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niay bereafter be, kcpt as hostages for the

U urposes stated ia the letter from, Major
encrai Doatborn.
His Exceilency the Commander of the

Forces, in announoing to the troops the com-
nmands of lus Royal Highness, the Prince
Begent, is confident that they wiil feel sensi-
ble, of the parental solicitude which lis Royal
Ulighness bas evinced, for the protection of the
person and honor of' the British soidier, thus
grossly outraged in contempt of justice, hu-
manity, and the Law of Nations, in the persons
of twcnty-three soldiers placed in close con-
finement as hostages for an equai numnber of
traitors who had beeii guilty of the «base and
unnatural crime of raising their parricidal
arms against that country which gave them
birth, and who have been delivered over for
legal trial to the just iaws of their ofi'ended
country.

The British soldier will feel this unprincipled
outrar e, added to, the galling insults itnd cruel
barbarities that are, daily, wantoniy intticted
on many of his unfortunate comirades, who
have fallen into the enemy's hands, as ad-
ditional motives te, excite bis determined
resolution neyer to resign bis liberty but with
bis life, te a foc so regardless of ail sense of
honor, justice and the rights of w'ar.

(Sigaed,) EDWÀARD BA-iNES, -
Adj't. Gen.

Early in ]3ecember the commander of the
forces received a communication from Major
Gen. «Wilkinson, by Colonel Macomb, of the
United States army, bearing a fia g of truce,
stating that the Government of the United
States adhcring unaiterably to the principie
and purpose declared la the communication
of General Dearborn had, by way cf reprisa],
ordered forty-six British officers into close
confinement. On receipt of this communica-
tion the governor orâered ail American officers
toithout distinction of rank to be immediateiy
piaced in close confinement, and in pursuance
of this, Generals Chandler, Wincbester and
Winder were conveyed from their quarters
at fleauport, to Quebec for confinement. At
the sanie time the foilowing order was
issued:

Generai Order, Adjutant General's Office,
l2th Pecember, 1813.

Ilis Excellency the Governor-in-Chief and

Commander of the Forces bas to announce te
the troops under bis command, tbat ho has
received a communication frovxi Major Gen.
Wilkinson, commanding a divisior., of the army
of the United States of Aniorica, by order of'
his government, of which the fc.llowing is
an extract:

"The Governiaý,cnt of the U3nited States
adbering unalterably te the principie and
purpose deciared ia the communication of
General Pearbora to yen, on the subject of
the twenty-tbree American soldiers, prisoners
of war, sent te L ngland te, be tried as crimi-
nais; and the confinement of a like namber
of B3ritish soidiers, prisoners of war, seiected
to abide the fate of the former; bas; in ca-
sequence of the stop taken by tbe British
Gr-)ernme-nt, as iiow coinmun:icatedl, ordercd
forty-six British officers into close confine-
ment, and tbat they wiil not be disebiarged
from their c.ý'ufinement until it shall be known
that the forty-six American officers and non-
commissionod officers la question arc no
longer confined."

It wouid be superfiuous to use any argu-
ment to refute an assumption se extravagant,
unjust, and unprecedented, as te deny the
right of a froe nation te bring to legal triai,
in a due course of law, bier own natural born
subjeets taken la the actuai commission of the
most heinous offence that man can commit.
against bis king, bis country, and bis God;
that of raising bis parricidal arIL'against bis
aliegiance to bis countrymen, by ieaguing
with their enemies; a crime beid ia sucli
abhorrence by evcry civilizod nation in
Europe, tbat summary death by the iaw
Martial is its avowed reward, and is inflicted
with unreienting severîty by France, the aily
of the United States. This pretension mnust
appear te aevery unprejudicd and upright
mind as iniquiteus and unjust, as is the retali-
ation which the Goverament of the United
States bas adopted, by plaoing ia close con-
finement tbree and twenty British soidiers, as
hostagos for an equal number of infameua
wretches, the unworthy offspring of Great
Britain, who, when drawn froin the ranks of
the enemny, sollcited to be sufFered to, expiate
their treascn by turning their arms against
their omployers. These rebols have (witli
the contempt tbey menit) been consigued to


