
THE AMAZtANTMÉ.

-he lure, in your liantis, is mvy beart turnd
izideocut! Lenti rue your goid ebaini, Kwon-

t-se, anti, Taya! conte bither. anti put it on
sneck!"

Tava gtîded ta tire emperor, but Le-pib rose
o Wr feer, wvîti a sliglit flush on lis forebeati,
d srooti erect andi niotioniess.

"iLet it please your intpcriai ni-rjest%'," ire-
a frera onient's pause, "ro thestow uponi

sOmgft icss ;in iitan a chau.'
ICarbtircle cnf Budia ! What wouid the

ýýaih h e"exclairncd Tang in astonishniù-ît.
Fis nor the goiti cliain of a mandarin gond-

tougit for biis accieprance!"
M y poor sang,"' rcplii-d Le-pib, modcstly

castung down bis eyes, issuficicntly rpaj.d
1.v yen- m ajes*ty' s pra*sCs. The cha!n uf thie

mandarin wouid gali the neck of the 1,0crt.-
Ye-.f 1 nigt baie a rtward mare valu-

In Fo*s naine wbat is il ?- sai rixe cnibar-
raset emperar.

Ktvtnfoot.-e laid ilis baud un, iis s-Ciiier.
a hs danîgh-Itir biuslied anti tre-nbe-i.

*'Thcbroki ni spangicon the riiîeprcf Tab-a!"

'. L .pb tnig baif ind*ffcrenitiy awrry.
Loiàd ir...gitd tbe Iadics -f' te court, anti

,Krçnfootsc wa.-l.cti fromn tht bard w1tb a look
of contempt, but the emperot- read more trîrly
àie ,)roudi anti Itiiete sýpiri:t that dictateti tiear

.- ,v;anti in thar inunit ut proleabiy coi-
rrec tbe fricnidsh;p vith %wiîicb, ta te end

ëf his peactfîri reign, Tang distingLishedti he
nasi gifieti pocî of lis tUie.

the loveiy datrghit r of te mnu.rin was
w:' bchim)the be iaperar in lier initerlorct-.; ton of

:bce cita-racticr of Le-péi, and ar Aite srclpcd for-
-- rd in put thecdctacitd i tangIt intobrls baud,
ýhc beut on iutî a look feu of carncsi curiosa y
aad admiration.

W1hat othiers gavi, ine.' lie inuriiured in a
ii ocpres;ng" iltewrii triflin ta l

i icie nie tir slave; but wlîiat Taya

shîp)ful Societ y" wvas neot fuIiowed by any
change iu lits nierry mnannErs, nor apparentiy
i)y any imiproventent in iris woridiy condition.

His iinurber stili soii mlars iii the public mar-
ket, andi Le-pih stili rode, cvery few days,. ta
the miarsir, for his panniers of rushes, andi ta
ail corners, amnong bis aid acquainrances, bis
lute andi song wc:.c as rcady and as gratuitous
as e.ver.

Ail tis ti'r.e, bowever, the fair Taya was
consumîing w',rba pas!;ioniate nielaneboiy wlîich
inade sraring ravages in ber health, and the
proud mandarin, wbose affkcenon for bis chul-
dren Nvas equal tao bis pride, in vain shiit lis
cves ta the causet, andi eat up his bieart Nvith
niort.ficatiun. Wàhcni the fulli moon came round
anal, rv.mind .nfg hima of the selles the iast

moultI hati sitone up)o.-,Kw.oifoatse seemeti sud-
dcniy lîghîLnicd of his care, and his superb g-ar-
tiens on te lcà-io were as suddcniy alive with
lircparatrans for anotber festi% ai. Kepi in close
confinement, poor Taya feti otu lier sorrow, in-
different ta the rumneurs of inariage w-h!ch
coi.id canctrn onlv bier sisters; and the ailier
dt.moisciies Kw onfoolse incd in vain, %-trtiî flut-
t,.riing licirts, to pry mbt thecir fa-ther's secret.
A inarriagre il %%as ccrtainly ta bc, for Ilte Ian-
ta-ns wcre pir.tt.-d uf tire colour of pcach-bias-
sonts-but wbiose invtrriage

Il %%,s an intoxcating summncr's mornring,
aInt the sun w-as busy cailhng the den~ back ta
bieavcn, utni Illte birds %viid w:îh cnreating it
Ia SUIv. (5o a Le-p;hI dcs-cribe t-,;1) when down
the~ narrow street in w-hich the poet's moilher
plieti iîa vocation. ibiere came n gay procession
of iioun-.teti sarvants w-ah a ci hors, rzchly

ca-pairsonnd., in tip centre. The nue who rode
before bdcd on li:s lpominci a vcivet cushion,

bail zab:nn:ailr tire Sunl. Ont flcw Ille necigh-
botîrs as thei ciattcrn.- ig otfs- rame on, and
roUrect liv it: cries -indti e barkiing of dogs,

forth cam thc utothùr of Lte-)ib. foiiowcd by
ptw e îciaink tlîaîdlraw-s lir Io nwlos. te poc t litniscif, but lecading h;s htarse by tho

Kwanfooisc liroba.-iuiy iîouplît tbant Lc-piits blr,,iie, for lie litat just thirown on blis pannicrs,
rJ.nc bd lasteti long cnoiig*- for at thîs- andi w-as bcî.ad out of the city Ia crît his hun-

izzmrnt rhe sky sc-nrd irstistg n:to flami die of ruell-s. The poer gazeti An the pageant
irha su-idden tumîrîti c f firc-w-ork -, andi in the w.bth-c amîrset cur.oewty of orbers.-; wandrr-

ec,iiusion thiat mtmdiaîely scedd.tti inz %%lbaî il couI rît an, abroati at sa cariy nn
Zi»- bis wvav t.teue t) Itle biank of ili- bolra; but, ltoldinz baick bis sorry benst uc Ict
--ça, ani vas rec-cnveyt-d ro the spot of iîs lthe pra.ncrng hore.-c-.i bave-.1 aithc room tht-
i>st embarkation, ru Ille sine sient m.-nncr i--qi.:red, Île u-as st«-.rile-d bya revereatiatl t l
mt-h wvhrcb he ltad riprronclbed the priviieged fi-cm the bcarer cf ite «~vtcîîshion, Wiga,

Z42. ~dr.iwntig up lus fAliawers in front of îhc pAet's
Dir'ng tltc fuilntving mûntlh, Le--pâlt ciemc- bous, dsn ne andi retquetcd to spcnk with
.urin rtqutsr.n- atflic impeniai palace. but, ta 1him iu privai-

thz surprmre of his fncnds, the kee-p-ng af "w-ar- iTying his bot-se ta the dcor-1pcis, Le-pih l-d


