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THE HISTORY OF CANADA.

LETTER 1.

—— v Dear Youne
Frienps,—Sowne

S time since you
perhaps read in the ¢ Snow Drop,” a series of
letters on the History of Canada from its discovery
: by Jacques Cartierin 1535, to its capture by Eng-
land in 1759, and to the treaty signed at Paris, (which
is the capital city of France,) in 1763, by which treaty
( the French King, Louis the Fifteenth, transferred all his
rights over this country to Great Britain. I trust, my
young friends, that you found those letters instructive, and
{ as it is very important that we should all be acgnainted

with the bistory of our country, I now propose to continue
those letters, in telling you the events which happened here
from 1763, up to the present time.

I may here remark that I shall try to avoid saying anything in
my epistles which I may think untrue or partial, or that may
wound the religious or national prejudices of any of my young
readers.

The present letter will be occupied with a rief sketch of the
events which took place from 1763 to 1774.

By the law of nations, when one country is captured by another,
the conqueror has a right (o place those who are conquered un-
der his laws and government, unless it is otherwise expressly
agreed. Consequently as soon as Canada became a British Pro-
vinee, the French laws which were formetly in force here became,
by the conquest, abolished. But as the King of England was de-
sirous of being kind to his new Canadian subjects, he command.
cd, by his Royal Proclamation in 1763, that the French Cana-
diurs should continue to enjoy their own laws and customs with
regard to all matters except crime ; that the English who settled
here should have the English laws ; and because the criminal
law of England was milder than that of France, and because both
the English and French settlers liked it best, he likewise ordered
that it should govern the people of both races.

ft is very important that the laws of a country should be clear-
ly defined and thoroughtly understood, for without this knowledge



