
TALKS ABouT BooKs.

is the title of a cut represernting a disreputable bearded
tramp sitting outside his shabby rope-ridge tent in a piece
of ragged bush, anxd illustrates the Saturine nature of the
anonyrnous auhor's wit.

Everybody hias been reading 'We Macreegor," a
Scottish story, by J. J. Bell, who hias miale a fortune out
of it, published by Morang & Co., Toronto, and sold by
Mr. Chapinian for a quarter dollar. It bias 188 pages,
i8nio., an(l a paper cover iu MacGregor tartan. The book
is hardly a story ; rather a series of sketches in \Vhich humii-
hie, bnii very. far froni inean or sordid, Scottish citv life is
depicted, the characters fromi 1\'acGregor np to bis grandl-

p)arents, being, wiih bardly an exception, fine specirnens of
humanîity, eacbi exhibiting a large 1)nt not too ostentations
percentage of affection and tenderness. Thiere are both
humour and pathos in the book, but iey are nattural and
rarely over-wrought. The grcat chiarni of the sketch that
tides the reader over ihe nionotonv of nianv of M\acG'regor's
reinarks, is found in the simple naituralness of the narrative
and its 1)1gb, tbougb sulent, moral toue. Thc Donic is good,
s0 that "Wbit wey ?' lias becomie a favourite mode of
questioning. 'Paw" and "MT\Iw" are nu (loubt Scottish of
to-day, bt they are inmported Anglicisils thiat doui't imiprove
tbe dialect. Paw and Mawv are sawilev words: better tbe
Welslh Dad ani Mam.

Sonie timie ago 1 noticcd two books sent ont by the
New Tbongbt people of Chicago. Mr. Cbapmnan contribti-
'tes anoiher purple and gold Volume, Of 92 8vo. pages, price:
a dollar and ten cents, cal-led "The Heart of the Newv
Thoughit," by Mrs. Ella Wheeler Wilcox. There are sonie
good things in the book, sticl as the advice to forget tbe
dbsagreeable past, to l)e optinmistic. to cultivate strength of
cbaracter and perseverance. an(l somne really Chtristian vir-
tues are jnculcated, but niost of its cotnsel is along the liue
of brazen cheek ani selfish audacity. It also bias a strong
flavour of Chiristian Science. The chapter on A Worin-out
Creed rebukes pessimist, but ignores sin anci in its cheerfuil
Pantbeismn makes tbe New Thinker say: "I ai) ail good-
ness, love, truth, miercy, health. 1 arn a necessary part of
God's universe. 1 am a divine soul, and only good can
corne through me or to mie. God mnade mie, and He could


