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LIEUT. VINOBNT TOOK IN THE SITUATION AT ONCE.

THE SLAVE CITASE.

BY SYDNEY WATSON.
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CILAPTER VI.
LIEUTENANT VINCENT'S DISCOVERY.

T success of tho chase only male
Sticers and wen more eager for snothor
rrutse, and as soon as possible the vessol
«t Wack upon the old ground ; & strivter

g s.tch than over was kept, and everythmg

e 10 ensure 4 capture.

[ At certein places along tho coast of
Afriea, iiear to which the stave gangs from
4 mterior would be likely to strike the

coast on the completion of their toilsome,

deadly march, there were  temjnary
larracoons, or sheds, where the slives are
hept ready till the cowst was clear for the
dhow to stand in to shore, aud lead up
with her living freight. It often hagqered
lut a shipment could be stopped, nnd
wany sliwves liberated, and Arabs made
prisuners, by a little circumvention at these

Thus n cruser would drop a

Loat, loaded with every necessary for a

wonth's cruise.  Three days' sail from ono

of these stations the boat’s crew, getting

<loso into land or up somo coast river,

would then, by careful survey and silent

iu:nich, often sarpriso and make a good
aul,

This was tho plan the captain now

dearded upon.  The largest of the ship's

cutters wis well prepared, all her water
breakers filled with fresh water; biscuit,
teet, pork, ete, werestowed earefully n tho
wat’s bins; n portablo cooking stave,
anmumiion, rifles, revolvers, and last,
cuefully and securely fixed, & boat'’s gnn

il carriage, mado secure and veady for

warking, 1 the bow of the boat,

Euly un Tuesday moming the cutter,
1illy mauned, witn Lientenant Vincent m
R - harge, Sam Harper cockswain of the hoat,

-ud Joo Richands carpenter for the cruise,
bt _the ship's sido amid the cheers and
nod wishes of the crew.

* Vincent " shouted the captain, ‘“you
‘derstund fully where we will pick youup,
il being vll, threo weeks to-day 17
* Yes, sir.”

** You havetaken tho bearngs all right 7

s, sir.”

i Good-byo."

* Good-py«."

What a strange expericnee, to bo aflaat
«u the highty ocean in so sinall a craft, to
~ee that which has been your lome for
nealy -iwo years passing rapidly out of
;ﬂght! It wns a strange hfe—rough, coarse,
irco, full of discowmforts and yet with a
stango fascmation for mdny of tieso
young ‘faliows, (e thing was inovitahla
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m weh a hfe, the “oete”
Aepatation between  oflicor
and men was sy, and al-
twost anpercephitly, hioken
down, and Ralph Vincent
found n certan comfort
the conversitiony varned on
in quict tones between Ram
Harper, Joo Richads, and
hnnself,

Une ovening, dutiig one
of tliesns bivouaca axlinre,
tost of tho nen had gono
oft for a strall, nud ho found
himself alone with our two
fricnds, 8o ho raid,

“Tlow Jong hisvo you boen
o Christian, J(ich:mfl"

“Newly fivo years now,
gir, It was about threo
yearms beforo T jeined this
ship

*And do your religious
duties give you mny pleasure?
You always seem &0 ~ingu-
latdy free nd joyous, and
s does your chum, Harper,
and I cannot guite under-
stand it.”

“Well, no, sir, I do not
think  that  my rddigions
duties give me ph-.-uurc. or
mako mo hapyy

“Then, my denr tellow,
what is it that you have,
that makes you 6o joyous, that 1 have not,
and do not even wndestand 1

*Well, siv, Fmnst spoh pta sy af Tam
to help you at all ; aned thus rev v to o to
bo such an awfully tnpertat notter that [
pray God to help we, and to help you to
understand it,”

“ My dear fellow, you cannot think huw
anxious [ am ahout thiz matter, and, as
yousay, it is impoertant T am very giad
wo happen to be away from the ship; we
cin talk more freely, and thete is not so
much to distractattention. I not hesitate
to speak qguito fiecly: you know near
about all that has happened sinco 1 have
been with you in the ship, and, unless I
am very much mistaken, yow aud Harper
have been watching mo for some time.”

““ Yes, sir, that wo have, and more than
watching you, we've been praying for you.
Wu saw you were not Lupp f, and we
wanted to see you right with God, for
once & man is rizht with God he ix happy.”

“That 1is \vfmt, I don't wnderstand,
Richards—what do you mean by being
right with God? What am I to do more
than Tam doing to be right with God 1
You kunow how vecklessly 1 carriod on, till
T was laid down with fover in Trincotnnlee ;
and, when I was getting better, I made up
my mind to preparc myself for death,
whenever it might come, by living right
for the future. This T have been doing
over since, but every day I grow moro
ﬁuzzlcd‘ and confused, and unhappy, I

eliove. Now, if I am on tho wrong tack,
where am I wrong? Which is the right
tack, and how am I to get thero?”

Thero was a quiet smile on tho faco of
both the seamen as they quictly listened to
this confession.

Then Ricliards said, slowly and deli
berately, **Supposing, sir, that all your
living to-day was pleasing in tho sight of
Gad, what about all your past sivs—the
sing of all the years before you were ill,
and mado up your mind to be good—how
do you propose to get rid of them ™

*Well, that is strange, Richanls; 1 do
not remember that thought ever once cross-
ing my mind. I have been taken up with
n constant cffort tolive what T thought
right. What do I nced to sce fir-, do you
think ?”

* Well, sir,"” replied Richanls, *“aro you
willing to take thesinner’s placo 1 Of course,
there is n great difference betiwveen your
position in life and mine, and yet I know
somcthing about the heart’s unwillinguess
‘to tako thesinner’s place. When 1 wes
converted to God, during a fortnight's
mission in South London, I was a respect-
ablo young man, an apprentice, nearly out
of my time, always attended a plac: of
worship, was n teetotaller, and generally
looked upon as s most religions young
fellow Lecauso of these things; but, like
Nicodemus, I had never been * boran again,’
and on the jmrticular nighe that [ sought
and found marcy with Gad, chenugh Jomus,

the miwionary hul taken for hoe taay
CThere 1o no ditfinenes ' and w1 neany
dbstiatione amd vory stiught ik, he
showed plonly that sin anforgiven was
wtnan Gesd wehe, whether st war vwjpeen o
A ety goebded o ruughe Now wheny God s
Spant jassal the truth upen e, that 1
was trustugg i my own life of ne raity,
my cwn nghteassae s, that was de oo, and
[ wanted hfe, 1 just passesd anta the
oty rounn, at the anvitaten of the
msaotary, and, kneehng weepnng at one
of the forms, 1 cried to God to save mw
from mynclf.

*Now at this very moment one of the
workers  drew near mo to help, and
oprning his Bibly he anid, *See what Gl
wayn,” when just at the moment [ beamo
cotnerons of anvther form pressang aganst
me, ns ho knelt betweons mo and the next
cimpiarer. At the samo time o nnnglad
odour of drink, tobucco, old mgs and
Vanes, and skius, becuns very oottt oven
amd my anxioty. T glanead round at my
compaman, reeomized at onee, with a
cortam foehing of wounded pride gl dis-
gust, a drunkon myg and bone mea, whe
lived in our own srect. o was erymg
aloud for mercy  * Oh, God, bo mereful to
moe a sinner! Ho cried again and again,
and ther and then the Spirit pressed
honie the sermon with mighty power to me,
and I thought, *I camo liers 1o seek God
us o ginner, it's my only plea,’ amd though
I folt a momentary dislike and disgust of
iy compuattion, yot there wo wereon the
same Jovel - ho called himself a sinner, and
so did I laa e nt Tand -douad, Y,
Lord ¢ Chrict Jesus came into the v arld to
savo stuners. 1 oam o aupner, o e to
s4vo tre, and the watker 4t my pposite
sido stud, * Yoo, that'sat; you ha o taken
the lost sinner's place, now take the jost
sinner's Savientr.  Jo s said, “Him that
comethunto e I will in no wise » -t out,”
Now you huvo come as the last -nunor te
the Saviour, do you beliove hotab «s you sn,
or does he cast yon out t Listen« reomore,
‘e that believeth on the Son »+ Al ever-
lagting Iife.” Do you—' But 1 tell you
what it is, gir: before thu friend coulld say
another word, I was on my {e v with all
tho bunden rolled right asway, k-wwving my
sins were forgiven, because I h o comeo as
Jesus asked we, and belioved he was true ;
and from that day to th, all th. * God heas
over snid to my soul, or done fo. me, hing
come through the fint great tr-th, the
basis of all the others, belivving Lud's
Wonl about his Son.”

**Thank you very much, Richard; this
scems all smpldo and plan encugh, bue I
cannot say I quite see just how to uso these
‘steps,’ but I've no doubt—"

At this moment a shout in the distance
fell upon the ears of officer and men. The
former sprang to his fect and listoned for a
momens, then said, —

* Follow me, men |
I wonder?”

Following the sound of the voices, they
soon came upon the others, who wero
surrounding a poor, gaunt-looking biack,
with the heavy wooden slavo stick or cullar
upon his neck, and his right wrist and
ankle encircled with iron clasps, attached
to cach of <hich was a strong chamn of wron
linky, which, though hanging luosely, made
it nupossible to dov much with esther arm or
leg.  Licutenant Vincent took m the
situation at vnce.  The man wan one of a
gang of slaves who, on the march, had
succeeded in excuping, probably at night,
aud that, hampered with laslavo stick and
the chained swrist und ankle, s fine o
liberty was as bad if not wone thru his
formcr slavery.  Making lum undentand
by sigus that they were hus fruends, they
led hin along to their littde camype.

On the JJow jeaumey back, the hicutenant
urged Tuchards to harry forwamt to get
sume touls oud ready to rehove the poor
black of las boaeis, aud an hittlo au e s
half an hour, great awelling tears roll-d
down the faco of this povr negre, a8 ho
stood up and waved his arms, and leaped
as well a8 s weakened frame would let
him, ireo now 10 the {uilest sense of the
word . and, as Richards left the group of
excited sariors, who weo watching the freed
wan cat gome LLtiw! pea soup, which Jad
been warmed up fur hiso, he noliced
Lieutouant Vincent with a puzzled, auxiwus
look upon Ins face, standing night away
froin them all, thaugh watching the xeene.

What's the nutter,

Seizadl with A melden anpals dua 1ad
s toscdn desvg aged cresaing: aver to the
otllcer, he s guted lum, sy ongg, -

21 L year parden, mr, but here seems
to me teata wonl to you m your soul
difh uley

Wy, how do you mean, Richands?®

CWelll e, yon were ke the shave
ohee was, Yo were bonnd o a whode wang
of voy olnnk, and guabling, et e of
other thigge- but you brake aw oy from
thew all, just as that poor blak s e
havo broken awny from the slave gmge
But lie hasn't been happy, wir e cont
lovk up into the cocon-nut grdus, sl nee
thoir fruib at the top, but he couldnt
clinh, he couldn’t cat tho frue, be canne
of 1 collar and chain ; and {f Le had il
by would have died bound and starved
amid plenty,”

*Go on, Richards, go on,” sl the
officer with intense eagyrneas.

** You havo broken away from the alave
mang to which you wero ones boan i, sir,
tut therv are tho bonds of s'f, anid self.
effort, and it will only bo by anthier hanl
that you can ovor bo freed ; 3t's 8 Puereed
Hnmi that must suap your chama, ‘s
Jerus® hand alono can dothis, and God asks
you to helieve, nud expeet fum to do it for
you,  Now, there is nothing you can do;
Christ alene can wave.”

I’ulting out his hand to Richanly, «he
oflicer said, as they clasped hands,—

**1t is clear as _\']igllnt to me now , why
havo I beenso blinded ¢ h')‘ self -nghtenus.
ness hing been nsscales tomy oyes. May Ged
blesa you, Rechands. Godl ot anly used
you with your tools i the physieal deliver-
ance of that peeer blk slae, but ho used
you by your plan stating of ample truth to
the spappnug of my spiritual bonds,  God
bless you.”

Aud after a little more converkation, Joo
toe + up hui tools snd went off to pat. them
away. d to tell Sam the good news, and
toge:l e, balund a cwp of bush, the
kuelt and thankd God  for s work
accemplished i th « new born soul.
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BOOKS ETADE OF OLAY.

FFar away beyand the plams of Mesopwo
tauna, on the bauks of the river Tigris, he
the ruins of the anaent aty of Nineveh
Not long sico huge mounds of « ath and
stone marked the place where the palaces
and walls of the proud capital of Lie great
Assynian empre stood. The spade-—fimt
of the Frenchan, then of the Euglish.
man  has cleared tho carth away and Iaid
baro all that remntng of the old streets and
palaces where the pninces of Assyris walked
ond lIivedd.  The gods they wonshipped and
tho books they read have all besn rovealed
to the sight of a wondering world.

Tho mnost curzous of all the curious Uxirl)fn
prosurved in this wonderful manner aro the
clay bouks of Nineveh. The chief library
of Ninvveh was contained in tho pmlace of
Konyunjik. The clay books which it con-
tams are compased of sets of tabilets covered
with very small wnting. Tho tablets are
oblong in shape ; and whon sovoeral of thein
were uved for one book. the first line of
tho tablet following was wntten at the end
of the one preceding it.

Tho writing on the tablets was of courw
done when tho clav was saft : rnd then 1t
was baked to hardun it Then each tablet
or Laok was numberad, and assgned o a
plice mn tho htrary with a eorreaponding
munber, o that the himaran coulld redily
finsd 1t, Just eeour I araaneed taday numn
ber tho Luoks we re?

Among theso books are t be found col-
lectioma of bymns (ta the goda) deacrip.
tions of aannds and birdy stanes and
vegetabloa, ax well ay of himory, travels,
ete.  Perhuspecthed o litt e Ninovite einldren
of long oo ook the ssvae denghr that the

soung fulks of to day v 1 storen of the
{)mh. beasts, and iurects of \savria

Tho Assyoans aml  Dabylonans wero
great students of astpenoray  Tho method
of telling time by the shn, and of marking
it by the instruinent called A sun-dial, was
invented by the Iatter nsion. None of
our mcdern clocks and watches can be com-
pared to the sun-dl for accurscy.  Indeed,
wo hiavn {0 regnlate nur crn inven-
tinns by the «)1 Babylonian ono. ~TTavper’s
Yoring Pople,

nbunued.)




