THE BIDEL MENAGERIE o
" Mr. Alexandre, ‘a" skilful opemtor QfA

" Brissels, says La’ Natire, has taken u series

of photographs’ represénting:.the ‘animals | 7
‘that composa” the-celebrated menagerie of.
Bidel, the tnmer, who hasrecently obtamed
the greabest success ot tho representations
given by him at the capital of Belgium:
Mr. Aléxandre has sent us the phohorrraphs
that he has taken, and the specimens given
“here will show our readers that they are
worthy of being-reproduced. . ,

Tirst we'. ‘have Bengali, " royal’ tlcrer,’
“the finest .in the menarreme. - Ho was ‘cn
tured in"1880; in Coclnn ‘China, Jwhere the.
species i’ ltemdelydlstnbutsd w1thoutl'
however, being ‘as common 25”i1v’ Bengal.
Noxt we have. Sultan, a “black maned
lion of the Atlas mountains, -Africa. - He
was born in 1872, and'was captured‘in a
trap in 1876, When he reached- Lyons ho
was the cause of a_terrible ucc1denh, an ac-
count of which ‘we reproducer ‘from the,
Salut Public :

A sad accident, caused by the inconcelv.
able imprudence of thewFEESON.who was
the vietim of it, occurred ab the Vaise
Station, ab Lyons. On the first of Septem-
ber, 1876, Mr. Bidel, proprietor of the
r,rreat inenagerie installed - upon the Per-
rache, received from Africa a magnificent
lion, which had been very recently capt;ured
in the deserts of Central Afrien. ~ This ani-
mal, confined in a strong barred cageshad
been placed-in n specml car, with the fol-
lowing inscription : “FLI‘OC!O“S animal ;
lion ; one is forbidden to open.”

Adrover of beeves named Vieard, in the
absence of -the conductor, opened the cur,
switched' off- into one of the annoxes of
Vaise Station, and held out a piece of
bread to the lion. Naturally, the animal,
being earnivorous, did nor care for it and
only oxhibited the appearance of being
disturbed; TBmboldened by this appalent

somnolence, our manpassed hisarmthrough |

the bars of the cage, in order to pat the
lion’s head. The animal uttered a roar
“and geized the arm of the imprudent fellow
w1t11 his mouth and paws. - In a minute

Vicard's arm ywas. crushed by the powerful
“jaws of the beast;. froni the wrist to the

: slmulder., The-men of the‘é/unn runn ihg’

“forward armed with iron bars and woo én
stakes, were unable to make the furicus
animal let go his hold, and he kept half of
the arm: of the unfort;una.te man between’
his jaws. " Vieard died in consequence of
«his injuries.

On the day following the accident Mr

" Bidel gave a replesentu.tuon for the benefit.

of the. widow and her’ child, and worked
the terrvible beast, which eontinues to hn.ve
an evér increasing success.

Tig. 3 from a beautiful instantaneous
photograph, represents Bidel, the tamer,
entering the cage of another hon Pacha, a
man'mﬁcont specunen of tho leonme race
of the Atlas, captured in 1887,

The Bidel Menagerie, which exhibited
at Brussels, and a few days afterward at
Lille, comprisesalso the following animals:
Nero, a superb lion from . the Capo of
Good Hope, cuptured in 1871 ; three pan-
thers from’ the Indies ; a leopnrd native
“of Asia, captured in 1809 a Persian leo-|s
pn.rd three sunexb hons, 1ecent1) cmptured

‘cities of France, Italy, and ‘Spain.

| special process: for training feroclous ani-

paration, several.times entered cages con-

at* the. Cape of Good, Hope ‘three- royal

Bengal tigers; two white: polar bears ;

a black Russian ben,r and hyenas, wolves,
monkeys, eto. -

"~This exhibition is- very remurkable, and
tends to- develop a tagte for the natural
sciences, and zoology especmlly, a.mong the
numerous. people who.visitiit, :

"Mr, -Bidel's entire existence is devoted :

to the colléction of rare u.mma.ls ‘and the ex-
hibition: of .them at-fairs in ‘most of thé
The

celebrated ‘tamer ‘avers ~that he has no

mals, - ** It ‘simply requires,” . snys . he,
“great energy and much will and. cour-
age”' . -

Bxdel has, wmhoub zmy prehmmary pre-

taining tigers, the most formidable of fero-
cious animals. Flo unhesﬂmtm«ly presents
himself-to them,  'whip in'hand, looks at
them fixedly, and does not fear to strike
them if tlreg make a threatening move-
ment, Despité” such courage and bold-
ness, ho hias, nevertheless, been wounded
by his animals, and somebunes quite
severely. :

Tverybody rcmembers that in the month
of July, 1886, at tho Neuilly fair, a lion
lacerated all of ong side of his throub. The

celebrated artist Edward Detaille was
among the spectators of this *dramatic
scene, and made a sketeh of it.

Some years ago, Pezon, a well known

anecdote is more amusing than veracious.

Tho lkeepers. of the wild animals in the
meaageries of our museums never enter
the lions’ cages, even when these animals
have for a long  time been accustomed to
their prison life. :

————— .

Tue QuickEsr Wiy to. become con-
vineed that theve is a devil is to bry to.live
a Chmstmn.

\ .
SULTAN, A BLACK MANED LION OF THE ATLAS,

rival of Bidel, came near being ‘devoured
by ono of his bears at a fair a C]mlons-sur
Marne.

Onchears sometimes narrated t]w story of
the tamer who, having discharged his
valet, touk a willing man, whom he pub in
chmgo of the cage cléaning. Tho next
day our tamer W'zs'much surprised to seo
his new servant. in the lion’s.eage, . quietly

sweeping the floor with big hCl\S of thoe
broom between the 'mnna.l’s p'uvs. The

_~ AS OTHERS SEE US.

The publishers of the Messengcr are very
much obliged to the friends all over the
country for their cordial and unasked for
words of 'x.pprecntmn. “Hero is a sample
of many letters received during the past
month,. from Smmny-school superinten-
dents and others :—

S Qut of tho largo number of samples of
8.8.: papers which wo have had seut to
us, wo consider tho. Northern Mca.sen(/cr by

far tho best, as it has tho nmst roading

matter of any pnper for the price and the

reading is all good o o :

This letter was nccompn.med w1t11 a list |4
of ten nantes for the Noithern Messengyor 1

Drax Sins,—Please find. énclosbd '$3,00|.
cash amount of subseription. for Northern
Messenger. Please send - ¢ Black' Ivory”

No. 100 of Ballantyne’s Stories,’ ‘and for

bn.lunce of numes send two of P:msy Books.-
No. 86, . *F Mrs, Solomon Smith Lookmo;
on® and "‘To. 19, ¢ The Man of the House.”
T lmpe to get moro nanies next year,

“Tam twelve years- of age, the cldest of

1seven boys.. Our baby is four months old
and his name is John Dougall, :

I wlsh you, alla IIn.ppy New Year.

L “Roy Spb\cw.
Tho Stmv Competmon 1s full of pronnso.
Wo hope to be dble to mmouncc results
before long.

.|A SPLENDID ESTATE

4| with large Brick Mansion and suitable outbuildingn:‘“ Wo -

‘IH“

Aﬂ\J\

TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
STATES.

Our subscnbcra throughout the ‘Unitﬁ Statcs
where International money -orders cannot - be
procured can remit by moncy order,payable at
Rouses Point Post Ofiice, N,- Stato, or.sccuro
on Amecerican E\press Co. ordcr P, a.bl
Montreal.

UNITED

ADVERTISEMENTS

TO BE SOLD FOR DIVESION,

Situated_in the noted Valley of Virginia (Us. A.), bL-
tween the Blue Ridge and Alleghany Mountmna

751 ACRES-.

railronds touch the property, each having' st:monz-
the dwelling. Splendid water .power. furnish 2
large strenms. A very healthy and fertile sédtio
zm]xlmmls, and uboundmg in fourishing towns'
colleges,

‘Write for further particulars,

IENRY X, STADPPLES & co
Richmond, Virgini

-any kind of a cror will do, th
any kind of sceds \5! Il dos but%%):
o best results you hould

Alwnys thebeet the are recognized:
the stand urd}éveryw rge. a8
Ferry’s Seed Annual is the most:.
important book of the kind pub-
lished. It is invaluable tq tho
. planter. Wesend it freo,

D, M. FERRY&CO

'GRATEFUL—COMFORTING.

EPPS’S  GOGOA.

BREAKFAST.

“By o thorough knowledgo of the natural laws which
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition, and by
o careful application of the lfino properties of well-selected
Cocon, Mr., Iipps hns provided our breakfast tables with a
delicately- flnvored. bevernge which may ssve us many
heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judicious use of such
articles of dict that o constitution may bo gradually built
up until strong enough to resist every tendency to discnse.

undreds of subtle maladies are floating around us ready
to attrck wherever there is & weak point.. We may escapo
many & fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
%uro blood and o properly nourished framo.”—Civil Service

azotl

Mndu simply with bonlmg water or mxll‘. Bold only in
nackets, by grocers, labelled thus: .

JAMES EPPS & CO., l!ommopaﬂuc Chemists,
_London, England., .

THIS  Rolled .Gold Plated Rm{{
worth'81), your name on_20 new and-
I)retty Cords, silk fringed, rold.‘edgc, :
idden -name, eto.; Agent's/<umplo
Cn.so and a 25¢ present, -all for 10c. - Sn.mplcn, ete:3e.

Address STAR CARD CO.; Knowlton, . Q.

I YOU WANT to get cheap Jewellery, Novelties, orn
\'In.tch. at about one-halfregular pnce, write for Catalogue
nnd pm‘nbo tcrms Address,

HALL BROS: & CO., I\nowlton, . Q

“ bnmplcs ot our 5. S }mnora.

ent ree “printed. in- colors. Children

§ _cry for them, -Sec our (» pie-

wro papers_hofore, renewmm .for, 93. ' LEONARD PUD.
CO., Blblu House. Albn.ny, A Y. . . AR .

: BABY'S '0W1N

| THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is. printed and pul-

" lished every fortnight at Nos, 321 and 323 St. James-
" st., Montreal, 1y John Redpath Dougull, of Montréal,
All business communications should be addressed ** John -
Dougall & Son, * andall letters to the Editor should be
* addressed ' Editor of the ‘Northern Messenger.'” -
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