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þoor an I Io ti avel! rn, a second part ho devoted to the
service of the Temp 6, and the third he reserved for
himself and his housebold.

This prudent and benevolent distribution of his
goods brought down heavenly blessings on his flocks,
which multiplied eo exceedingly as to have Lad no
parallel in Israel.

At the age of twenty, St-Joachim was married to St-
Anne, who, i ke himself, was of the tribe of Judah, and
of the fanily of David. For the first twenty years, no

.child blessed thieir union, and this was naturally a
.great affliction to the pious couple, for, in those daye,
every Jewiidh woman contemplated the possibility of
herself becoming the motli-r or ancestress of that
Messiuh, whom they EQ ardently desired and looked
for. This childlessness'having been publicly made a
caute of reproach to St-Joaehim, he withdrew into
the mountains vith bis flocks, and for five months
remained absent from bis spouse St. Anne, who, dur-
ing all that time, wept over his absence and wore
mourning garments in tokcen of hier ignorance as to,
wlether lier husband still lived. At length, deter.
mined on maldng the greatest efforts to overcome her
dejection, she threw aside lier sad garb. cla1 herselfin
gayer (probably her nuptial) robes, and descending to
-her gai den, was there taking recreation when she was

- hoiiored by the apparition of an angel w-ho made her
the following announcement. " Fear not, Anne, for it

is in God's designs f at t lion shalt give birth to a
"child who shall be th'e admiration of ail anpes even to

the end of tirno."
We are told that, at the verv moment when the holy

Anne was being tilus conqolod by her leavenly visi-
tant, anuther angel appeared to Joachim in the moun-
tains wherel he wtas feeding his flocksi and in Heaven!s
name, gpvo him a lik>) aqsur.ance: " Of thy blood, the
anget said, stiill be born a daugh lier ; she wili dwell
in the Tempte an.i the [oly (Glost wiU come down to
ier, so that her blessedness shali be greater than the
blessediess of any other woman-; that which is bora,


