is the inevitable result, of ail truc
edicatiô*n, and to promote a mental timidity and slavery, destructive
to ail mental or moral progress. As lier teaching ivas sectarian, so,
ber metlîod wvas unnornial. Shie enforced lier own tenets upon the
child-age, and compelled. asseut thereto, irrespective of any objeet
save the establislhment of her own authority ànd the extension of lier
boundaries. Liglit, -%vhich did flot emanate from lier, wvas darkness.
Knowledge from any otiier source wvas ignorance. T->rutli, when flot
seen through lier glasses, wvas falseliood. Tixe age, as yet, however,
was too yung to realize its position; too ignorant to resist hier
authority or question lier prerogative. The ignorance of the age
rendered it subaxissive ; its childhood promoted obedience. Ignorance
rarely thrives alone ; it is a weed whieh, reproduces itself in a tliousand.
hateflil forms, whichl defy almost ev*ery attempt at eradication. Super-
'stition is onè of its offspring, whichi along wvith its cause, tlirives best
on the soil of childhood. We have already mentioned that science
was proscribed by the Churcli as ineonsistent. -vith revelation, and its
pursuit strie.tly disco untenanced. Ail facts wvere received through
eccl.esiastical spectacles, and. forced to fit into preeonceived tenets and
beliefs. There ivas a prevailing opinion towards the latter end of the
age which we are just now considering, that the millenium wvas near
at hand, and the end of the world rapidly approaching. The dark
shadows of universal ignorance whieh everywhere prevailed, no
doubt, gave origin to such a gloonxy prediction. Certain siguas in the
heavens also appeared, whiclî, being explicable in no other way, were
regarded as omeus of the approacli of the final day mentioned in
Revelation, and tiiere assoeiated with similar appearances. An army,,
xnarching under Otho 1, is said to have been so, terrified by an eclipse
ofihe sun that it dispersed on all sides in the wildest confusion. Mi
charters began with the following words, "As the world 15 flow draw-
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