
Ot the Co>nmo7i Pigeon~. lia
sqwirrels, and othcr dependents on the fruits of the forest. I have tak-en,
f'rom the crop of a single Wild Pigeon, a good handful of thec kernels of
beech nuts, intermixed with acorns annd chestnuts. To form a rough
estimate of the daily consumption of anc of thiese immense flocks, let us first
attempt to calculate the numbers of that above mcntionecd, ns scen in passing
bctwcen Frankfort and the Indiana territory : If we suppose this column to
hiave been one mile in brcadth, (and I believe it to, have been mucli more,)
and that it moved at the rate of one mile in a minute, four liours, the time it
continucd passiug, would. make its whole lengrth two hiudred and forty miles.
Again, supposiug that ecd square yard of this moving body comprehiended
three Pigeons, the square yard in the whiolc space, niultiplied by thrc,
w'ould give two thousand two hundred and thirly millions, two hundred and
sevcnity-two thousand Pigeons !-an almost ineonceivable multitude, and yet
probably far below the actual amount. Computing eachi of these to consutme
hiaîf a pint of mast daily, the whole quantity at this rate would equal
seventecu, millions four hundred aud twenty-four thousaud bushels per (lay!
ilenven lias i'isely and graeiously given to these birds rapidity of fliglit and

disposition to range over vast uucultivated tracts of the earth, otherwise
thecy miust have perishied in the districts w'here Ilhcy resided, or devourcd up
thue whole productions of agriculture, as iwell as those of the forests.

"A few observations on flhe mode of flighlt of these birds mlust not be
omit'ted : the appearance of large dctaclicd bodies of thiem in the air, and thie
various evolutions thcy display, are strikingly picturesque and intcrcstilg.-
In descending the Ohio by myseWf in the nonith of Fcbruary, I often rcsted
on my oars to centenilete thecir aerial mianSeuvres. A colunin, eiglit or ten
miles in length, ivould appear froni Xcentucky, highi in air, stcring across te
indianla. Thie leaders of this grent btdy woulà soluetimecs gradnally vary

flieir course, until it forrned a large bend, of more than a mile in diamecter,
those belinid tracing the exact route of their predecessýors. Thiis would
continue somet imecs long after both extremitics wcre beyond the reach cf

'iygit .so thuat the Nvliole, with its glittery undulations, iuarkcd a space on
hie face cf the hecavens rescnibliing flie wind(ings cf a vnst and ma et.c river.
When tli;s bend becamne vcry grecat, the birds, as if sensible cf thi unnccssary
(,citu cour:se thcy wvcre takihg, suddcnly changcd their dirction, so that
Ni bat was ili coînun before becanuec anl inunlense front, straightcnling ail its
iirdeiatuircs; until it swept the licavens in one vast and infinitcly extended
fine. Otiier lesser bodies aisýo unitcd witi ecd other as they happcncdl te,
approaclh, witi suchi case and elegance cf evolution, fornling new figures., and
varying these as they iinitcd or separatced, thiat I neyer wU ns ircd. cf contem-

)latng them. Somectimies a, IIawv would malze a sw'eep on a particular
part cf the columi, fromn a great heigt whn lotn uic aslihni
that part shot dow'nwards out cf the common track; but, soon rising again1

contiuu* ad 0c n nt t e s m eg t as before. This iiflecticu was
contilucd by those behind, who, on arriving at this point, divedl down, almost
perpendicularly, to, a 'great depth, and rising, followcd the exact pati cf those
1iuat ivent, befoire. _s these vast bodies passcd over tic river near me., the


