
Grand, or St. Lawronce River, to the River St. Pierre. The
cut would be some 800 toises in length, 12 feet (French)
wide at the surface of'ground, the greatest depth of cutting
mentioned is 9 feet. The gentlemen of the Seminary were
to allow the use of any tools in their possession, especially
those suitable for rock excavation. In the event of Cata-
logne's death during the time of construction, his wife cotild
complote the work. The contract price for the work was
3,000 livres and it had to be completed in June, 1701.

This contract, the first canal contract in Canada,-when
the magnitude of the present canal system and this humble
cndeavour, as viewed from to-day, arc compared,-possesses
great interest. The preamble may be quoted-

30th October, 1700.-" Marché pour le canal de la Rivière
St. Pierre entre Mr. Dollier et Sr. Catalogne.

"Furent présent Messire François Dollier de Casson, un
des prêtres du Seminaire de St. Sulpice de Paris, Supérieure
des ecclésiastiques de Ville-Marie,

"Et Sieur Gédéon de Catalogne, officier dans les troupes
du detachement de la Marine et Arpenteur Royal."

The name of the notary executing this document was
Adhemar.

Catalogne did not complete the canal at the date specified,
the death of M. Dollier de Casson, in October, 1701, stopped
the work.

Catalogne, in bis memoirs says, having made the plans
and superintended the works, the sudden death of M. Dollier
de Casson cost hiir. 3,000 écues.

With reference to this statement, the Seminary noted
" c'est Catalogne qui parle, mais il ne dit pas la vérité."

After the death of M. Dollier de Casson, another Sulpi-
clan priest interested hinrsolf in the canal. M. de Breslay
was a gentleman of the King's Chamber; disgusted with
the world and the gay life of the court of Versailles, he sold
bis commission and devoted himself and his fortune to the

-Indian missions of New France. iHe was appQinted curate


