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Iiead is not (fromi a iedical point of viewv) in hiarmiony with the laws
-which govern a, plaeid ner-voits systoni, and is tberefore, to thiat extent
'a'npllectsan?. Dut when tliat thunder in ail its terrible proportion.- ex-
pendis its fury iii loud and deafeingi peals, suggestive of the sixniultan-
eous cr-asli of ten thousand crates of gl-ass (thiat; side dowinwards)-
when couniticas arrowvs of electrie fluid shoot forth with uncertain

raieand plant their fiery uines and bastionied contours in dlangerous

"1The fairy spot
Whcrc steals the soul to sltep."

-tkn-twn it 'is, thaxt the' nervous fabie becomes so paralyzed that
the suffèrer, in the exercise of ai patient resignation, seeks, aý tranquil
solace in the discussion of-a, weed ![Jt niay n&ot, perhaps, be Super-
fluous to add thiat I "lit-uip" axt thiis criticý,. juncture.]

There is a suibliimity-,an ind(escribable sweetiiess of repose, iii tuel
enjoyxnii-ent of a quiet pu,"whichi othier and more pretentious occu-
pations do not confer on prostrate hiumanity. Still, 1 confess, 1 feit
cbeerlcss and dîsquieted ; for, (to quote Chaucer> Il ver and ain
amnid the tuxnultuous roar of IlJove's drezad clamours " the celestial
flood-gtes sent forth their mnigffty torrents, j)eietrîating every fissure-
and cavity, transporting pools into reservoirs and brooks into. rivers!
Suceli were the fetutres of that meniora ble storm as 1 lay in awve-
struckl contemplation of the grand suibliniity of the picture, whleni-

p-a-pct -«t-pt pc-a-p! pa-ci-J) a succession of lachryxnal
spurts, entering fromn the roof above, feul he-avily on onie of My cheeks.
and rolled over into the nearest orb-hinttingy cita eict ra
wvith the rapidity of a Ilstop)per froin the righlt shoulder /" [Geni"'
numnber there, plIease-witli the uisual courtesies]

Recovering froi the eflècts of this casiad iniconvenience I took a
sweeping survey of "lthe situation," and thereby dliscovercd atpcue
-wichl I will noNv endcea.vor to pourtray. I have already stitted, and
1 noir rèlpeat-tIher c a roof on M/e Itouse That roof had been
con-vcrted inito an enlarged modification of a dSiry-sieve. Tliroughi
innumnerable ventilators whichi lad been formied and pe.rforated by
the action of the previous year's "ltropicals," that preciouis roof ad-
îuitted inito mny sanctunm a, series of brooks and rivulets, convcrging
ilito a central1 streai or flood thichtus receivcl the waters of a
thousand siender but faiith)fil tributaries.

Unhapily Iwas not alone ini xy misery, for I perceiveci a miighty
mnultitude of ants moving down the ivalls in seven separate colunînis.i from za Y)oint dI'aplpui placed bcyond the ceiling. procecdling en
echiellon they bîvouacked on the bed-posts, curtains, and inattress, andthen quietly :ocated themnselves in) u2zder, atrozind, above, belov, every
haxbitable square inch of that l-uckless cot and its appurtenanices

Nor -. asthis ail. An exodus of rats, acconipanieci by their respec-
tive faxuilies, then flew past, ln searchi of happier homes, as if actingi ii concert -%vitlî the il.isect. tribes wlîic]î pýreceded themn. [It is needless
to say thiat the- ancestors of thiese fug(itiýves had in earlier ages ex-
cavatted certain portionsýof thc foundations, wvhich nowv ifforded ample
accommodation for these, the homeless wanderers of posterity.]

But the greatcst horror of aIl had yet to cime. The rats had

169


