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THE TRADE REVIEW.

WINTER AND ITS8 2ROBPECTS.

Y/ £ bave now eutered upon the winter months,
\V which givo promiso of unusual business activity
and animation. Taking it wl in all, the full has been
an cxceedingly fine one. Wo have enjoyed a larger
share than usual of the glorics of Indinn suinmer—
Jdark,dull November forgotting, fur once, to be gloomy,
This fine weather has been o fortunate circumstance
for our Agriculturists, and we feel convinced that next
sear's narvest will shivw the excellent uso they have
made of it.

Now that December has come, however, there s an
carnest desire felt in all scctions of the provinco that
winter may come on, and good sleighing sct n, ag
carly as possible. Tlusis particalarly the case in the
newer settlements of the country. In many of the best
grain-producing sections of Lanada West, the roads
aro yet so bad that the farmers cannot bring their
crops to market until there are heavy fulls of enow.
¥or several years past, many of the back scttiers
viewed the approach of the winter months with com-
parative inditlerence, for their crops wero so poor that
they bad very little to dizposc of. Not so this ycar.
A complete change has come o’cr ** tho spirit of their
drcam.””  With but few ex eptions their barns are
crammed with wheat, oats,barley, peas, hay, and other
produce of tho flelds.  Repeated enquiries convince us
that excellent though the late harvest was in the old
settled parts of Canada, it is in the newer townships
where tho greatest increaso took place.  Never before
did theso settlers reap such bountiful crops, and it is
no wonder that they are impatient that rude boreas,
with his “ruffian blasts,” should hasten on good
sleighing, so that their crops may bo conveyed to mar.
ket with the merry music of the bells,

Not over oune half of the Agricultural productions of
thisycar can yet have reached market. The probability
nf tho abrogation of our present cummercial regu-
Iations with the United States has no doubt yuickencd
the movement of produce, and wherg the furmers have
had good roads it i3 probable that very little grain is in
«tore  But in many largo tracts of country, where the
farmers are not so fivourablly situated, scarcely a
bushel has yet been turned into cush, and therefore we
thivk the estimate is not too high that one half of the
Iate harvest’s yield is yetin tho hands of farmers. with
the first good fall of snow this pruduce will cume out
with a rush. At the presont time thestate of the roads
prevents farmers taking advantage ofthic capital prices
going. Dut they are ali on thealert. That the Reci-
procity Treaty is expected to terminate in March next
is known in the smallest settler's cabinin the land, and
as soon as ever they can get out to market the receipts
of grain must becoine unusually large.  Judging from
these circumstances, there can be little doubt that
during the ensuing winter months Canada will beas
busy a3 a bee-hive—business will be brisk and money
plenty.

The prospect this winter is not only encouraging to
the farmers, but to the entire business community of
the province, particularly the retail traders. The poor
success which has attended farming for a few years
past, has been heavily felt by the latter class, 1In dis-
tricts long settled, the scarcity of money has prevented
the farmers from purchasing aunything that their
familics could do without; hence business hasbeen flat
and voprofitable. In newerlocalitics, theretail dealers
have generally had Iarge sums in thesr ledgers against
settiers which it was 1mpossible to reahze, the burden
in many cascs being such that they could not weather
the storm. The great bLulk of retailers had a diflicult
time during the Jato depression.  The last two months
has afforded them some relicf, and it is gratifying to
believe that ere the close of the winter months these
who are not hopelessly insolvent, will occupy a botter
position than they bave done for several years, 1iun-
dreds of settlers will bo able this scazon to clear off
accounts which have been accumulating for three or
four years past; in fact the largest portion of indivi.
dual indebtedness to retail dealers should be wiped out
during the next three months.  Sensible businessmen
il take care that old claims are no longer neglected
by thoso who aro able to pay, and we trust that, learn.
ing wisdom from tho past, they will take caro not to
risk their own safety agein as business men by that
indiscriminate system of credit which has ruined so
many.

The statements published by nur banking institu-
tions show that there s a large amount of money in
circulation throughout the province st the present
time. After the winter fairly seta in, and the produce
of the back settiements beging to come out, there is

every probability that tho circutation will be stlll fur.
ther augmented. This must result in giving au impetus
to all Lranches of trade, but prudent men will be
guarded agalinst auything partahing of a speculative
character. Under the inspiring influence of jucreased
bueiness, the merchaut may feo! inclined to buy more
largely, the grocer to load his shelves with goods, the
niechanic to double his machinery, and othersto follow
thelr example. Dut al) would do well to be cautious
about incurring heasy liabilities, relying uponsuture
prospority to liquldate them. Next year's crops may
be a failure; we know not how the breaking up of our
American trado may affuct us, and so wo might speak
of other contingonces. Uader these circumstances,
our business men, during the approaching winter,
should, if we may Lo parduned the comparison, ' make
hay while the sun shines,”” but they should also be
carcful not to forget that sunshine fs not always with
us.

Many persons, particularly foreigners, regard our
Canadian winter as a duil, dreary period, Thigisa
great mistahe. Jt isdecidedly the liveliest period of
thowhole year. Busness is then so bnsk, that our
cities, towns and villages, present scencs of bustle and
activity of the most enlivening character. 2fouey is
plerticr than at other times, purchases are generally
larger, aud if the province be prosperous, all classes
scem moro directly tosharefn it. It isalso our season
of festivity and merry-making, for the pleasures of
which our pure, bracing atmosphere creates a relish
which the Southron may sigh for in vain. The coming
winter months promise to be mere enjoyable than
usual, for Canada has seldom experienced more sound
healthful prosperity, and its gratifying effects must
perieate all classes of society.

BRITAIN IN AMERICA.
W ENTY years ago the Brntish Colonies, inhabited
by the descendants of Europeans, which now
number therr population by miltfons, were but weak
dependauts upon British bounty. Although they have
been steadily growing m wealth and strength, tho old
gystem nader winch they had been founded hias untal
recently remained aimost unchanged.  No wonder
that at last some Enghishinen began to grumble; no
wonder gome public speakers and public writersadopt-
ed tho views of Goldwin Smith, that the Colonies
should bo cast off.
But oue day n tho Canadian Parliament there came
a dead Jock of parties—a short time after a small Cana.
dian steamer went down the Gulf to Charlottetown—
the best talent of all the I'rovincial Governments in
British North America then met in old Quebee. A
powerful colonial deputation next went to England;
and both in England and the Colonies people sud-
denly arose from a lethargy which now seoms incom.
prehensible,  British statesmen~like a father startled
by finding his son, who left his house in boyhood,
returning a few yearsafter, asstrongand tallas he—for
the first time awoko_to an understanding of the new
era that had dawned upon thelempire. One of two
paths they hiad to take; they had to bid the colonies
set up in business for themselves, or clee to take them
mto partuershup.  Generously, yet wiscly, they have
chosen the latter course, and the drift of recent steps
both here and 1 Britain has boen in this direction.
The question of deft was first d 1, and a
course deniled on. Wo have been organizing our
militia thorvughly, wiule Englanduas been strengthen-
ing our most important citadel. Next came the con®
sideration of our trade relations, and we believe cach
future step will be in the direction of free trade be-
tween Great Brawin and the colonies and the colonies
themselves, whilo cach colony will be encouraged to
make such special agrecements with neighbouring
nations as may suit iis “peculiar position. The policy
of Great Britain used to be restriction. It used to be
thought a political crime to allow a colony to manu-.
facture so much as a horseshoo nail. It used to be
thought a blunder to let any colony feel its strength,
It now seems to be the broadly liberal policy to
develop the industrial as well as thoother resources of
cach colony to theutmost, and to encourage its trade
to the fullest extent. Then it used to bo thoughta
question of time how soon a colony would revolt and
sever forcibly the tie that bound it to jts parent state.
Thero now seoms to bo growing a feeling, alike in
colonics and mother country, that tho longer we all

remain united the better it will be for us, and that,

siking narrow views or the definition to a hair of our
respective dutics and Habilities, wo should go on doing
with all our might the best for each other we can,

Visions of a more glorious future for the empiro than
oven its glorious past, has dawned, and we Canadions
begin to focl that these colonies are indeed another
Brtain in America,

IMMIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT.
T must boa matter of the greatest satisfaction to the
friends of progress, in Canada, to know that our
Mumster of kungeation has expressed himself degide
cdly in favour of something in the shape of a homestead
Inw. Nothing could be more foolish than the idea of
spending money on theencouragoment of tmmigration
to this country, when we know that so large a porcents
ugo of those who actually arrive on our shores, take
the first opportunity of going to thy other sido of tho
Inkes. It does not matter whether the inducements
held out to them to go are bond fide or not; the fact is
what we have to deal with. They do go; and the
Homestead Ac.l s undoubtedly the groat lever, eltlier
directly or indirectly, by which they are impelled.
Thousands go to take advantage of that liberal provi-
sion, and thousands more go to replace those native
workmen in the United States, who are continually
sceking tho West, to avail themselves of tho liberality
of their Govermnent.

The Homestead Act Is one of the wisest meazures
that could possibly have been devised for the peo-
plingofanew country. The best proofof its wisdomis
its tremendous success.  Tho rush of people is still to
the new lands of the West, in spite of the high wages
offered and paid in the older States of the Unton, 1t
is certainly astonishing that after 0 many years of
such marked success iu the States, nothing has, as
yet, been done towards some liberal disposal of our
Public Land. Surely we ought to be as willing to ¢n-
courage the settlement of this country as they are on
the other fide of the lines, of theirs. But we hnve
never tried the effect of a liberal policy m accomphshe
ing it, even though, by to doing, we should eventually
rgap a great reward.  As the Hon. Mr. Mcucee has
expreszed hinself publicly, in the presence of some ot
hitcolleagues, in favour of a humestead law, or * some
substitute for it,” it i to be huped that thoy witt agree
upon sowmne measure before the approaching session of
Parliament, and that wo will at once commence to des
rive the benefit of it. It is an undoubted fact that,
except in some few favoured localities which are all
long settled, farming in Canada is a poor business; aud
any man who will take & tract of bushlandg, especially
in Lower Canada, and will agree to settle on it, de-
serves it, and ought to have no impediment thrown
in his way by Government, in the shape of a demand
for purchase money,

There is ono particular respecting bush land, to
which we would call the attention of scttlers in Lower
Canada, In Upper Canada, where the cost of Iabour
is much higher than in Lower, it is nothing uncom-
mon for partics to take §n haund to clear land merely
for the sako of the timberfor the manufacturo of ashes,
where the timber is adapted for that purpose; but
Lower Canada there appears to be no regular or sve-
tematic way for tho entire manufacture of ashes, the
farmer generally merely burinng the wood and seltivg
thoe raw ashes at an unremunerative price.

Ifthe system of which we speak as existing in Up-
per Canada, was remuncrative when ashes were at a
1ow figure, it must y:eld a haudsome profit when thev
scll, as latterly, at nine dollars per 100 Ibs.  The clear-
ing of bush land appears to be the principal objection
which immigrauts urge to thetr remainingin Canada;
and if it can be shewn to them, that they can make at
lcast & living by the manufacture of their bush into
potash, and have no payments to make on their land,
wo have no doubt that thousands who now seck the
western prairies would prefer to remain in this coun-
try.

The question of inducing settlement in Canada is
one which the people ought to force on the contidera-
tion of the Government. It is the ono more than any
other which affects our exisleuce as a people. Our
prosperity and material advancement are directly
dependent upon it, and the sooner we grapplo with it
the better  One difficulty which has been urged
against the free disposal of land {s, that the Govern-
ment could not demand the payment of arrears and
instalments on land already sold. Certainly o the
localitics in which they were making such gifts, thcy
could not, and st would be only fair that thoy should
refund whatover thoy have received: from sottlers in
such localities. But it could in no wite affect such
cascs in the older settled districts.



