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Frethren in the Lord, must resemble his in this particular.—
Their gitts for government must be the open, tender, patient,
avise, pmuuut, and authoritative care which a loving parent ex-
ercises towards his einldren,  And if a man does not discover
these qualities in the management of his own house,, how shall
de goveran the church of God ? * * ® *

Betore coneluding these remarks on the qualifications for the
Elder’s office, it is necessary to obserse, that although nore is
it for it, altogether destitute of any of them, yet that it is seldomn
found that auy one posa.se.eb them all in the same degree.—

Some pn»es~ one or more of them enminently, and are not d":tl.u!e
of the rest, although not conspicuous for them in any great degree
others excei in those very qualifications for which these ure not
conspicuous, while they are not altogether deficient in ti:¢ other
qualities. ‘That a person does not possess them all in an equal
degree is no reason for rejecting himn; it only discovers the ne-
cessity of having others joined with hini in office, who may exce?
in those quelifications for which he is by no means remarkable.

It 1s also worthy of notice that Churches may labour under
great tgnorance of the qualifications proper for their edification,
by an improper compan:on of their state with that of other
Churches. * * # * *

It is obvious, at first sight, that such are the different situa-
tions ofthe Churches of (Jurmt that.a man might be an able and
aiseful Xlder in one Church, that could scarcely occupy tiat
office with any propriety in another. And this, it is persumed,
will ever be the case, so lonyg as there is such a disparity of im-
provement between one Church and another. 1 mean improvc-
ament chiefly in literature and civilized life. * =

And here it is worthy of deep attention, that whenever
Christ gathers together a Church, he will amply besiow on that
Ll)urch within itself, ail those gilts proper for its own edification,
and the diffusion of the l\nowledge of salvatien in the place which
that Church occupies, if attention be paid to the mutual exercise
of all the gifts in it for edification. If this remark be founded in
truth, as theamhorﬁrmly believes it is, then, instead of Churches
grasping at men of the first talents, ifthey have any hope of
obtaining them, their manifest duty is to look up to Jesus, who
has ascended on high to give gifts to men, that they themselves
may come behind in no gift proper for their own edification, or
the dlﬂ‘usmu of the truth 1 m the place wluch he has assn‘ned them.

#

In Judfrmrr then, of the qualifications ﬁt for the Elders
office, let it be carefully noticed, that each’Church of Christ is
to _]udge of qualifications proper, not for anothier Church, but for
zlse{f If this be well attended to, and if'it be a fact that Jesus
bestows on crery Church of his, by a due attention to the excrcise
of gifts for mutual edification, every qualification necessary for



