. LESSON "XI—SEPTEMBER: 10.

Encouragmg the Builders. ',

" Haggai II., 1-9. Memory
Read the Bcok cf'Haggai and . lsalah 1x.

Golden Text. .
‘Be strong, all ye peop.,e of- tha_ land,
.saith the Lord, and work for I am wn;h
you—Hag. II, 4.

Home Readmgs.
M. Haggai 1. God’s-call to build.
T. Haggai 2: 1-9. Encouraging the Builders.
W. Ezra 5: 1-5. The call obeyed.
_ Th., Ezra 5: 6-17. = Opposition.
F. Ezra 6: 1-12. Enemies defeated. :
.S. Egra 6: 13-22, The Temple completed.
Su 2 Chron 5: 11-14. God’s glory.

Lesson Storv.

Supt. —1 In the seventh month in the
one and twentieth day of the month, came
the word cf- the Lord by the rrophet
Hag’ga-i, saying, ’

School.—2. Speak now to Ze-rub’ba-lxe_l
the son of She-al'ti-el, govérnor of Ju'dah,
and to Josh’u-a the son of Jos’e-dech, 1he
high pnest and to the residue of the peo-
Dle, saymg,

3. Who is left among you that saw this
house in her first glory? and how do ye
see it now ? is it not in your eyes in com-
parison of it as nothing ?

Yet now be strong, O Ze-rub ba-bel
saith the Lord; and be strong, O- Josh'u-a,
son of Jos’ e~dech the high priest; and be

strong, all ye people of the land, saith the

Lord, and work: for I am with ycu, sdith
the Lord of Losts:

5. According to the word that I coven-.
anted with you when ye came out of B'gypt,

S0 ‘my °pmt remameth among ycu fear

Ye not,
~ 6. For thus salth the Lord ct hosts
Yet . once, "it is 'a little while, atd I will

shake the heavens, and "the earth, and the
sea, and.the dry land ; :

. 'And I will shake all natlons, and’ the
desn'e of all nations shall come: and I'will
fill' this house with glory, saith the Loid
of hosts.

‘8. The silver is mine, and tte gold is
mine, saith the Lord of hosts,

9. The glory of this latter house shall
be greater .than of the former,  saith the
Lord of hosts; and in this place will-I give

_-peace, saith the Lord of hosts,

Suggestions.
Fifteen years after the setting up of the

altar and the laying of the foundations of

the Temple, two messengers from God ap-
peared on the scene, the prophets Haggai
&nd Zechariah.
When the enemies of the Jews worried
them into leaving off building the Temple,
_ they began to beautify and improve {heir
own houses, and settled down to labor for
- their own prosperily. - Too easily discour-
ag:d frcm the work of the Loord, the re-
turned exi'es: would almost have forgotien
that they needed a Temple and a complete
service of worship of Jehovah, had they not
been ‘sent messengers from Jehovah to en-
courage them to build. . They were living
in-sight of the ruins of the Temple but had
grown so accustomed to the depressing

E sight of its desolations that it had lcst its

first pathos for them. Their crops were
not doing well nor their business prosper-
ing but they understood not that this was
God’s judgment on their negiect of him.

The Lord Jehovah sent his servant Haggai,
B.C. 520, to his people with a message to
begin again immediately to build the Tem-
ple. Haggai, probably an old man, having
seen the magnificent temple - of Solomon’s
building, and having mourned for years
over the desolations of the destruction of
that Temple, suddenly appeared before the
governor and the chief priest asking why
the people said it was not time to build the
TLord’s house, and yet
and dwelling in their own houses, . (Hag. 1.,
1-8). He -encouraged them by telling that
the Lord of Hosts was with them.
Jehovah  himself stirred up the spirit of
Zerubb:bel the governor, an! Joshua. the
.high -priest, ‘'and all the rest of the people
:1[::) begin to build agam the Temple of the
" Lord.

RN

verses 4, 5‘

2 Tim," 3: 10-17.

were. beautifying

Then

THE MESSENGER

The seventh month was called Tisri and L
. In this
" month 'the’ feast of Tabernacles wa.s held, e
week, Y
_.f'This house;’ the Temple, is spoken of ‘al-
" ways' as’ though ‘it were “one 'house, though
" destroyed and’ -rebuilt.s veral times.

corresponded to our - October..

the - great natlonal Thanksngmg

*Haggai admits ‘that the present conditlon‘

of -the temple’is in"no way. glorious. He asks

who among the ' people remembered = the

glorious” beaunty ‘of the’ Temple . before .its’
- distruction,: B. C.-586. Those who remember- .

ed- the former glomes could not but mourn

over the present state of affairs, but Haggai = -

brought to them:a. :gloricus. -Imessage . of
divine comfort.” *‘The latter. g'ory of this

house shall be greater than -the .former, - -

the promise of Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts.

‘Be'strong,.for I am with you’ was the.

Lord’s. promise, his covendnt- had not f.il-
ed; his Spirit still abode’ with | hlS people,
they had nothing to. fear.

- God shakes the nations and the whole
ﬁrmament when it is necessary for the ful-
filment of his purposes.-

the furtherance of the spread of the gospel.
Every nation has in it, however . hidden,
deep soul-stlrrmg yearnings for the Mes-
siah, every human heart is formed for God,
and can never rest until. it finds
Nations are in seas of unrest and commo-
tion: because they know nothing of resting
in God. Those who rest in God are safe
no matter how their surroundings may he

shaken.
The Blble Class. .
Go Forward—Ex. xiv., 13-16, 29-31: L

Chron. xxii,, 11-13: II Chron. <xx.,. 20-22:
Isa. lv., 12, 13: .Josh, I, 7-9: Rom: 3iv,
19: Phil. 101, 12-14. Encouragement—T.

Sam, xxx., 6: Deut. IIT., 28:
15: Psa. xxvii, 14; xxxi., 24,

C. E Topic. ~

" Sept. 10 An early Christian Enneavorer
(A union meetmg with
the Junior . soclety) )

“Junior C. E

Sept 10.. An.early, ‘Christian Endeavorer.
2. Tim. 3:. "10-17. - (A union ‘meeting w1th
the “Youiig People’s Socxety)

A Gentle. Cail.

Sometimes the Christian life -begins very
simply, especially with ‘the young. Among
those who have been under good influences
in the home, the church, the Sunday-school,
and have been living sweet and gentle lives,
free from grosser forms of evil,. xt is unrea-
sonable to expect any violent .‘experience’
or marked change in the manner of living.
Failing to recognize this fact, many parents
continue to wrestle with God, in prayer for

‘Acts xxviii,

the conversion of their children long after *

that change has really taken place, while
the children and young people themselves,
on account of the same mistaken . impres-
sion, continue long in deep, unsatisfied long-
ings t6 become Christians after God has in-
deed. accepted them and they are actually
living devotedly in His service. It is well
for us all to recognize how simply and
quietly the Christian life sometimes begins

A thoughtful girl of sixteen years, living
in the country at a distance from the church
which made attendance irregular, read, on
a Sunday, the memoir of a Christian woman.
On closing the volume, she said to herself,
‘That was a beautiful life.” = After a little
thought, she added, ‘and I should like to
live such a life’
kneeled down and said, ‘Lord, I will try
from this time.’ ' The decision Was made.
She went on steadily, and is still a useful and
influential Christian woman, honored and
beloved and widely known for her beauti-
ful and' devout character —Rev. G. B .
H'\llock D.D.

—_————

On gaining and holding attention, the ‘Bible
Student’ says: ¢ Attention should be gained
and held by making the lesson more attractive
thap anything else. The younger pupils best
comprehend it .in the form of a connected

story or familiar illustration, and the teacher

should take advantage of this trait. Christ
always adapted His teaching to the capacity
of those whom He taught. ' He did this-large-
ly by use of the parable or allegory. -The
facts of nature and observation are always
at’hand to furnish a never failing fund from
which the wied-awake teacher may draw at
will,,  Thus he may make nature what it
should be—a handmaid of inspiration.’

The wars among
. different people oftea prepa e the way for -

him, .

A few minutes later she .

Tobacco batechlsm. :

(By Dr R. H. McDonald of San I‘ra.ndsco) ‘

CHAPTER XIV —COST OF. THE TOBACCO'

"HABIT.-

N Q——Ls the habit ot usmg tobacco very' S

costly? .

'—At first it is not; but the appehte in-

creases more and more; until its gratification

scmetimes costs a man hundreds of dolla.rs .
‘ayear. - .
2.:Q—How. much money is \spent in ‘the

United States for tobacco each jyear? |
A —It has{peen estimated at about six hun-~
dred millions of dollars.:

have every year,: if this amount should be
divided among the ch.ildren ‘of the Unxted
States ?

A—About fifteen dollars for each boy a.nd E

girl every-year,

4. Q—What is ‘the expense’ of smoking

three five-cerit cigars a day, for ten years?

A.—The cost, including principal and in-

terest, would be $745. 4.
5..Q—What is the expense for twenty-ﬁve
years?

3. Q.—How much money would each child '

‘A.—~Including pnnclpa.l and  interest,-

$3,110.74.

‘6. Q~—F¥low many 1cres of Jand at $1.25 an
acre will this buy ?

A.—2,488 acres, or nearly ‘four sections of
government land.

7. Q—Give another example of lthe expense
of this habit of smoking ?

'A—By an. estimate it fis found that the
habitual smoker who spends fifteen cents a
day on cigars will, from. the age of eighteen
to sixty-eight, expend a sum.that, compou.nd-
ing the interest.at seven percent,. would
amount to $20,000 (twenty thousand dollars)

8. Q—Was: tobacco at any. ume legal cur-
rency {in. this: country? -

A.~—Yes, -it was the sba.nda.rd value by :

which all contracts, salaries, and pnces were
paid. -1t isla recorded fact: that-in 1602 one

hundred and sixty young women were b_ouglht ‘

as wives and paid for in tobacco.
9. Q.—How much tobacco was paid for
each of these young women?

‘A—For each of the first hundred, 120

pcunds were paid, “orbh about ninety dol-
lars,

For each of the remaunn,, si;.ty, 150 pounds
were paid, worth about one bandred and
twelve dollars and a half.,

10. How else was tobacco used as money"

A—The galary of ministers was payable
according to the wealth of the parish,

11. Q. —Why is tobacco a dear luxury? .

‘A.—It burns ja hole in the pocket, and a
fan never knows how much leaks out of it,
though he is pretty sure of not having much
left,

9. Q-—What did the noted {Prwldent way-
land say ?

A—The American Board, an mstltutlon
of world wide banevolence, does not recelve,
a.n.nually, as much as it expended for c1ga.rs
in the single City of New York.

10, Q.—If the whole world left off the use
of rum and tobaceco what would be the ef-

ect ?

! A.—To every house some lost ‘one would be
restored, and comfort and happiness reign
instead ot want and misery. - The country
would be like a Jand flowing with milk and

‘honey, and the millenium would seem near,

11, Q.—Is it possible for this to happen?

A.—Yes, if all the children in the country
will join in bringing it about. They have
only to abstain from using rum and tobacco.
‘When {the. old drunkards, and feeble, nervous
users of tobacco die off, the land will be peo-

pled with a clean, wholsesome race .of men

and ;women,

12, Q—What is said bf the waste of money o

spent for tobacco?

—~‘ Millions .of money have been turned - -

ﬁmolr.e, and-capital that might have been
invested -in noble industries has been used
to weaken and demoralize men, _unfitting them

for the highest activities, and prepar mg them

often for the most ruinous excesses.

‘Wherefore do ye -spend money lfor 'that
which is not bread? and your labor for tha.t
whlch Satlsﬁeth not"’—-Isa lv.. 2




