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heat to cease from preaching. When Christ's will and Cmsar’s will comeinto
- eollision there is for the Christian no alternative but to obey Christ, lev the
consequences be what they may. :

 *Here is then the difference between Profestant and Papist. In the case

" of the former it is the will of Christ that limits civil obedience ; in the case
" of the latter it ia the will of an Italian priest. * Thus szivh che Liocd,” sottles fo
‘the Protestant all controversy ; while to the Papist the decision rests on the
decretum est (i €. the will) of the Pope.

: But this brings us face to face with a very important, and not very wall
‘uudelstood question, among Protestants, the gquestion, viz :—¢ How are we
. }to find out the mind of Christ.” Sowe will tell us that i follow ag con-
o~ { gcionce we are listening to the voice of Obrist, and that conseience thorefdre
|ig the nltimate nmpire when there is a confiet of authovities. There is an
' element of truth in this. Conscience is God’s witness ; and he who listens
. to conscience listens to the voice of God in so far as 001)80181109 is clear sxd
_capable. But is there no danger of setting up our fallible consciences as in-
. i fallible guides, in which case men who rebel against the Pope sitting in
‘P.ome 108y bow down to a Pope sitting within their own evil breasts. Well
saay it be said of conseience as some one said of religion : ** O, Conscience,
whs,t crimes have been committed in thy name.” When the wretched fsn-
'} atics of Germany rcse against all civil authority, in the sixteenth century, it
. ! was on the plea their consciences would not allow them to submit to the eivil
law. It is plain therefore ihat ccnscience alone is not & sufficient witness as
to Christ's will. Ixcept for man’s fall it would be a sufficient witnesa &s to
'} righs or wrong, but the fall has depraved the conscience and invalidated the
1 truthdfulness of the other faculties that minister to it, so that we must lovi
§ out for another witness by which to guide and gusge the decision of con-
o stience.
The Bible is the second witness whose testimony is always necessery to
i regulate the decisions, even of the best informed consciences. Itis to the
direet, plain will of God as revealed in his Word that the Church since the
days of Moses has trusted chiefly for ascertaining the path of duty. It was
to the *“ Law and to the Testimony™ our blessed Lord appesled in his con-
flict with the Prince of Davkness, thrice, in that spiritual combat, quoting its
decision as an end of their controversy. It is therefore « generally understoad
maxim in all Protestant communities that the ¢ Bibls is the only infallible
J rule of faith and manners.” Hence, also, we suppose the other maxim, that
* The Bible, the Bible alone is the religion (4. e. faith and morals) of Pzo-
testants.”
But there seems still something a-wanting. We know that the Bible may
tbowibanderstood.  Frow its blessed pages gross heresies have besn extracted,
0§ and also justification for treason and rebellion. I# is not therefore the Bible
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