
Oi'l Me EIdlei"s Office.

Vrdîrnin the Lord, mnust resemble is ia tbis niarti îlar.-
Th'eir lrf' or rovernifient inust, Le the op)en, tender, paUtielt,
,%Vise$ prîidenît, and autbcîîitative carc wvlich a lovilag parent ex-
,ercîses lowar(ls bis chuîdren. Anid if' a mail does not dsscovel,
tîmese qualities *(i the management of bis own btouse,,, lîoiw sbial
'.ie g"overm the chorch of GuOd ?

7M1.etore coiicludiilT these rernarkis on hlie qualifications for the
1:drsoffice, it is necessary to, obscrte e tbat altimongli iore i

a t for il, aitogether destitute ut any of" thenvtiailisldî
found iliat auy une possesses ltera ail in the ýtarîme degre. -
Sonne pobîsess unie or more ol' tlmetn.eî,iiietitly, and arc flot destit ute
of tbe re-t, ilthotigh inot conspicmnous for tbeni ia any grent d're
o1hers ex'cel in tliose very qualifications foir w'lich these arc flot
conspictions, wbile tbiey are not altoget ber delicient ia t.:c <itier
qualifies. 'fbat a person does flot possess theia ail im an eqa
-dcgrec is nxo reasomi for rejecting biin ; it only discovers the ne-
cessnty of liaving otbers.joizied %vitlî Iîin ia office, %wbo rnay excel
-.n those qualifications for iibich bie is by no ineans remnarkiable.

rtins ise wortby of notice tinit Churches înay labour under
rat cgaor*ance 01f the qu4iiications proper f'or their edilicatloin,

by an ii proi)er compai ison of tbeir state witbi that. of otbcer
Uburches. iK* 4t _e

It is olbvi6;usZ «t first sigyht, that sucb are the -different situa-
ltions of tbe Chur-cles of Christ, tbat.a mnan nnight be an able aad
-useffol lder ia one Cburelb, tint could scarcely occupy tiuaI
office with amiy propriety in aiothier. And tbis, il is perstinaed,
,wiii ever be the case, so long as there is sucb .a disparity of li-
proverncat betwecn one Cburcbi and anothier. 1 men improve-
-ment chiefiy in literature and civilizcd life.*

And bere it is wvortVy of deep attention, iliat wbienever
Christ gratbers together a Cburcbi, be wilil amply b)c$iow. on tihat
Cburch, wiîhin itself, ait those gitis proper for uts own edification,
and the diffusion of the lineoledge of salt'ation la the place wbiclr
that Chur-ch occupies, if attention Lie paid to the mutuai exeri:ise
of ail the grifts in it foir edification. if ibis reniark be fouadcd in
Irmntlb, as theautbor firniily believes it is, thien, instead uf*Cburcbces
grasping at umen nih the iirst talents, if tbey bave any biope of
obtaiaing tbem, tbieir inanihest duty is ho look up to Jesus, ivha
has ascended on igih to give gifts to mnen, tliat hhey Ibeinselves
inay corne bebiad iii ne gift proper for ilicir own edification, or
-the diffusion of the trutlb in the place %wbici bieblas assinaed tbern.

In judging, thien, of tbe qualifications fit for tbe Elders
office, lot it be carefully noticed, that each"Cb-'urch of Christ is
Io judge of' qualifications proper, not. for amîollker Church, but for
i1seIf. If ibis Lie wveil attended toi and if it be a fact flbat desus
bestows on every Cliurcb of his, by a due attention ho, the excrcise
-of gifîs for niutuai edific-ation, every qualification necessarv for


