
(I. V.), andi arrived before tbemn. Rail afoot
- It was% those wvho Ilkncw " that dlii so.
Tly %vent by land. If the boat requîrcd Ilto
tack"'11 against a hicad %wind the), Coldd Casil)
" Sout go" it. Out of all the cities (R. V.)-
the towns anti villages arouind the north endi
of the lake. johin accounts for the large iiumi-
ber by> saying Ila great multitudie wcrc follow-
ing bîm because tbey saw bis miracles." N'et
they dii not. perceive that these wcere "1signs "
of bis Mlessiahship, or of spiritual trutis <John
6: 26 R. V.) It %vas the curiosity of an idie
crowd. A large nunibcr of thera, doubtiess,
wcere on their way to the passover (John 6: 4).
lesus did flot go up to the festival at this tinie
(John 7: 1), because the ruiing.jcvs souglht to
kili hlm, and his hour Nvas flot yct conic. Out-
went them-ýrrived there belore theiin.

34. When he camie out-" hanving disei>».
bariketi." Referring ta job n 6: 3, we find that
Jesus had aLscended the hiilside Nvitb bi, disci-
pies, anti was seated %wben the multitude gath-
ered to hima again, anti moved bis compassion.
Tbey wvere doubtiess some ture in assembling
by successive bands. At this point john in-
scrts the remark that it was Passover tinie,
e'fher to acount for the multitude or as impiy.
ing ibat sncb a miracle andi the cliscourse fol-
lowing ivere appropriate to the season. Was
moved with compassion~ -Compare Matt. 9:
36. "Mark alone records the tboughts of
Jesus on the occasion, imiparted perbaps to
P>eter, and communicated by hini to the evan-
geiist." (Lindsay.) Ile gave up ail idea of
taking a rest. As sheep not having a shep-
herd-The figure imay bave been suggested by
the rugged, dangerous, pastureiess aspect of
the country aronnd them. It refers, of course,
ta their spiritual condition. IIThey bad no
guides bnt the biind scribes and Pharisees.
Tbey had no spiritual food but the man-made
traditions," (Ryle.) Tbe sanie feeling made
Jesus utter Matt. Il: 28-30. He began toi
teach - A solenin and dignified manner of
speaking is implied. Jesus knew what their

greatest need was andi disconrsed ta tbem of
the kingdomi of Guti, but he aiso heaied tbe
sick. (Lnkeg9: il.)

35. When the day was far spent-It %vas
proixabiy late in tbe afternoon - the Ilflrst
cvening " (Matt. 14: 15), or past tbree o'clock.
In verse 47 the "second evening," after suni-
set, is mientioned. His disciples-" Compar-
ing the various passages, the course of events
seenis to bave heen : - (i) Tesus taught and
heaied; thien (2) he asked Phip, Wlience sikali
we bity bread tkat these may eat ? Pbiiip bad
not the faith ta accept the partnership in a
miracle whîch the word "1We ' invited i u to,
andi answvered (3) that two hundreti pence
wouid flot buy breati enough (John 6: 5-7); (4)
our Lord Nvent on teaching and healing; (5) at
even the apostles asked bum ta senti tbe iui
titudes awvay ; (6) lie asked themn to feed theni;
(7) they answered as Philip hati done; (8) he
toid them to go and see wbat breati couiti be
bad; a boy offered what he bati; andi (o) An-
drev brought it to Jesus." (Lindsay.) jesus

diti not ineed l'hilhp's ativice, for lie hiad already
determineti on wvorking the miracle, but he
asked, the qucstion to prove- hini (John 6: 6),
wbhethier lie hi Icarniec the lesson of the mira-
c at Cana or not, for lie was there (John 1:

43; 2: 2). It is a test bath -f bis inteilectual
capacîty, blis rusourccfuilness, anti bis faîth in
tbe abil ity of Christ ta meet the eniergency. IL
wvas Judas wbo usualiy made purchases (Johnx
13- 29.)

Il. Tiin SCANT SUî'PîX. 8. Send
them away - So far as the disciples coulci
sec this %vas the kindest thing they couii dIo.
Many of thei wvere passover pilgrini§, anti
wvould bave no homes to go ta, but must pur-
chase foodi andi iodgings.

37. Give ye them to eat-This wvas itiso
saiti ''to 1)1ove" theni. The ''ye" is ein-
pbatic. IlU.od suîinetiîîxes asks uis todo for hi>»
more than , can, as wbcn he commandis us
ta kecep bis wvhoie lawv, but aiways to shiew uis
boiv cas>' it is to rest on biiniself." (Lindsay.)
Two hundred pennyworth-A penny, or de-
izariùs, was a smal si coin worth about
fifteen cents. It ivas-considereci a fair day's
%vagcs for a laboring man (Matt. 20: 2), and
therefore wvas equivalent to at ieast a dollar
wvitb us. It %vas a famine price for a mieasure
(elhinix - i >2 pint) of wvbeat (Rev. 6: 6). Wj4th
tbis reply coîrpare Nuin. Il: 21-23; 2 Kýixxgs
4: 43. It was a hurrieti estimrate, flot of wvhat
would suffice, 1mb of wh'at wvouid give each ane
a little (John 6. 7). Two hundred dollars
worth of breati divideti amongst, possibiy, io,-

00persons, %vould give two cc/z/s wortx to
cach. Somne suppose that tbe snnli nameti by
1'biiip wvas tbe wvhoie amiount in their common

* purse.. But it is not likely tbat bhey ivould
bave so mnch.

88. When they knetq-They founti some
ravisions in possession of a lad ]"n ad">
tut vhether bis own, or carrieti for tbe disci-

pies, does not appear. At any rate tbey are
cbeerfully given up to Christ. Loaves-These
wvere barley cakes (John 6:9); see Jutiges 7:13).
They wvere as large as a plate, quite thin, andi
flrm, but flot brittie. Fishes-John cails then
by a name (opsaria) %vhich means, generaily,
dainties used as "Ia relish." They were small
flsh, like sardines, drieti or pickied, andi eaten
with bread. John tells us that the disciples
addeè Ilbut wvhat are these among so many? "
Compare z Cor. 2: 16; 3: 15. The nieans
often seemn disbearteningiy inadequate when
we dIo flot remember the divine power which
makes thern efficient.

III. THIE ABUNDANT MEAI.. 39. Sit
doWn-Greek, "Irecline," the customary posi-
tion at meals. By companes-" After the
manner of table parties," (synipsiaz) i. e. arounti
the sides of a square or oblong. Green grass
-This sheivs that it %vas the springliîne. John
says Iltxere was mut-h grass in the place"
(6: io). The aid country east of thxe Sea of.
Galilce is green only inl the rain 1e'o

40. In ranks-iteraiy "té garde es.'


