
TiHE; OWL

uotcd during thie poet's journalistic carcer
is bis style of prose wvriting. It was in-
decd of superior quality, and muiglit be
iiated witlh benefit by soine of our
l)rcsent-day editors.

Though now deepiy engrosscd lu jour-
nalisin, B3ryant nievertîbeless hiad timie 10'
express his poetic feelings iii sucb beauti-
fui verses as l'l'le Firmiamienit,",-and "TIhe
E vening WNind." Select any p)art of die
latter and observe thie cxquisite Word-
painting.

.Spirit ti't l)rcathest îrgillny lattice, 111011,
lhnt coul'st Ille îwilii i Illte sultry day,

Graîcfuiily flows îiîy frcshniiess rouind iny brow,
I WClconmC the

To the scorchvd land, ihn wandcrcr of Ille sen.
Bryant's fallie as a poet rests soleiy on

the fact thiat iii the delinieations of the
beauties of nature hie bias no peer lu
Anierican literature.

One of thie niost remarkable things in
ail bis works is tliat quite a numiber of biis
pocmns treat of inelaricholy subjects.
Principal anong thiese are "hntui,

" Hymui of l)eaîth," and "l'lit Murdcred

Miis "Il ynin of Death " abounds in
sentiments noble and stately, depicting lu
solenîn accents Ilhe mission of i)eaîb, die
great destroyer.

AndI crtush ilhe upplrc±sçur.

Bryant's works, like zthose of ail other
great poets, have thecir defects as
Weil as Iieir be.iutics, thecir faults as Weil
as tlieir nierits. Soute of ibeta are radlier
stiff and didactic ; but at ihie saine timie
they possess a îereat charni for ail bis
readers. Aloilber «'ttult tbat bias becut
attribuied to the poet is his icagre voca-
bulary, very evident lu bis Malauk verse.
These, coupied -with ilefa«ct that lie m-ade
little or no cbange of style tlirougbout bis
whiole range of works, and that i lu îem
there is a iack of notable ex)ession3,
seeni to be iîte cxtent of bis faults. Both
these îwo latier deficiencies, however,
nmay be laid to the chatge of biis father,
who, it is supposed, gave hinm iii bus boy-
bood a fixed set of rules to, foliow out.
These naturally led hlmi to attain a
certain standard, and when ibis was
reached lie proceeded no further. How-
ever, in most of hiis poenis thecir is a cer-
tain air of dignity, and notably lu bis blank

verse, majestie cadences wbiicli risc and
fali, increase and decrease, it bis will.
II is in "Thianatopsis " especially thai we
sec these at tbecir best.

Nevcr, througbiout tbe whole course of
B3rya-ýnt's lite, was he known, to have spoken
au unkind word, given anl untiniely ad-
vice, or let die needy pass by enipty-
lbanded. Siavery lu particular received a
just condemunation at bis biauds, cspecially
iii bis poem, Il TIhe I)eath Of SinVery."

'Oh Thou great Wroing, tit, iirouigh Ille sloiw
paccd ye.ir.-,

I)idst lioid ty itillioils fettered, and dhdsi wield
l'le scottrge ilit ciove thiu<~lborer to iltc fieili,

And turit a stony gaze on hiu tears,
Tlly reigul is o'.Cr;
Tut- lc.îdsiiîen croîteli no mort:

Ili tèrrora aIlle mtentace of tiie (eyc."

It remiai .uow for nie to say but a few
words ou die liter period of Bryant's life.

iOld tige was slowly but sureiy creeping
uiponl lm2i and wcaving round hlmii a. fn-
extricabie wei.,. Even dttring this period
of bis lire Ille îîoet was not idie, but imade

atranslto fbo te liad " and
Ody%sey,* wbicb are said to be cqui to,

if noi bezter tban any yet i)roduced by an
L libwritcr.

Siowini.-- Iiini tie saine defereuce and
aJ)preciatimn iu lus old tige as they biad
wbien lie first caie before tbem as a poeî,
ihe people oiteu inviied bini to de-
liver addresses uipoti tbe lives of
former benlefa-ctor.s of miaukind. One day
wll*st On bis returul froni One of these
meetings, lie liappeuied to, visit a frieud's
bouse, aiîd after asceuding t, sione sîeps
10 the door, lie feil backwàrds sîr-king bis
biead on the platform. l'lie hliow cost
him hislife. Tbough hie iingered for a
few days, tbc end eventually cine un
Jîtue 121hl, 1873, lu ie S4tii vear of bis
tige, wbien lie passed off surrounided by
bis frieuds, leaving belinid lmi as tokens
of remiembrance a stainless character and

"Quel -if Ille feu' iimtîturîa.l itautles
TttweiC not boni to die"

Anuerica tuien bad cause to miourut, for
she hid lost a truc friend indced, one
whbo, wbilst shie w~as nioping lu intellectual
darkness, cinie forth and bieiped 10 wifl
for bier a place, an everlastiug place, in
the world of iceres.
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