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l>erltiaps, chiidroui, yeti sing, as tho birds sin,
%vithouît over thinking of hosv yen (Ie it., or cf
whiy Liie wvords yen sing, and the music fill youir
licarts %vith stuch joy; for it i- mostiy joyens
liyrns tiiat are yotir favorites.

In the article thut foleovs, Rov. Mr. Thomson

points ont whiat the mairks ef a geed hymn are.
Yeu cati rounember tlie six marks wvhiclh lie
gives by thinking that. oach one cf the six begin
with the lotter P.

Vory likoly yeni uay net Lie able te uinderstand
the reasons fer ail thatt lie ":5a3's just yet; yen will
corne te undere3tindl by and by. But I in quito
sure yen %vill sing tho hyunns ho montions the
more Iieartily becaniso lie lias shown yeu what
in ike't Cîoni se dear te Christian people.

,Nr. Thîomson, I may teli yeti, is a great lover
of msî. ir and vo-aid deoariy euîjoy singing the
hiyintis %vitlh yeni. I hope that in many homes
and iii ni iny junior Secioties and Sabbath Schteols
as "'cil, tiie hymns înny bo sung %vlien this

ppris roaîd, anîd 1 feol certatin tiat it %î'ill be
with the lîsttor roliki on accotnt of lus explana-
tiens.

I titn4, tee, that Luis talk about-1 hyunns, and
another whiciî is te follow 'litteî ini the year, mnay
encourage vont te take your part iioartily in the
pinging iii tle clunreli.

It is sweet te lieur veîîir cle.r freshi veices
mingling %vith tuiose oif the oler peoe ii the
priies ef (God ini 1-lisoeNvi ifouso. lien .1cstis re-
joiced in the lliiiiias o! the elîilren iii the
Temple !

Six Ps, Six Marks of a:Cood Hymn.
uvY Rn:V. JOuuu' iuue .%it, o NT.

irst 11<rk: Pris'c.

As in the Psahiius Lia-me siienlil, first of ail, be
thu mark o! Praise. Tuie jiraise nst muet. bo faint,
but, fittuuug anud fulIl as lie whona 'vo praise is
IlGed ever ail blessc'd forevet-." Reaid Paitl's

briof but vory intense outbnrst in Romans il 33,
411d comîpare with it thle fine ceho which %wo have
in ihymn N;o. 7 in the Book of Praiso :

,Nly God liov wvonderftil Thou art,
'Ihy înajcsty howv bright!

How bettutifuil Tlîy înercy scat,
lIn deptlis of burning light.

,S'condl 1icrk: l>rayqer.

The kind of praise wo Nvant is that which says
lir-st: -' Iow beautiful the trecasure "and

second - "O0 lot it be ineii."

Sîzig tuîern over igaini to me
WVonderful Nvords of life;

Let me more of thecir boauty see,
Wondforful words of life.

Compare Song of Solomon 3 : 4, and Psalm
63: 8, 'vithi hyînn 418, vs. 4 and 5.

Third0Mark: Penitence.
Our hyrns are for mon on earth, and net for

angels in heaven ; and it is thorefero to be ex-
petod duiat 'vo wiil prize that wvhich wo praiso if
we have net diseovorcd our titnworthi ness te obtain
it. Expressed or ninderstood, thero should be in
overy hyînn thie sentiment of the 5lst Psadîn ;and
is it nlot truc thiat our Hymn book lias richly re-
sponded te this requireinent? See the clesing
verse of 197 and thie inst verse of 344.

Foitrih illark : 1>crs.oiiality.
As iii the l'salins, tho flr4s personal proneun

shotnld zlwitys be undierstood, and soinetimes,
though îîet tee eften, cxprIe:Ssed.

Foliowing the P"salmist iii theseý wverds,
Wlien Th)on saidst, seek ye my face,

\ly hceart said iunte 'i2lee,
'.Lhy facee Lord w~'ill eek;

Nwe haeve
"1,1ist. as I ain - No. 1.51 -- and-- Weary of

Nvanderiîîg frein îny Ged " No. 172,-and every
lîvînu tlduit expresses consent te God's invitation.

Fî 'fth .'hlark: PlîîraIity.
As a rie the experiences we celebrate in song

are xîet t.o be thuose of the in<lividuai inan, but
these of the whoie bedy of wvershippers. Our
hiyno -ire the hymns of ant assoînbly, and thoy
mnay woll be the hymns of the wvhoie creation
whien in such sengs as the 148tlh Psalm ail nature
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