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many more before a change will come for the
better. I see nothing but distress eround me;
my neighbours’ faces exhibit only discontent
and alarm—business is bad—the times are out
of joint, and I am dying with ennui. In fact
4is time, high time, that I were closing up my
concerns too, and making arrangements to fol-
iow to a better land.”” And Mr. Excitable
wrned and paced the foor rapidly, as he
cogitated long andintensely with himself upon
the propricty of taking tins important step.—
The day continued gloomy enough, favounng
very anuch his train of thought, and by the
time he was ready to go to tea he had about
made up his mind to close business and be
off.

This determination, however, as yet vague
:nd indefinite, was almost wstantly dnven
from his mind by the domestic scene that, as
zsual, awnited lum at his home.  We have be-
fore stated that Mr. Exciable possessed a
iovely fanuly. e repeat the siatement; and
when Alr. Excitable entered Ins house, and be-
&cld his smuling pariner waiting, as usual, to
nceive him, and conduct him to the faguly
Yoard, that was set out in his snug lule par-
iaur, laden with its accustomed dehcacies, and
wound which alrcady were gathered two
Slooming daughters and a laughing, chubby
ke boy, who salated him on his entrance, in
anoisy, but welcome voice, by an eadcanng
tpithet, it Tequires no streich of the fancy to
conceive how guickly the pareats and hus-
fnd’s mind was changed from iis gloomy,
Gscontented mood, 10 a siate of pleasure, and
gelighitful satisfaction, on mceting his family
weie. Eisheart condemned hiu for induiging
a fanciful urhappiness, when there was so
mwch real hapriness «n store fur hun, aad of
=Lich hic tastal cvery Jay.  Instaniy forget-
(2 his troubles in hischit chat wiih the mem-
lers of his faunlly, he no longer doemed han-
«ifaloady man. Fortunatdy, the feillowing
ay was warnn and plesaat; tie storm having
sien place to 2 muld air, and sofiening sun,
weet presages that summer had, at leagih
;u.::na!lg set @ This change ia the weather
&+ amed to confirm the change i Mi. Excda-
Ws mind, for he saitled himsdf quetiy to
=sness, and thoaght no mosc of going to the
west dureng the whole summa, bs ncghdours
ling oo busy with thur agriculiaral opuaions
5 spend Lmce to0 kvt him on swhyects that
13 not immetiatdy affeet thed pasteuios eil-
1338, and he boing hiaiscif 100 et cugiossed
Ith his garden, his business, and G amase
}:cn:s of the scasor; 1o allow of his nind wan-

i

dering to distant scenes and prospects for com-
fort or consolauion.

But thisdelightful season, (asCanadian sum-
mers generally are,) could not always last.—
Late full came, alas! 100 soon, with its long
raineand deep mud, 1o cut short the pleasures
of suinmer; and dark, dismal November, with
us sleets, frosts, and lugh winds, ushering in
old winier, cre the poor husbandman had fully
secured lns hard and precarious carmings.—
Happy would 1t have been for Mr. Exatable,
had he becn able 1o inuster sufficient resclution
to shake off the sympioms of his returning
malady dunng this irying scason. But this
he could not do. As the dreary months, when
to leave the house was a thing almost impos-
sible—when business was at rearly a dead
siand, and men sought the comfort of their
heated stoves, or fier-places, passing thar time
as best they mmghy, when the blasis of winter
swept trimmphantly over the plain—as these
dreary months advanced, and they were not
short, M:. Excuabie feit a rcnewal of his
despondeacy, ennui, and discontent, with re-
doubled force. e strove—vainly strove—ta
combat his discase, and overcome it by turning
s attenuwn to the arrangement of his books,
and looking up old accounts; and when this
resource was exhausted, by reading pohical
papers, and, finally, novelsand romances ; but
all would not do. He had once given way 10
the demon disconient; hie had once suffered
the syren fancy to poison hit mind’speace; he
had once allowed the imaginauon to transport
hun from the things of reality to thic regionsof
arr and nothungaess, to scck hapmness and
consolation; and all his powers were notnow
sufficicnt to shake off the iilusive approzches.
Every return of bad weather—cevery word of
complaint uttered by a dsappointed nayghboar,
and every wayward thooght that carned his
imagination to theland of happiaess, where his
fr:ends, by repore, were enjoying the fruits of
thest enterpnss, brosght hum 10 a punful sense
of his misc.y, and aroused the flame of hisdis-
content; and saveral umes before the opening
of spuing, had he madcup his mind o emigrate,
2rd as often had he been warncd from lus .pur-
pose bytheseme powerful cruse before related 5
bat at every succeeding ume, however, with
lcss doason and certamty, unal he had atlast
artived at the condiuon of the traveller, who,
cormag 1o two roxds lcading in different dirce-
Lons, s wndificrent which to take and decydes
the point by tamng his canc to lat 1 falltothe
ground, and the read it favours m sts fall o
pursuc



