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CHRIST'S MORAL METHOD.

That our Blessed: Lord camie to earth to
establish a Kingdom—to found a church,
a visible society of men and women, is a
fact recognized by -the great majority of
professing Ciiristians.  As to the exact
character of that church, and its relations
to the outside world from which it is
drawn, there is very considerable diversity
of opinion, and that cven among people
within the saine section of the Christian
church.  For the first 300 years those
daring to profess the name of The Cruci-
fied were liable to annoyance, suffering,
and even death. at the hands of the State;
which in every cise was heathen.  Chris-
tians were looked upon as dangerous fol-
lowers of a new supebstition, which was
not content with merely. exercising its
influence over its own votaries, bhit even
went so far as to say that it ‘was. of -uni-
versal impori:mcc, and ought to be cwm-
Lraced by all men. It clained to be the
one and only true faith ; and, so long as
any State upheld -another faith; it could
not fail to be in direct antagonism to that
State.  There is no onc nowadays awho
will dare attempt the vindication of the
cruel persccutions of early -days, notably
those of the reign of the Emperor Nero ;
and yet, from their point of view, the hea-
then who persecuted the Christians were
thoroughly consistent,
were being opposed by a party of men
who professed to follow One whom the
licathen recognized only as a fanatic—a
‘révolutionary. He had been put to death,
but his followers spread, and multiplied,
and disseminated His teaching, wllicb was
of a nature caleulated ‘to overturn all the
old national faiths. Uil they could: be
convinced of the rightiulness of 1lis
claims, it was only natural that they should
protect the interests of the State and the
Faith of the State, and put down with 3
stroing hand those whom they could only
look upon as hostile both to the State
and its. faith,

So long, then, as there existed this an-
tagonism between. the Christian chureh
and a heathen State, there was no ditli-
culty about the relations between Chris-
tianity and Heathenism,

Christianity showed, by its lines of ac-
tion, the distinct and well-defined prin-
ciples upon. which it was based. It
showed itscl to be morce than a mere sys-
tem of worship ; it claimed to be.of. para~
mount authority in regard to the social
lifc of men. Unlike the old Hebrew faith,
it did not lay down a complete moral
code, with a certain fixed punishment for
the violation of cach scparate article in
that code.  Christ gave; not Jaws. but
principles, for the guidince of men in so-
cial life, and lelt it to men themiselves to
adapt these principles to the varied ox-

They, as a State,.

THE WESTERN CHURCIHMAN.

igencies of the varied circumstances in
which they found theinselves,  That the
carly church, as a church, carried out
these adaptations, we know both from
Sacred and Sccular History., We know
also that it exercised authority in matters
of socinl morality, and did & great deal to-
wards the creation of a thoroughly or-
‘ganized public opinion in regard to wat-
ters concerning which there was no exact
rule Jaid down in Holy Scripture,

But, when Constantine the Great estab-
lished Christianity as the religion of the
State, when “The sword was grafted on
the crook,” the aspect of things changed
very materially.  Instead of it being con-
sidered a disgrace to profess Christianity,
it was now quite the opposite. The court

was outwardly Christian : the laws were
Christian ; Christianity wwas the fashion.
Everyone “who was anybody” felt con-
strained to adopt it as an outward marlk of
respectability.  But everyone was not pre-
pared to take up the cross, and so it
came to pass that many little weaknesses
and darling sins got to be overlooked,; or,
at all events, dealt with lentently. So it
has been in cvery. age of the church. Ia
the Middie .\5(:9 men of cevery rank con-
sidered themselves members of the Cath-
olic church, and attended to its outward
obscrvanccs ; but, how c.ompar.m\cly few
showed the spirit of- Christ-in their lives !
Meén of opulerice. did pretty-much as they
liked, and Ixopcd to atone -for their de-
ficiencics by giviiig up a few acres of land
to the ncarest ‘monastery or cath\dral or
by bcqucatlmg their estates to the chiirch,
when they themsclves could no longer. en-
joy ‘them. As. to-.social morahty, there
was \cry little of that..

Arc¢ we; in this l9th Century,. this age of
progress and. cnhghtcnment \cry ‘much
better than -our-fathets ? I do. not: thm!\
we are:. Most pcoplc who desire ‘to- be
regarded as movmg i rcspcctable socxclv
keep up their connection with'. some ire-
ligious body, and: comnbutc to, its:- xund~
They put-in an apoear'mcc at one: of ithe
Sumh) scrnccs, and- so ‘far as outwnrd
appearances go, -secm? 1o bc good Chn«-
tians. But, have the. m‘uontv of them
any idea of the moral principles involved
in being a follower of Christ ; or, if they
do know thiem, do they ever drc.un of try-
ing to rcgul'm. their lives by them ? One
has only to glance at the condition of
things in every rank of life to s¢e that otir
Lord’s moral method is not und\.ntood
at all events, it is only practiscd by isolated
individuals and communities.

Let us try to sce sonic of the ludmg

principles. in our Lord’s ioral method..

1. He waunts character, not conduct
merecly.. Hc does not say, “Thou shnlt do
so and 50, or “Thou shalt hot do <o ~uuT
$0.;” ‘but “Thou shalt be so and so “or

“Thou. shalt not be so- and -so’*  -Of

course, we acknowledge the fact that char.
acter cannot, if real, be a mere abstraciion;
it must manifest itselfl in-a concrete form,
As thoughts find cexpression in words, so
cliaracter has fo express itseli in dewds
The teaching of Christ has to so take pus.
session of men that they will feel v
strained to apply it to the circumstances
of the day. Wc need consultation amemg
small bodics of representative Christun,,
We want mén who know what life means,
in our schaols and colleges, to give the
benefit of their experience, so that the
moral principles of our Master, Jeens
Christ, may be applied to every action—
to every suggestion to action. And, we
want the same thing done in regard 1o
athletic sports and contests, to say where
use c¢nds and abuse begins. \We want this
also 10 be. done in respect of business tran-
sactions, to say wlhere clever busmc» tac-
tics have. given way to quc.suoxmblc deal-
ings. In regard to worl\shops, we wanrt
to bring down Christ’s moral method tg
settle the true relations of capital and la-
bor, of master and servant. In political
life, we want it to say wlicrein consists
fair, healthy rivalry, and whercin un-
worthy, sclfish ambition ; and to seule
what means and methods are lawiul and
what unlawiul; in the pofitical arena. We
want it in our law courts, to say how far
circimstances may be taken into consider-
ation, in dxscussmg a crime—its motives,
and so on.  \We want to get a central pub
lic conscience of the . Clmrch, ddnbcmtd.
formed, as to the sort of typical acts and
refusals to act, in which the Christian
spirit must show- :tsclt in the \'.mou: situ-
ations of life.

2. Our Blessed Lord lays down -prin-
ciples for the basis of His spiritual king-
dom; but, He secks its establishinent
through the personal goodness of life of
the individual. Christian cffort - for social
improvement must always have its strong*
hold in the genuineness of the individisil
character.  \We cahnot. think of any move-
ment for the ‘amelioration -of the social
condition of xmnl\md as being of any real
lasting good, unless it is based. on- right-
coitstiess, that is, unless its promoters are
actuatéd by the spirit of Christ, .and are
simply desirons of carrving Christ’s teach-
ing into practical effect.  We hear a great
deal at ﬂll. present tiite about the “l'u»c‘
masses,” the "xubmcrg,cd tenth;” and wany
are the agencies-in operation for the rais-
ing of thése lapsed=—these spiritually de- !
Prokssmg Christians, of évery shade of
religious belief, are . suldmg ‘missionarie:
to preach to these poor.unfortunates:; e,
we-cannot help- feeling that theif -Jabor <
to & ‘great extent wastad, beeause it be-
gins at the wrong onl Wlhm we joe
to aini.at'is a ch'mgc i thc “nviionments
of the "lapsc( Bad d\\cllmgs inadéquale
Wages, ete., are as stones on thc graves oi
the. spmtmlly dead ;. and, ‘these stones




