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KTIHEN we started this journal, our distinet aim was
¢ the ditfusion of wholesoms and atbractive literature
in the homes of the people,” and we think our object hay
been thus far accomplished.  Qur puarpose being so clearly
stated, it is therefore with great pleasure that we welcame an
accession to the ranks of popular literature, in the shape of
the * Weekly \Welcume,” 1ssued by Mesars, Partridge. This
new paper, so cheery and homelike in its title, is the same in
its contents ; it entirely tills its owa particular sphere—that
of a fireside weekly paper - aud we thak has left noroom for
a rvival. It is not flattery, but simple truth, to say that
everything produced by Messrs., Paveridge is dvuc most tho-
roughly well, aud this is no cxception to the rule. The
¢ Weekly Welcome” consists of sixteen large -to pages, full
of iustructive and interesting articles, and each number has
seven or eight large illustrations, which are, with few excep-
tions, excecdingly good. Che wholeis well printed with clear
type, on good paper, and all for a penny ! For those who
prefer it, the paper is issued in sixpenny wonthly parts,
with each of whichis given a beautiful steel engraving, alonc
worth the whole price of the part, We trust that many
thonsauds will, in oue form or anoiher, do themselves good,
and through them their neighbours, by giving this paper a
thorough and hearty ‘‘welcome.”

IS IT FAIR?

IN FIDISLS make special pretensions to fair dealiug and fair

play. Now, would it be a fair way of investigating the
character of any man, to go awnong his bitterest enemies, and
hunt up every sncer, and scoff, and story, whether true or
false, and then, without further ado, pronounce judgment
upon him, and refuse to have any intercourse with him?
Would it no$ be reasonable also to eansult his friends, and
see what they had to say, and especially to hecome personally
acquainted with him, and also to investigate the character
and accusations of his enemies, before giving credence to
them, and sec whether they were not prompted by envy,
malice, or revenge, in the charges which they brought against
him?

But how do sceptics investigate the Bible? Notonc ina
lundred of them has ever read it through since they came to
years of understanding, Not one in ten thousand of {hem
cmild read it fluently and understandingly in the tungues in
which it was written. They do not make it a study; they
do not understand i6; they cannot fairly represent it. 1t is
a rare thing that an infidel quotes a passage of Scripture
correctly. Iven the passages they prodace as objectivnable
are usnally misunderstood, misquoted, or misrepresented.
Probably nos one infidel in five hundred could guote correctly
from memory twenty passages of Scripture, giving chapter
and verse where they occur; and probably not one in a
thousand could repeat verbatim tive chapters from the Bible.
Aund the little they do know of the words vf the Book is what
has been taught them in childhood, when their judgments
were immature, instead of heing learned by them when grown
up in the way of careful, diligent, painstaking investigation.

Now, we submit, that if men wish to investigate the Bible
they shounld read it, study it, learn if, practise it, and inquire
concerning it among its friends as well ag its foes; and then
lIet them investigate the condition and character of persons
who live according to the Bible, and cowmpare them with men
who hate it, curse it, or are ignorant of it, and they will be
better titted to judge of its merits.

THE COMFORT OF LOVE.

10 an invalid fricud, who was a trembling, doubting
believer, a minister once said :—
¢YWhen I leave you I shall go to my own residence, if the
Lord will; and when there the first thing Iexpeet to do is to
call for a baby that is in thehouse. I expeet to place her on
my knee, and look down into her sweet eyes, and listen to her
charming prattle, and, tried as I am, her presence will rest
me, for.I love that child with wautterable tenderness. Bat the
fact is she does not love me, or to say the most for her, she

loves me very litele.  1f my heart were breaking under the
burden of a crushing sorrow, it would not disturb hor sleep,
If iny body were racked with excruciating pain, it would not
interrupt her play with her toys.  1f 1 were dead she would
be amused in watching my pale face and closed cyes.  Ifmy
friends came to vemove the corpse to the place of buviad, she
would probably clap her hands in glee, and in ‘two or three
days totally forget her papa. Desides this she has never
brought me in a penny, but has been a constant expense on
my hauds ever since she was born.  Yet, although L am nog
vich in the world’s possessions, there is not moncy enough m
the world to buy my baby. Mow is it? Does she love ms,
ordo Ilove her? Do I withhold my love until I know she
loves me? Am I waiting for her to do something worthy of
my love before extending it to her ”?

““Ol, 1 sece it,” said the sick man, while the tears ran down
his cheeks, I see it clearly.” It is notmy love to God, but
Gol's love to me I ought to be thinking about 5 and I do love
Him now, ag I never loved Him before.”  From that time his
peaco was like a river.—Sclecled.

THE FIVE POUND PRIZE

Offeved by M. Longley, the London publisher, for the six
best Essays on Scripbural subjects, has heca gained by Miss
Minnie Brice, 3, Lower Summerlands, Exeter.

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

The Child's Bible Narrative (London : Cassell, 25.)=We are very wlad
to tind that onr suxgestion s toissuinga pupular cheap edition of ** The
Child’'s Bible ™ has loug since bheen anticipated by Messrs. Cissell in the
handy volume hefore us, wlhieh has now reached its fourth edition (22nd
thousand). ‘This is indesd a hoon. ‘The Bible story in the s ive
form so loved by chililren, with fourteen gouwd illustrations, for 2s, is a
marvel of cheapness.

Ileira : or, the Pow ¢ of the Gospe! (Lumdon: Stodk. A theilling
story of pricstly persecution in dowa-tvodden Spain. 1t is lung since
we read 2 work of puee fiction so absorbing amd dramatic in its interest

The Christiqn Glaba  Junz Part (London : Allingham, Gd.). ~Quantity
uneualled at the price.  The photograph of Dr. Moffat, which aceom-
panies the part, is aloae almost worth the money.

Tne Mivister’s Wive,—The minister’s wife ought to be
selected by a commitiec of the church. She should be
warranted never to have beadache or necuralgia ; she should
have nerves of wire and sinews of iron ; she should never
be tired nor sle:py, and should be cverybody’s cheerful
dradge; she should be cheerful, intellectual, pious, and
domesticated ; she shonld be able to keep her husband’s
house, darn his stockings, make his shirts, covk his dinrver,
light his fire, and copy his sermons; she should keep up
the style of a lady on the wages of a day-labourer, and be
always at leisure for *‘good works,” and ready to reccive
morning calls; she should be secretary to the Band of Hope,
the Dorcas Society, and the Home DMission ; she should
conduct Bible-classes and mothers’ meetings; should maks
clothing for the poor and gruel for the sick : and finally,
she should be pleased with everybody and everything, and
never desire any reward beyond the satisfaction of having
done her own duby and other people’s too.— London Baptist
Magazine.

The Editor of ‘¢ Currcen aAxp Hoye” says, ¢ The Geurge
Woods’ Organ is simply perfect. Its richuess of tone aml
greab volume render it an invaluable acquisition to those
dirceting public praise mectings and services of song.”

Special attention is called to the Advertisement of ¢ Poxps
Exrtract” in this issue., As au alleviator of pain and
hremorrhage—a healer of wounds—or as asubduer of any kind
of inflammation, this extract has gained a reputation and swls
in Awmeriea so cxtraordinary, that 1t warrants the assuwyption
that it is an article of great virtue. It is cadorsed by Medical
men, who more readily lend it their praise on account of its
being merely a distilled extract of the Hamamelis or Witch
Hazel Shrub, which is favourably mentioned in the medical
works of all schools.

Bags, Fleas, Moths, Beetles, aud all other insects are
destroyed by Keating's Insect Ilestroying Powder, which i8
quite harmless to domestic_animals.—Sold in tins, 1s. and
2s. 6d. cach, by Thomas Keating, St. Paul's Churchyard,
London, and all chemists (frec by post 14 and 33 stamps).



