
CHRIST'S MORAL METHOD.

'Flat aur lcessed- Lord Caille ta carthi ta
es talisl a N inigdoii-to old a cliturclî,
a visiblie su ciel of i mil anmd %vom cii. is «a
f;îci rcagîi..C<l h)y tIlle great iiiajority ai
proîcssiiîg CGîrktiamîs. As ta Ille exact
cliaractcr ofI liat itîrclli.t:ilmd its reclatiois

to tlle aitside world froni wliicli it is
drawil, tliere i ver>' coîîsiderable diversity
of opi Iil, :111d that ce:în a11îaî1g people
w ithif ir icSa inti sect ion of tir lchirisî ianl

clitircli. For tilt firs. 304 years tliose
dlaring ta profcss tire mîail a! Thec Cruici-
ficd %Vert hiable tea ;inioyaîîce, stiflrisng,
anid Ci deaili. ai tit hîaîds o! tire State,
Wlhîicii ini evci*v case was licatiii. Chiris-
traits wvert lookcd upaît as damîgcrous.foi-
lowers a! a tncw stipcirsitian. whîicli wvas
îîot Contemnt wîitl iulercly cxereisiiig its
influnec aver its own vataries, btit cvci
ivent s0 far as ta say iliat it ivas af-iii-
iecrsal ipartanlce, anîd ouglît to be ciii-
braccd by il ii. It claiied ta îlie r
elle and aîily truc [aiiiî ;iami. so lonîg as
alîy State uiplicld atiothcr faitlu, it could

nat laUl ta le ini direct anitaga:îisuî ta Ilirat
State. Tliere is ita aile îîawadays mwlo
Will (lare aiteiit hIe vinidicatiai a! tire

Cruel persecuiiis of carl>' days, îiotably
tiiose o! Ille reign o! tlle Eiperor Ncro;
anid yec. fromi îlîcir poimnt ai vicw, uIl lica-
tiii %vile. pcrsecutcd tire Christ ianis werc
îlîarouglîiy consistent. The>', ais a State,
ivcre bcinig oppased b>' a h)ariy of uteni
%vireo professcd ta follawv Orle wiîonîilitie
lîcatiien rcagnize.d ouîy as a !aintic-a
révoliauioary. lie Iiad beemi put ta dcaîbi,
but Ilis !ohlowcrs spread, anîd înîitltiphicd.
anid dissemi:îatcdl 1-is tcachlig, whicli Was
of a nature calculatcd ta ovcrturn ail UIl
01(1 natioat;l faillis. Until the>' cald- bc
coiîviiiccd of tire righit!iiiess o! Ilis
ciaitus, it ivas only tiaturai tîtat they slioauhdc
jîraîcc. the literesis of the State and Ile
Il'aiti a! tirie Statc, anîd lut dowlî w'itli .
Stratîg Iîaîîld thtase wvioii îhcy could onlly

loa, uipan as hostile bot ýta ttire suite
mdils. Iai±hi.
Sa long, tlici. as t1iere cxistcd liis ati-

lagaiiisiî b)cîwccl. Illte Cliristiait Clinircih
atla licatcil suite. ilîc Was io diffi-

culiy abiout th!e rclationîs betwecni Clîris-
tialit> atnd Ilcattlieuîisitî.

Clîristiamit>' Siîwcdl, by ils Uines ai -
tienl, tire distinict :mid iveil deCflîîcd Pris)-
Cîles uipoii îvici it W«Ias based. It
sliowvd itscîf ta be mtore Iliati a tlcre sys-

lent o! wvorsliî ; it Cciaiel bc-o!, parai.
tioautt authorit3- in regardl te tire social

lfie o! mien. Uiîhikc thte old llclbrcw failli.
it did 'lot la>' dowiî a comlplete tmoral
Codie, itili a certain lixed puîîisiîîtitfor
tire violationt of cadi sep.-ratc article iii
Iliat code. Christ gave, îlot lawsv,. bjut
prilîcîpics, for tirie guidaticc o! nîitn ini So-
cial hife, and lcît it ta ictenîhcîtiselvcs ta
adapt tltcse, pritîciples ta Ille varicd èx-

igeciis o! UIl varicd circuîîîstalîces ini
which tlîey fotund ilieinseîves. That tire
carly clitîrcli, as a Clîuirclî. carried out
tiiese adaptat ions, WC k n w bo)01 h rain
Sacrcd ami~. Svcnl;îr Ilistory. WVe kiiow
also tlîat h exercised athairity ini inatt' ers
a! social înarality, and did al great de:il to-
wards tire Cceation of a tliorotiglilv or.
ganizcd public olliiiioli in regard to mat-
rers coicerîiiîg whichl thlere %%as 11a exact
rie laid dowiî ini lIaly Scripture.

But, wliecn Constaîntine UIl Great estab-
lislied Clîristianlity as the religion of Ille
Statc, wlien ",Tire sword wvas grafted on
tie crook," tlle aspect of tliiîgs clîaligecd
vcry inatcri.illy. Instead of à beinig Coli-
siied a disgrace to profess Cliristiaîîity,
it was 110w c1uitc tire op>posite. Tir( Court
wvas outwarclly Chîristian : ire l:îws ivere
Chîristi an Chirisitiiiv wvas tire fashiait.
Evcryoiuc '*iwlîo was aîh cl fUColi-
Strailncd ta adapt, it as air autward mnark of
respectability. But ever an e %Vas flot IpN,-
liarcd ta takec 11p tire cross. and So il
Caille ta paSS tîtat ilhany little weîkless
ald darli,îg sits gat to bc ovcrlookcd, or,
ai ail cvei!ts, dealI wvîtl leniicntly. So it
lias beCCit iii cvcry :îge of tire cliurchl. In
tire middle âges, mnen of e'Very ratik çon-
sidercd tlîciîsclv-cs inihers ai tire Catît-
olic cliurcli, and atcnded te ils oîîtward
observances ; but, hiow coiiilaraitivcly few
sliowccl tire spiiit o! Chlrist in thcir lives !
Mcii of opulenic. did pretty-.mîucl as thecy

liked, and lioped -te ' tonc for thecir de-
ficicncies by giviiig up a kew àac o! laiid
ta tlienarcst mnonaàstery or d.ithedral, or
by.;bcquclaîhng tîxcir estâtes ta tire cutrchi.
%wlicn -thiylel> ' Ève o no longer, cii-
joy tihem. As. to-social moraIity,. tiierc

w;s .very-little o! that.
Arc wc, in this l9tib century,,this*age o!

îîrogress and. cnliglitcùiment vcry iielî
bettcr tlian ôùir- -atheis ? 1 de, flot tlîiiik-
WC :are.. Most picople, ïvho désire io, be
regarded as mio-ving inircspcctzblc-soctv,
Izeep up thii êônnectioîi %'ith',sôme.irc-
ligious 'bod;, and céontribuîc to .fuis
Tlicy 'put in an .àpFâCrincc nt orneéýof.Uilc
Sunlday services, ýatfd sa a as -*utiwa.r<l
alpcearaliccs go emî.b odChris-

fians. But, hiave th ii iart 04 th emn
aliy idea of tire îndr.11 jiciplcs iîivolvc<l
in bcirîg a !allowcr o! Christ ; or, if tie>
dIo kîiow tuenti, dIo thcy evi2r dreani ai try-
ing ta réguiate tlicir lires b>' thli ? Orle
lias oîîly to glaîîce at tire Condition oif
thiiîg. il& cvery rzalk o! life ta sec Illae air
Lord's mîoral nîeîlîod is îltuniderstoodi
at ail1 evelisp ht is onlyj )racîiscd by isàlaîted
iticliv-idual-ts and coîîîiunities.

Let us try ta sc soule of tlhc'leiîiig
priciples iii our Lard's iiloial nicîhad.

1. Hc wats charactcr, not' com 'duct
iicrcly. lie docs flot say, "Thoau shat (Io
se and so," or 'Ilion sliait hot (Io sa- aîîdt

so " bt Ton -liait bc suô mnd su, or
'Thxou, shait nôtý bc so and so.", -Of

course . we tiriawed e i act Illat 0,ir-
acter eaiiîlot. if real, bc a itre as a î î

ii iîust liaîîifest itself ini a Coicretc for'ni.
As tlîaughts filid ex'pressionî ini wordk. so
eliaricter lias Ia express ise]! ins1 j
'rire teaclîiiig of Christ lias ta Sn takze pusj-
seSsion I of iil tliat tllcy wili fed q.11
St ai n cd t o api>ly it ta tire c ircun awes:us
oi tire day. \\le ned conîsultationi aîîu.,n'g
sitnaîl bodies af rct)r(:eelia.tive Ciîrisi;a,.
\Ve waiî men wlio kiiow wilat hIfe n:î,
in mir schîoos anîd colleges, Io give î'>e
beiefit of thecir expeCriclîce,. 50 thi:it 'il
moral priiici])les ai aur 'Master, J n
Christ, inay bc applied ta cvery action-
ta evcry suiggestian ta action. Anid, wu
walit tire sali e thling done in regard Io
athîcetic sports anid couitests, ta say whcere
use enîds and abuse b)egiiis. WVc ivanî tieis
aise ta Ihe <lon ini respect of btusiness train-
sachions, ta Say' wlicre clcver bulsinelcss lac-
tics hiave giveut way ta cîuesîiaulabl e-d
ings.. l regard to warkslops, w~e wu'11,
ta brilig daWni Clhrist's moeral 'iietitod t#)
settie tice truc relatioiîs o!' capital and I -
bar, of master and serrattt Ii poflcical
lufe, WC wvant it ta sa>' wiiecin colisiýts
fair, Ilicaih rivalry, anîd wlierein unl-

warîlY, selfisli amlbiîioiî ; .111( ta seutle
wliat. inîeaîs and filetads arc lawful îd
what unilawfuitl, in tict palitical arena. \Vc
wvalit it iii our law courts, ta Saý Ilaw b-r
circuîiiistatices nmy> be taken 11110 cotis jler-
atioii, ini disclussing a crismle-us îivciez
and sa on. \Vc want ta get a central pubt
lic conscienice of the Cîlturcli, deli1bcrately
forîicid, as ta tire sort o! typical*acts aid
refusais ta aci, ini wlii tlle Clîrisli;:î
Sphirit îîînst Show iîsclf Ille Uic rions suni-
atiolis of IUie.

2.Our 13lessed 'Lard Iays down -pii-
cipies for tlle baeis af lis spiritual kinîg-
dont1 ; -btît, He sceks its establishmenct
tirolugli tire pcrsoîîal goadîîcss o! -lue ai
tire ilidividtal. Chîristian effort for sadM.1
iiipravcmcent niust always have uts straîîgý
liold in tire gczîinciiness of tire indivitiieaJ
clîaractcr. \Vc canni îhîiiik of ait>' tuovc-
muent for tire .âniaration of tire socia-l
conîdition of. inankind as beiîîg of nUý r-cal
lasîiîig goad, uuiless it is bascd on riglit-
caulsiîess, tliat is, uinlcss is proînaiers arc
acîu.îîcd b>' tilt spirit of Christ and arc
sinîîly desirotis o! cariiîjjg Cl)ii's tearçh-
ilig ulit 0 lractical elYcci. NNVe Ilar a grcaî
dIcal au. tire precîît Uîitc aîbout Ilhe 'a'
tua.sses," UIle îbîîrg< tcnt'hi, iil1îîî
aire tilt ageuicies iii Opécration for the rn;ý-
i:îg ai ilmese lapscd -thesc spiritiially de-,I
Prolssing Clîristilts, of cvecry, sitlade ai
religionis bci, afIc scltding nisotr"
ta prcicli to these poor tinfortuinattes ;li,
WCe Catiitof Ilclp feelintg tîtait hCir "aller
to, i great cxîcnî wasi.ed, 'bcaiisc- à be-
gins atir tlcrong ruiii Wli:î: w W,. l'c
to ai iat is a clhange lui îIe î:ncs
ai tirec.'iapsed." Bad dvcllirîgs, iîîadeéqital!
ivages, etc., arc ZIs stôn1es on the gravcs mf
thcésiiîal dcad ;and, thsestÔîîeý


