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GOW'R GIFTS. .

Keep thow wy heart, for oft I fear
Thy gitty, dear Lerd, to me,

Ho much delight the ¢y¢y the car,
The seoswous fo me,

“Fhat thow art hitden front iy sicht
Behind uiatcrial north,

As Is the ~un, with its puce light,
Dehind the clouds of easth.

‘The gladucss ol the free, froshair,
That stits the pulse anew,

The ~simple joy of living, cate
Can never quite undo 3

The bright day beaming overhead,
Each charm of sight and sound,

‘The dalntiness of daily bread,
The warm life all around,

‘The courtesies bestowed unsought
That empty cravings fil .

The futerchange of generous thought,
The sacrifice of witl— .

Al 1 Eord, thy hills with help abound,
“Tiy vales with harvests tecinem

No spot where heauty is not found,
Where blessings do not stream,

Thy pifts profuse, with jewels sct,
Love, deathless and futense 3

Why do we seire them and forget
Their mute munificence 2

“Thy treasures showered o'er all the Jand
So lavishly and free,

We cager snatch them from thy hand,
Yt took not up to thee,

Yot this dost thou sometimes permit
Estrangements deep and wide,

[Icaris that were once so strongly knit,
To wither and divide;

And geatle tones no more are heard,
Al loving smiles are missed

We long in vain for one kind word
From lips that we have kissed,

Thy mezcies all misunderstood,
Secm cpty as the grave ;
‘Thy favor void of every ool .
AWithout the love we crave, .
Till we perceive this meaning of
- Thy topedugg Undie, b ot
If, more thaa jewels, human e
Is precious, priccless thine.
R. G. Prusses, in Standard,

SELECTIONS.

AT THE LORD'S ‘TABLE.

As with administering baptism so with this;
both institutions arc full of Divine solemnity and
should be attended 1o with profoundest rever-
ence. By reason of such solemnity everything
approsimating irreverence or carclessness is ot
unly obtrusive but is positively painful.

A few men possess the native-dignity which
cnables them to assist in filling the worshippers
with reverence. But as native dignity isa rare gift,
the grear majority of cldersand preacherswho pre-
side at the Lord’s table need to train themselves
in order that nothing may occur which willin any
wise shock or even disturh a Scriptural sense of
propricty. I say *Scriptural sense,” because
there is a fastidiousness often found which is not
inculcated nor permitted by the word of God.
For instance, we learned of a casc some years
ago where special objections were urged against
a certain clder presiding by reason of what was
called **his black hands” In character repu-
tation and behavior that elder was all right, but
he was 2 blacksmith by trade, and, of course, it
was impossible for him to have the tidy hands of
a modern kid-gloved geatleman.

Then in the second place, instead of making
a lengthy or rambling speech about matters large-
forcign or distantly related to the worship (as is
often donej it becomes the one presiding at the
table to sy only what is necessary to dircet the
vorshippers, who may need his help, into those
channels of thought and fecling which will enable
them rejoicingly to appreciate the occasion.
Sometimes, of course, by reason of the audience
present it is altogether becoming to make a few
remarks about the reasons why we differ from
our rcligious neighbors in observing the institu-
tion. Yet even then nothing should be said in
conttoversial way., ‘I'he bearing of all remarks
should be 1o assist all present to understand and
appreciate the important truth, that worship is
communion with God aad Christ through their
own Divine appointments.  Frequently this can
be best accomplished by reading some appro-
priate portion of Scripture without a word of
comuent,

As for giving thanks for the cup or loaf,
whether done by those presiding or others, it
should be in a few words.  As with the re-
marks made at the table so with this; A few
words fitly chosen should be used, Itis not
the time or place for lengthy praying,  Besides,
the one who undertakes an estensive prayer for
thanhsgiving will very likely forget the very
something for which thanks were to be given.

Another thought deserves mention.  Some
begin to give thanks(as is right) by addressing God
the Father, and then thank him that his body was
offered, or that his blood was shed. “I'his is in-
correet.  Let all things be said and done
Seripturally ; then God and Christ will be glori-
ficdo=Qclograph.
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THE MISTAKES OFF MOSES.

A, I cOBbh,

Forasmuch as some have taken in hand to set
forth in order, a declaration of the mistakes of
'Moses, it secemed goor  unto me also, baving
recess unto a certain Book of which the aford.
mentioned critics are wocfully ignorant, to sug-

gest afew mistak s which they have inadvertently
averlooked:

‘There once lived a boy who was born in
slavery ; a-member of a tribe which for centurics
had been slaves, By a curious chance as some,
would say ; by a special providence as zee hold,
he became the adopted son of a princess whese |
‘ather ruled a mighty nation—a nation which in
the gray morning of histury, gave to the world a
wonderful civilization

Reared as heir apparent to the mightiest
throne on carth, the lad became a scholar, a
statesman, and a mighty warror. Rejecting all
this power and glory, thrusting aside the glitter-
ing diadem which kings of high renown had
worn, he cast his lot with bis oppressed kindred,
bore with their cowardice and mgratitude, infused
into them his own leroic courage, led them into
freedom, und gained for himsclf an unknown
grave,

He died.  His bones have long since mould.
ered to dust.  From his mold the Jast sweet
violet hins aprung.  On  his grave has faded the
tire last ancmone that nodded to the breeze,

Unkept by human love, unknown, save to God
and the guardian angels, that grave bas nestied
awidst the crags of Bethpeor, kissed by the suns
and shrouded by the snows of five and thinty
centuries. R

O loncly tomb in Moal’s land,
O dark Bethpeor's hill,

Speak to these curions heatts of ours,
And teach them to be still.”

Since that strange burial a hundred generations
have flourished and failed. ‘The silent ages like
u vast ocean, unrocked by tempest, unruffled by
zephyr, stretch between that mar and us. It
has been reserved for our century, and for a man
whose fame shall be as evanescent as the fra-
grance of a rose, to point out the mistakes of
Moses!  Ages of evolution—a tedious and pain-
ful “ wrigslting from the monad up to man’—
were required o produce a mind capable of dis-
covering perfection in the author of ““The Age
of Reason,” and gross inaccuracy in the author
of the Pentateuch §

Actuated by interest for the welfare of human-
ity, the brilliant advocate of the Star Route
criminals determines to wamn  the world against
trusting in Moses. In no way canthis beso
well done as by pointing out his mistakes.

But it is not in accordance with the Jaws of
cvolution that perfection should be reached af
once. It need not, therefore, surprise us that the
list is not complete. The “scientific method”
shows us * 2 more cxcellent way.”  We can com-
plete the good work so auspiciously begun,  We
now call attention to several mistakes which
have been accidentally (2) overlooked :

1. Moses “refused 10 be called the son of
Pharoah’s daughter.”  Heb. xi, 21, By this
step he incurred the wrath cf the princess and
her brother, who could sce in it nothing but in-
gratitude to them.

2. He chose aftfiction with God's people, in
preference to the “transient pleasures of sin.”
vs. 23, This, like the foregoing, isin direct op-
position to the views of “Mr. Worldly Wiscman,”
whose maxims are 1 *One world at a time;”
* Enjoy this life while you have it.” Itisalso
opposed to Mr. Wiseman’s Jewish friend (see
Luke xii: 19) whose philosophy is very simple
~50 simple that God called im a fool.  “ Soul,

thou hast much goods laid up for many years s
take thine case, eat, drink and bemerry” Unfor-
tunately, too, it dircctly antagonizes the favorite
manims of Mn, Wiseman'’s Epicurean relative ;-
W Carpe diem} quam minimum erdula postera”
ttlorace, Carmen 1, 1, 6, 8) ¢ Munducenius et
bibamus, eras cnim moriemur) 1 Cor. xv: 32,

Now it must be evident fo a first consin of
the o1 angoutury that a man makes a saious, if
no. fatal mistake when he antagonizes the sym-
posium of the worldling, the fool, the Epicurcan
and the atheist.

3. He esteemed the “reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” (vs.
46).  “Ihis strange step, Mr, W', Wiseman can ac-
count for only on the principle of reversion, scien.
tifically known as “ atevism.” Moses reverted
to the pure faith and spiritaal insight of Abra.
ham,

‘T'his led to the fourth mistake :

4, He feared not the wrath of the king of
Egypt, “ for he endured as seeing 1im (i, ¢ that
King) who is invisible”

Glotious mistakes, th:<e, which gave tous the
scholar and statesman, the liberator and lawgiver}
Noble man, whom these mistakes have wmade a
prophet, & patriot, a prince with God !

Pharoah is gone.  His nation is 1ambled in
the dust. A Foreigner rules the degreaded people.
But Moses Hves in_ghe yenius of his lans 5 lives
as the greal typeadf Christ; lives in the three
greatgst;réligions the world has ever seen § lives
mTthe hearts of uncounted millions, who revere
him Lecauserof his “ mistakes”—-\. P. Con,
in Christian Lvangelist,
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« I8 'l'hl'li BIBLE REASONABLE?

In a former article we have shown that the

spirit of the Bible is reasonable and that God
challengds men to liring their reason to the in-
vestigation of its teaching.  In this, and perhaps
other articles, we want to show that its alleged
facts are rationsl, )
v Gfthe alleged facts the gellexistent, allcroat.
ive God is the greatest, and the first sentence 6f
athe Dible calls aueation to hirm and his work.
“In the beginning God created the Heavens and
the Earth.”  ‘The world never greeted a sublim-
¢r declaration.  But the Atheist and the unbe-
Yiever claim that it is unreasonable to suppose a
self-cixstent Creator, hence, he affirms the ctemn-
ity of matter.  Which is the more reasonable, to
affirmy that matter is selfiexistent and cternal, or
to affirm the cternity of mind?  As far as affir
mations and suppositions are concerned, surcly
the Christian has the advantage, it is much
more rcasonable to suppose that a Supreme
Intelligence created man than to suppose that he
has Lieen evolved from . lower orger of beings,
suich as the monkey, ape, ete. ete.  ‘The
lamented Burgess was wont to say, “It is
better to suppose the monkey a degenerated man,
than man to be a regenerated monkey,” Ido
not claim that man, without the Bible, could
ever come to a knowledge of God, but with its
teaching before us, everything in Nature confirms
it, and the Bible idea of God is in wtecord with
the highest reason.

Paley's familiar illustration is reasonable. Who
can look at a watch and examine its parts, all
perfectly adjusted to cach other and all work-
ing together, accurately marking the passing sce-
onds, minutes. hours and days and yet say that
this is a hap-hazard work, the result of cvolu-
tion or of some fortuitous circumstances? The
man who so decides is afool,or insane,and should
be taken forthwith to an asylum for the feeble min-
ded or to the hospital for the insane.  And yet
how much more insaue is he than the man who
affirms the same of the material world 2 Atheism
is no more reasonable than "Fopsy in * Uncle
‘Tom’s Cabin,” who, when asked who made her,
replied “S'pect 1 growed.”  Atheism “s’pects”
the world * growed.” It is not as reasonable as
hieathenisw, for the heathen did try to account
for the world, ‘They supposed the gods made a
big rack, and a big turtle to rest upon the rock,
aud the world to rest upon the back of the tur-
tlel  * Absurd I methinks you are ready to say,
How much more absurd than the Atheistical
idea? A\ believing and unbelicving scientist were
fast friends. ‘They had had many warm discuss.
ions of the Bible idea of God. Onc day the
Christian Scientist found a very beautiful and
complicated machine. Tle purehased it and pla-
ced it in his studio and anxiously awaited = visit

from his friend. He did not wait long. 1lis

friend no sooner entered the room than his eyes
fell on the quaint smachine,  Aer carefully ex-
amining it but failing to dutermine what it sas
and its de<ign, he said to the Christian, “\What
g it? I do not know,” replicd the Christian,
“Who made i1? ” said the sceptic.  * I suppose
no one made it,” replied his friend; “it is the
resuly of chance or of evolution.” Wk, "said
the sceptic, * you are mocking me”  “True.”
said the bther, * Tam mocking you ; but why do
you think I am mocking you when I affirm that
no intelligent mind planned and made this little
wachine 5 but you attiem the same of the much
more complicated machinery of this matetial uni.
verse?”

The argument was effectual.  "The Atheist saw
the absurdity of his position and forever aban.
doned it.  Qrder is written everywhere,  Har-
mony and beauty are upon every hand,  Design
is impressed upon everything, animate and inan-
imate, and where there is design there must of
necessity be a designer.  ‘That designer is the
one living and true God.

David says, the fool saith in his heart « ““There
is no God.” ‘I'hat is the secret of Atheism,  Men
feel the weight and guilt of their sins. They
shudder at the thought of coming before God
with sinfal hearts and pelluted lives, hence,
they wish in their hearts that God is not.  ‘The
wish becomes father to the onghs,  No wan
ever said in his ratson, there is 1o God. Daniel

Vebster said he tried to disbelieve the Bible but
lie was confronted on every hand by evidences
of its truth.

We once heard of a blatant Atheist in Pennsyl-
vania who was met one day by a simple-minded
Christian Dutchman who said to him, “Do you
peliefs der ish no Got? ¢ Yes,” said the Athelst,
“ehere is no God)” *Oh. velt den,” said the
Dutchman, “you mushit be von fery schmart man.
I have heard tell apout you. My Bible tells
apout you. My Bible says, ¢ ‘Fhe fool says, iz
Xis Jeart der ish no Got,’ but you big fool you,
you yust blab it right oud."~/r Clristian Evan-
gelist,

StmesoN By,
—————
“PREACH THE WORD.”

‘This was Paul’s charge to ‘Timothy ; and it is
a charge which applies with as great force to every
minister of Christ to-day. It would be a good
thing to have these words printed: in large letters,
and hung up dircctly before the cyes of every
preacher in his study. ‘Phey would be a con.
stant reminder that his chief business isto herald
the Word of God rather than the opinions of men.
If this charge were faithfully obeyed by every one
who claims to be Christ’s minister, there would
be far less satd in the pulpit about what councils
have decreed, and what denominaticnal creeds
and standards declare. I do not inveigh against
all decisions of councils and declarations of
creeds ; but I protest against giving such things
the prominence which they, too often, receive in
pulpit mindstrations. Instead of prayerfully study-
ing to know just what God has intended to con-
vey to us, in the Bible, there is, many times, an
cffort tomake the Bible substantiate purely human
conceptions of truth,  All of our theories of truth
should be candidly submitted to the Word of
God, in its entirety, for a decision of the truthful-
ness or falsity of our theories. If anything must
suffer any apparent defeat, let it be our opinions
and predilections rather than God's Word.
Let nothing stand in the way of our preaching
the pure Word. It were better for us to sacri-
fice every desire to ventilate our pet notions of
doctrine and fanciful interpretations of the Serip-
tures, than that our preaching should be without
gracious effect  Men are not saved through the
preaching of human opinions of Divine truth;
nor are they delivered from sin by the mere his.
tory of Divine truth. Neither are Christians
spiritually refreshed and edified, to any marked
cxtent, by essays about the Word, Itis the
plain, undiluted Word of God, proclaimed with
an unction from the Holy Spirit, that converts
the soul and then builds it up in wholesome hfe
and Divine vigor and Clristly sympathy.  What
the people need is not claborite disquisitions
upon social prablems and sanitary laws—these
belong to the forum—-but the Word of God, prea-
chedin simplicity and with all fidelity, isthe
paramount need of the hour.  Preach the Word
and God will bless both the Word and the
preacher.~Zom, Keview.
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