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Death of the Uen. fr. Rop.

Tt is with painful feclings we have to annonnce tho bereave.
ment the Church has sustained, by the death of the Rev. James
Ray of the united congregations of St. George and Glen Morris.
On twe 15th of May, when on his way to awsist the Rev. Mr.
Ruchno of Ayr, he was sruck with apoplesy, about two o'clack,
p.at—was found lymg speechless by tho wayside—was taken
inte a house near I»)—-lns old friend, R. Chritic, Fizq., was sent
for, who, along with a medical man, arrived at eight o'clock—all
was dono that skill and kindness coutd effeet, but he continued
insencible, and at one o'clock on Satibath morning, expired. e
arrived in Canada in October, 1837, and wag ordamed m St
Georgo in Oct., 1838. W believe ho was in tho 53rd year of
his age.  How melancholy to think of the nature of his deathe
stroke !—cut down, as ina moment, and when his bounes were
fall of marrow, and the tide of vigorous health scomed to be
coursing through his vei | how very melancholy to think
that he had to scek a couch on the gmss by the wayside, and
with no human friend beside him, to whom to tell his pain. It is
true, Christian philosophy teaches us tiat it matters not where
the Christian dies, but still there is an awful desolateness about
death, when it comes as in the case of our departed brother. It
is 110t our intention to grive a biographical sketch—for this is only
a notice—such a sketch being promised us by a competent
writes, and which we expected to have had for insertion in this
number 3 but now, we would simply add, that Mr. Roy was an
unwearied Jabonrer in the vineyand, and if not what many would
call a popular preacher, he was certainly a very faithful and a
very abloone. e wasa man of true picty, strong mind, large
and warm heart, and liberal hand.

‘I'he remains of our brothier were brought to tho house of Mr.
Christie, where ho had resided since his ordination, and on the
18th were conveyed to the churcheyard of §t. George. There
were eleven ministers of our Church present at the funeral. Re-
ligious services wero conducted by the Rev. Dr. Ferrier. The
funeral company was very larg 2 more than a mile—
and gave evidence of the esteem in w.hich this servant of Christ
was held in that locality where he was Yest known.

What reason for grautude as a Caurch have we, that so many
of our ministers have been spuied so long. Many have had their
afilictions—some have been brought to the gates of death—yet,
since 1832, only three have died. DBut now there is a voice
coming in closer succession, not only reminding us of our mor-
tality, but of the possible suddenness of our departure. % Be ye
also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man
cometh.

Original Zrticles.

It might almost have been considered s an nct of blasphemy in the
General Assembly to proceed, as they did, in the Name of the Lord
Jesus, and under pretence of power given them by Him to depose from
the oftice of the holy mimatry, such cinently talented, piost, and devot-
ed mmiatere, as those of which the As<ociate Presbytery was compored.
And, ag has been well remarhed by Dr. MeKerrow, in his valuable His-
tory,=* It wilf be ditlicult to find in the records of any ccclesiastical
court a gentence note unust and tysannical.  What an idea are we to
torm, from Uue transaction, of the moralny and justice of 1he General
Ascembly of the Chureh of Scotland at this period!  The eentence of de-
posinon swhich, 1n the fieuzy of party-spint they pronounced against the
founders of the Secession—men of achtowledged worth and piety—and
the grounds upan scluch tlus seatence was pronounced by them, will
stand to fature geucrations as a blot upon therr annale, which no sophis-
tey will ever be able 1o wipe out.”

The act of deposition was in itself nugatory, especially as these minie-
ters hiad already formaily declined the authority of the Svpremie court.—
1t had no efiect in separating, or even in the least alienating the people
at lazge from their beloved pastors. Tt rather strengthened and conﬁmml
their pastoral relation, and i d their infl and —_
It, however, deprived them of their Churclics and emoluments; and the
civil authoritics were in several nstances not backward o enforce that
part of the Assembly's sentence which devolved on them.  Some of the
ministeza, to the honor of the Jocal authorities, were allowed to return to
their pulpits till they could be arherwise accommodated. The Rev.-Ralph
Erskine, of Dunfermline, continued to preach in his Parish Charch, till a
new Church was built by the people who adhersd to him. The same
permission was granted to Mr. Thomson at Bruntistand.  Mr. Moneriefl,
of Ab by, with his cl istic decision, declined to enter the
Church and preached to his people in the open air.  Mr. Fasher retained
the use of hiz Church and manse for moze than a year after his deposi-
tion, when legal steps were adopted to deprive him of both, He after-
wards preached from a tent to his people, till, in o short time, he was
translated to Glasgow.

But in some places, as Stirling and Perth, although the ministers were
Inghly respected and beloved, the civil authoritics ventured not to grant
ndulgences, but at once acted up to the rigour of the ecclesiastical injunc-
tion ; ond, as Dz, Thomson rematks, in these cases  the treatinent oc-
casioned scencs of touching pathos, and rising to the morally sublime *

At Surhng the Rev. Ebenczer Erskine was forcibly excluded from the
place where he had buen accustomed to officiate, on the very first Sabe
bath afier the sentence of the A bly. ¢ The i hibited
the nnging of the chuzch hells to convene *he people to \\ordnp 5 oad
Mr Enkice, having gone up at the usval hour, found the church doors
locked, and the congregation assembled around the sanctuary. Some
proposed, in the heat of their indignation, that a forcible entry should be
made, by breaking open the doore,  This, however, Mr. Erkine would
not permit 3 but litting up the bible, which it was customary for him to
carry to chureh, he protested, in a solemn manner, that he was pursuing
the path of duty, and that not he, but his opposers, were answerable for
the cvents of that day. Ile then withdrew, attended by his congregation,
woa ient place in the neighborhood, where the scrvices of the day
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We have brought the narrative of our Churel's history to the year
1740, when the General Assembly proceeded to depose the eght munis-
ters of wluch the Associate Presbytery was now composed. We could
willingly have dwelt longer on their prudential measures, their rapidly
nereasing strength, their faithfol and noble delineation of the Assembly’s

, and their d through grace, to maintain the truth
as in Jesus, in opposition to prevaling errors, that they might preseat to
their couniry and the world, a pattern of ceclesiastical consisteney, putity,
and efficiency, which, with the blessing of God, might be an instrument
of extensive and lasting good. But it is necessary to proceed with our
nartative, omilting many things which, although interesting, might rea-
der it more tedious than we intended, or than our readers had contem-
plated or covld wich,

were conducted in the open air. The spot sclected for this purpose was
a areen eminence on the nonth side of the town, immediately beneath the

ing batdd of the castle, ding a view of the Grampians
in the dnsnncc, and looking down upon the emiling plains of the Forth,
Tmagination can scarcely conccive a finer scenc than a congregation of
worslippers assembled on such an oceasion, and in such a spot. Mr.
Erskme cammenced the services of the day by giving out the first portion
of the sixtieth Psalm.  The verses selected by him were peculiarly ap.
to the ci in which the were placed :—

¢ 0 Lord thou hast rejected us,
And scattered us abroad 5

Thou justly hast displeased been ;
Return to us, 0 God.

‘The carth to tremble thou hast made;
‘Therein didst breaches make ;

Do thou therefore the breaches.heal,
Because the Jand doth shake.

Unto the peaple thou hard things

Hast shew'd, and on them geat,
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