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LE'rTER 1.

aY DEÀRtYouvrG

tirne since yoti
perhaps read in the "Snow Drop," a series ofi lettcrs on the Hîstory of Canada from its discovery
by Jacques Cartier in 1535, to its capture by Eng-

land in 1759, and to the treaty signed at Paris, (which
is the capital city of France,) in 1763, by which treaty

S the French King, Louis the Fifteenth, transferred ail hie
rights over this country to Great Britain. 1 trust, my
young friends, that you found those letters instructive, and
as iL is very imp)ortant that ive should dli bc acquainted
with, the history of our country, I now propose to continue
those letters, i i tellink you the even ts iwhich liappened here

froni i763) 111 to the prescrnt timre.
1 ,nay here rcmirk iliat 1 shall try to avoid saying anything in

iny episties which I may think untrue or partial, or that mnay
wvound the rcligious or national prejudices of any of my youag
1reade rs.

The present letter will be occupied with a brief sketch of tlic
evcnts which, took place from 1763 te 1774.

By the law of nations, when one country is captured by another,
tiie conqueror lias a riglit Io place those vvho are conquered un-
der bis iaws and governiment, unless it is otherwise expressly
agrccd. Consequently as soon as Canada became a'British Pro-
vince, the French laws whiclî wverc formierly in force here became,
Iy the conquest, abolished. But as the King of England ivas de-
tsirous of being kind to bis new Canadian subjects, he comniand-
ed, by his Royal Proclamation in 1763, that the French Cana-
diurs should, continue to enjoy their own laws and customs wvith
regard to ali matters except crime; that the English who settled
here shouid have the Englishi iaws ; and because the criminai
iaw of Engiand wvas milder than that of France, and because both
the Engiish and 'French settiers iiked it best, lie iikewise ordered
ihat it shouid govern the people of both races.

ît is very important that the iaws of a country shouid be clear-
ly de»Aned anez thoroughtly understood, for without this knowledge,


