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1 After waiting several years Philip at
lergth thought it was time ta zarry out his
lOr1g fostered plan. His troubles with the

jNetherlands and France were at an end,
j rnd he fouind an ol)portunity to prepare

tVQSfleet other enemies. The undertaking
QSan important one, and the prepara-

tOS were perfectly adeciuate in impor-
tance- The fleet which then rested in the
barbours of Spain, was the greatest ever

th. 0 on the ocean. One hundred and

thrty-five sail of men of war, carrying eighit
tOu8asd seamen and nineteen thousand

5sldiers obeyed the comnmand of the I)uke
Of Medlina Sidonia. 1'rom the very mo-
"'ent when the expedition started storms

betUPOn the Spanisb vessels. Elizabeth
f'the other side was inspired with a due

"""se Of the urgent necessity there was
'Ir defence. She called on her subjects

ard Soon a fleet of thirty-four men of war,
a11ý fifty-three coasters was held in readi-

~S esides there were forty-three hired
"P' Howard of Effingham a Catholic

'IMe Admira], Drake as lieutenant.
O UYit the Duke of Medina was

Vrdoff Lizard Point. "The
rh da forned in the shape of a crescent,

it) ofwich lay some miles asunder,wiha gentie breeze from the south-
esta ro 1l advanced up the channel. It~0 aniicent and imposing spectacle."

rO1ad excbanged a brisk cannonade
Zivi5 kicaldez thecoin mander of the rear

10cbIl an compelled the I)uke to des-
t aseea ships to bis assistance. In
si eat neitber fle ufrdany con-

tra los ; ut dringthenight
Seeri iat befell the Spanish fleet,

ai Was six days before it ancbored in
The)uke of Parma command-

alanîd army, ivas to cross and enter
land but this neyer became an accom-

1lihed fact. The story is easily told.

Fire, wi nd and storms all combined for the
destruction of the once invincible Armada.
Some of the ships were wrecked on the
coasts of Ireland, Germany and the
Netherlands, and but eighty ships sadly
damaged returned to Spain.

When Philîp) heard the news of the de-
feat be very cooly said, IlI tbank God
who bas given me so mnany resources, that
1 can bear without inconvenience so beavy
a loss. One brancb bas been lopt off; but
the tree is still flourishing and able to
supply its p)lac-e." This victory occasioned
much rejoicing in England. A medal
was struck commemnorating the triumph
over the Armada, and on it was inscribed:
IThe Lord sent bis wind and scattered

them." The truth of this is very doubtful.
There is a story told of Colunmbus wben
be came to Amnerica on his first voyage,
that in mid-ocean the devil raised a terri-
ble storm to oppose this greac man wbose
main object ivas the propagation of
Cbristianity. 'l'le storm was visible from
a great distance and gradually approached
and assumed enormous proportions, and
it was only after Columbus bad called on
God for assistance that this temrpest was
quelled. Perbaps the same may be saîd
of the stornis wbicb opposed the invasion
of England by the Spaniards. There is
one tbing certain that Elizabeth as soon
as the Spaniards were scattered resumed
ber diabolical persecutions of the Catho-
lics.

Englishmen find reason for joy in this
victory, and what does this joy mean ? It
simply amounts to this that they rejoice
over the defeat of a man, wbose duty it
was to punish tbemi for rubberies com-
mitted on individuals, for the murder of
their lawful sovereign, and for interference
in matters which did not concern them.
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