
blinfi revenge for thse crimes of their pre-
siccessors. ]?ina ly the hast and wvorst of a
series of horrors wvas reachedi when the
dei'oted, the lieroic Bishiop Patteson, witis
Rtev. Mr. Aitkin, his essist4nt and a native
toucher fell in ene day, the victims of' re-

veng and of' a dcviiish trailie, whiehi thoughi
fait hflu 1l'y cxposed and denouinced by the
inissionaries of ail the churchies had heen
deccnded and protecsed by»tmen in iih
piees under tie controlliug influence 'o«

This kidnapping business with its terrible
resuits, and the mneans adopted for its re-
pression, constisutes the preminent fi2aturc
of thse mission during the yenr pest. It
%vas tihe gruas subject of deliberation ut the
MNissirun Concil. F'or years the bretitren
had struggied te awahken the indignation et'
Christendoin igssiust its atrocitieg, and
te secure the effective intervention eof
British power, but witli very partial success.
At iast meeting they invoked the int-
nediate nid ef ai the churchea interestcd,
in caiiing on thse Britsih 1>arliament for thse

rereson of the traffle. Whether riscir
appeas ivould have succceded had nothing
ocurred hcyond an incrcascd amoutis of'
violence and inurder it is impossible te say;
but tihe violent death. of a mnan se wideiy
kaawn, se bigli in rank and social position,
so blaqmeless in demeanour, and se hcroic
and devoted in his life andi public labours,
is tihe martyred Bishop of Mielanesia
eiectriflcd the publie, and aroused the
nation, se that thse petitions t'orwarded te
(I'ovtrninent and rarlianient have met wvith
prompt attention and a caeli considera-
sion. This Board carried eut thse instruce-
tions of Syaod by sending a petition to thse
foot eof tise Throne wii fier Majesty bàs
gracioslsy acknotýledged, and a mexuorial
te tise Eari of Mizigrave, Gevernor eof
Queensland. T'ie B3oard wvent further and
forworded petisions on tise saine subjeet te
hoth Ilouses of' ]ariiasnent, whieh liave
4eea duly prcsented.

BUITISII PARLIAMENT.

Tise Bill1 subxnisted and now under con-
%ideration of' Pariaînent is for tise prevention
iud puniaismeut oie crimnissal Outrages on
the natives ot P1olynesia ; and empowers
P'olonial Courts tesr.y and punish B ritish
(* ctrs for ki dnatpping, andte issue coin-
asissiols5 fur tise examination of witnesses;

- ithorizestise Commandera of fIer Majesty's
'hips te obsain tihe attendance of native
wituesses and te remunerate shem ; author-
izes thse seizure of suspece« vesseis ; and
British Vice Adniiraiity, Courts are te have
foul pon-er te try, hein on such ch arges, and
when proved te condemn vessel, ssnd éargo
as t'ort'eised te Iler Ma4jessy.

Mlost important suggestions for thse int-
Provrea eof thse Bt lisve been made te

JLord Kiniberiey bi, the Foreign Mission
Conimittee of the IReformed Presbyterian
Clsnrch of Scotland, such as thse appoint-
ment of' a Public Prosecutor, tihe more
thoroughiy to carry out the Act, tihe render-
ing nui and void et' ail agreements between
thie natives and traders uniess it can be
shewn that tihe ternis of contract wero
understood by the natives, and requiring on
islssuds occupied by raissionaries thse signa-
ture of the !flissionatry as a guaratstee that
the eentraet had been suficientiy explaincd
to, and comprehended by the natives.
Shouild thse Bi pass with these anaendments
the gr-eat aim of' thse missionaries would be
secured, the depredations of iawiess mn
ciseeked, and the greatest hindrance to
Poi-ýnesian missions abated if net removed.
.And, should thiese happy resuits be realized
ton11 body of mon will such gratitude be due
for the change froan tihe fiends of religion
and humanity, as te the Newv Hebrideaui
saissionaries who have eonteaded nobiy and
nt great sacrifices for the poor defenceless
isianderis against unscrttpuioss asnd pewer-
fi adverbaries.

OURt 1tSPOefSIBILIT1-.

Tho responsibility of sendine the Gospel
to the whole population et the Ncwr
Jiebrides resto chiefiy on the 1>resbyterian
cisurches engaged in evangeiizing the group.
The Lundon Missionary Society it was ex-
pected w&uid take part in the %vork by oc-
cupying some of the northren islands, but
tihe Agents of that Society have been
directed te occupy New Guinea, whieh wilI
engross ail their spare force, and accordiagiy
earnest appeais from. some of the islands of..
the New Jkebides for heip have beeni trans-
miuted by them to our missionaries. We-
rejoice in the fact that they wiil bave faessa
new men, three frein these Provinces and
oue from. Victoria, by the Dayspring, and
pray that they xnay have openefi before them-
a vide door and effectuai, and may ail be
strengthened te enter and te occupy.

Thse Bloard feel thankfüi ln being ia a
position to report to Synod that Mr. Joseph
Annarsd having cornpleted bis Tiseological,
stiidies, and baviug been licensefi by the
Presbytery of Hialifaxc met thse Board, and
cxpreosed his continued desire te be en-
gaged in the work of Forci Missions, and
his readiness te procee t eNewv Hebrides
nt %Yhatevcr tinte the Board choose tu ap-
point. H-is services were accepted with
perfect unanimity,,and.L it aras derided that
ie shouid be sent se as te be in Australia

to mecs the Lays-prng ëariy next year.
Mr. Annand had a short time givea, him.
ýte renew bis niedical studies, 'with xsetisre
that he would be exneoaed. te spend somo'-
months la vMsting the, ehurches, coin-
mencin*g soon after. thss meeting; of Synod ;
and, in tihe meantime the Presbytery of -
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