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enAfter waiting several years Philip at
longth thought it was time to zarry out his
Neg fostered plan. His troubles with the
therlands and France were at an end,
o 1n e found an OJ)[)ortunity to prepare
a5 et other enemies. The undertaking
tion an important one, and the. prepara-
t&ncs were perfectly' adequate in impor-
arbe. The fleet which then rested in the
X Ours of Spain, was the ‘greatest ever
lhirn on thg ocean. One hundred gnd
ty-five sail of men of war, carrying eight
So?é‘,sand seamen and nineteen thousand
lers obeyed the command of the Duke
edina Sidonia.  From the very mo-
when the expedition started storms
on g pon the Spanish vessels. Elizabeth
eng € other side was inspired with a due
or de of the urgent necessity there _was
ang efence.  She ca]'led on her subjects
ang fj;on a fleet of thirty-four men of war,
Neg Iity-three coasters was held in readi-
ships’ esides there were forty-three hired
as 1 Howard of Effingham a Catholic
On ]amed Admiral, Drake as lieutenant.
dise, uly 1gth the Duke of Medina was
Overed " off Lizard Point. “ The
emada formed in the shape of a crescent,
ang lv:/r'ns of which lay some miles asunder,
est Ith a gentle breeze from the south-
Wa, proudl_y advanced up the channel. It
Ho; Magnificent and imposing spectacle.”
with ‘i{d exchanged a brisk cannonade
ivigi lcaldez thecom mander of the rear
Datchon’ and compelled the Duke to des-
this Several ships to his assistance. In
sideracbtllon neither fleet suffered any con-
Sever] € loss; but during the night
ang M disasters befell the Spanish fleet,
.Cﬁlailst Wwas six days before it anchored in
ing">) The Duke of Parma command-
Engla and army, was to cross and enter
plishegd but this never became an accom-
fact. ‘The story is easily told.
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Cat y

Fire, wind and storms all combined for the
destruction of the once invincible Armada.
Some of the ships were wrecked on the
coasts of Ireland, Germany and the
Netherlands, and but eighty ships sadly
damaged returned to Spain.

When Philip heard the news of the de-
feat he very cooly said, “1 thank God
who has given me so many resources, that
I can bear without inconvenience so heavy
aloss. One branch has been lopt off ; but
the tree is still flourishing and able to
supply its place.” This victory occasioned
much rejoicing in England. A medal
was struck commemorating the triumph
over the Armada, and on it was inscribed :
“The ILord sent his wind and scattered
them.” The truth of this is very doubtful.
There is a story told of Columbus when
he came to America on his first voyage,
that in mid-ocean the devil raised a terri-
ble storm to oppose this great man whose
main object was the propagation of
Christianity. The storm was visible from
a great distance and gradually approached
and assumed enormous proportions, and
it was only after Columbus had called on
God for assistance that this tempest was
quelled.  Perhaps the same may be said
of the storms which opposed the invasion
of England by the Spaniards. There is
one thing certain that Elizabeth as soon
as the Spaniards were scattered resumed
her diabolical persecutions of the Catho-
lics.

Englishmen find reason for joy in this
victory, and what does this joy mean? It
simply amounts to this that they rejoice
over the defeat of a man, whose duty it
was to punish them for robberies com-
mitted on individuals, for the murder of
their lawful sovereign, and for interference
in matters which did not concern them.

Joun P. Donovax, ’89.




