2

NORTHERN MESSENGER.

yet I, though I have never been in the cas-
tle here, have visited the stock-yards ofyour
mixtive city, and consider it was worth cros-
sing the Atlantic to see themw, while you
have never thought them worth the trouble
of walkiug a few hundred yards,”.

Although such neglect of present posses-
sions is very common, it is certainly not
praiseworthy,—Youth's Companion.

——p e ———
HIS HAND HATH LED ME.

Onee I thought to make my future
All of God’s and none of mine,
Prayed with earnestuess and fervor,
S hrill it with the life 1iving ;”
Bat I never thought of saying,
** Notmy way, O Lord, but thine.,”

So, the plan of grand achivvement,

Al for Chirst,” born in my thoughe,
Waited in nncertain dimmess,

With the ends for which I sought,
Till despaivingly I murmured,

* Vainly serving—nothing wrought.”

I bad hoped that greater service
Newrer would my Savieur bring ;

And the pathway gleam with glory
Ifrom the presence of my King,

Whilst I did my whole known duty,
Still I worked on wondering.

Though T gave up ense and pleasure,
Stitl my heart, unsatistied,

Felt that there was soniething lacking,
Something from the Lord denied ;

While my weary soul was longing
In bis fulness to abide,

Tlhrongh discouragement and failure,
Lovingly He tuught me this;

That in self my work was froitless,
That wy hand must lie in 1{'g,

While T waited all his biddiug,
Trusting in his promiscs.

Then by waters still He led me,

And through pastures grand and fair,
To the plece whers he would have me ;
Gave e work sind kept ipe there,
"Twas nnew and strange unfolding
Of his love and grace aud care;

One by one I saw them leave me,

Plans and hopes and oft-suid prayers,
Awl anew life spread befove e,

Tull of pence, but many cares,
Cares that multiplied to highten

Up my pathway, unawares.

Then T realized the sweetness
-(f abiding in the Lord ;
Fonnd in promises new meaning ;
Simply took Him at Lis word,
Hearing joyfully the message,
“ All things are for you prepaved,”
Huinex I, Bovbex,
—Zhe Advocale and Guardivn,

—_————
FISIL-HAWKS IN COUNCIL.

A party of swmmer visitors at Elberon,
New Jersey, were one day very much sur-
prised at the sagacity of a flock of fish-
hawks. One of these birds being mistaken
for a barn-yard robber, was shot at, while
perching on the top branch of a tree. The
ball struck the bird on his wing and he
dropped, fluttering and screeching from
bough to bough, until he contrived to clutch
at astrong forked branch and rested there.
All day long he sat, ultering piercing
sereas, and the next morning was found
to have gathered round him a large cirele of
hawks, probably his fiiends and relatives,
who scemed to be holding a council, Kach
in turn the birds chavtered busily, as if
giving advice or proposing plans of relief,
while their wounded brother seemed to
listen eagerly, and now aud then put ina
word. The approach of human beings pro-
duced the greatest consteruation among the
birds, but they did not ly away and desert
the disabled one. The sportsman came
again into the orchard, with the intention
of putiing an end to the poor creature’s
misery with another ball, but he was easily
persuaded to wait and gee what the birds
would do.  An immediate result of the
meeting was the feeding of the prisoner,
several members of the resening party (lying
to the ocean and returning with fish in
their claws, It was casily seen, however,
that ihe nearness of the tree to the house,
and the lowness of the branch on which the
wounded bird was crouched, cansed the
greatest anxiety, and even after the invalid’s
hunger was satisfied the other birds kept
flying away singly aod in parties, while
others still perched on the trees and seemed
to be awaiting the messengers’ return. It
was 50 evident that some plan had been
made that a number of ladies brought their
needlework into the orchard, and stayed
waiting to see what was going to be done.
The hawks were very quiet all day, except

that the sufferer uitered an occasional
sound, as it moved uneasily in its leafy bed,
while the watchers replied in low, soothing
tones, asif with words of pity or encourage-
ment. . Towards sunset a single hawk ap-
peared on. the ecene, then another, and
another; a great chattering began, and the
excitement inereased as the messengers kept
refurning in twos and threes, The wounded
bird . raised itself as much as possible from
the branch; and seemed joyfully expectant,
while the others flew around it gaily. After
a minute a loud flapping overhead was
heard, o flock of hawks appeared, and’ in
their. widst a giant bawk—a bird much
larger and stronger than any of the rest.
Por a few moments it perched upon the
topmost branch of the tree, then started up
and began circling ebouf, coming lower,
nearer to its wounded Lrother, until sudden-
ly swooping, it grasped the latter in its
claws, and raisipg him gently from the
Lough, seared away with him trinmphantly.
The other hawks followed, leaving -the
speetators overwhelmed with astonishment,
They did not doubt that the bawk was be-
ing carried to some safe, retired spot, where
he could be fed and waited on until his
wound healed,.—Agricultaist,
—— e .

AN AWKWARD RULE.

In this part of India (Tinnevelly) the wo-
men are not so much secluded, Their hus-
hands are chosen for them ; but if a woman
dees not feel inclined: to marry & man she
calls him brother, as if by accident, and then
says, *Oh! what have I done? I have
called you brother, and 8o I may not marry

ow.”
d Liven among the Christians the women
consider it disrespectful to mention their
husband’s names, It makes it rather awk-
ward at the marriage ceremony, for they
stop short at the man’s name.. When it
comes to “ I, Mary, take thee, John,” the
woman says, “I Mary, take thee, — and
nothing will make ber go on. —— says
once he was unable to marry a couple, for
he could ot steer the lady past the sentence,
One lady said that the other day she had to
ask a Bible-woman her husband’s nawme to
put in the report, and she thought a minute,
and then said, “ Jacob had two wives, Leah
and Rachel ; Rachel had two sons, and the
cldest of them bore the same name as my
husband.” Rather a good way of evading
an awkward question, was itnot? If awo-
man whose hushand is called Jobn has to
read a verse in class in which the name John
occurs, she passes it on to the next girl,
and will not read it herself.—Indin’s Women,

ARE YOU RICH TOWARD GOD?

If you gave ten percent of your income
to the Lord’s work when your income was
81,000 have you been careful to increase
the percent, as your income has inereased {
Did you ever think how easy it was fo do
that 7 Ten percent of $1,000 is $100. In
that case you had $900 to live on. Now
suppose your income has increased to $2,000,
aud you give twenty percent of that, how
does the account stand ? The Lord gets
$400 and you have $1,600 to liveon, Don’t
you sce how easily and beautifully it works {
If the income were $10,000 you could give
lifty percent or $5,000 aund yet have a com-
fortable and even abundant competence.
Wewonder whether onr well-to-do Christian
men realize that their twenty and thirty aud
fifty percent does not equal the poor man’s
ten percent. Yet they get large credit for
gifts that are really small in comparison
with thase of their less prospered brethren.
A man’s benevolence is, after all, more ac-
curately estimated by what he has lefs than
by what he gives, We wonder how the
Master will adjudge our stewardship when
our accounts pass under His eyes at the judg-
ment seat I~ ords and Weapons,
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DETECTIVE PHOTOGRAPHY.

An ingenious contrivance is used by a
wealthy ironmaster in the north of England,
whose honse and works are illuminated by
the electric light, to inform him a3 to what
goes on during his occasional absence from
home. In several of his rooms and in *his
office there is a concealed apparatus in the
walls, consisting of a roll of the new East-
wman paper aud a train of clockwork.
Bvery hour a shutter is silently opened by
the machinery and an instantaneous photo-
graph is taken of the rocm. On the gentle-
man’s return he develops these pictures, and
curious information is sometimes thereby
furnished, One clerk whoe suddenly re-

ceived his dismissal and “demanded  the
reason therefor, was horrified when shown a
photograph which depicted him lelling in

desk, while the clock on the mantelpiece
pointed to an hour at which he should have
been at work, A photograph of the dining-
room showed a servants’ party there, The
possibilities of such a contrivance are sug-
gestive,—N., Y, Observer, .
UNSCREWING HIS HEAD,

Mr, Romilly, the British Commissioner
for the Western Pacific, tells this story of
the early days of the Fiji settlements :

“A white man, wandering over one of

natives, He had a cork leg. He didn’t
like the laoks of his captars, and liked
them still less when he noticed that they
were fixing upaneighboring oven. Trying
bard not to show his agitation, he called for
something to eat, Wood was set before hiw,
and he used his large jack-knife to cut it. -

“With every mouthful or two he stuck
his jack-knife into his cork leg with such
force thatitstood erect. Thenativeslooked
on with great astonishment and evident
alarm, After the meal was over he began
to unserew his leg. That was too much for
the savages, who did not seea to have any
curiosity to see what he would do next, but
opened a passage and let him walk away.

“ When be reached his horse, some little
distance away, the natives began to gather
around, but after mountiug, the man made
a motion ag'if-1o unscrew his head, and the
spectators ran away in terror,”

SCHOLARS' NOTES.
(From International Question Look.)
LESSON X1L--DLECEMBER 12,
CIE SAINTS TN gEAVEN.~Rev, 7: 8.17,
Coumir VERSES 13-15,
GOLDEN TEXT.

Therefore sve they before the Throne of Gad,
1[&{1\(\ scx‘l\'c Him day and night in fis temple—~
ev. 7: 15

CEN'TRAL TRUTIL.

The saintsin heaven are conntless in number.
pure in character, saved by the blood of Jesus
serving God might and day, bouudless In joy
and blessing,

u DAILY RBADINGS.

M. Rev.7: 17
T, Rev.B: 1l
W,  Rew.9: 121,
Th. Rev.13: 1-18,
. Rev.l4:1.20,
Sa. 2Cor 4: 1-18,
Su,  Psaln 23: {-G,

TinE.—Ses Lesson 9,

INTRODUCTION.—Six of the seals of tho book
referred to inour last lesson were opened. Bat
the tumnlt and conflict was so great, and the
tribulations so great, that God's people might
be discouraged. 'Therefore, before the descrip-
tion continues, the heavens are openod again,
and It is seen thal in reality great ntbers are
saved, and thelr rewards far oul-balance thetr
earthly suftferings.

HELYPS OVER HARD PLACKES,

9. AND, Lo, A GREAT MULTITUDE : the num.
ber of the saved will nut be few, but conntless
STooD BEFORE PUE THRONE: in Lhe very centre
of heitven's hlessings, CLOTHED WITH WHITE
RonES: emblems of purity, of festivity, and
Joy. PALMS IN THiir HANDS: marksof joy,
andof vietory. 1L Lirnirs, FOUR BEASTS: see
tast lesson  FELL Brronk THETURONE : inthe
attitiile of revereuce and worshitp,  Many Sipe
day-school scholars can learn a lesson from
these angels, 13, AND ONEOF T'HE KLDERS AN-
sWERED: the guestioning look of John, 15,
SERVE BIN DAY ANp N1Ggu1 N His TeMrLe:
all they dolsin His service, ana is sacred be-
enause done tor Him. SuiLnL DWELL AMoNG
Tukd: “shall spread Iis tabernacle over
them,” for protection, aud abldiog with them,
16, NEITIHER SITALL CHE SUN LIGIT ON T'111sM :
the fierce kastern sun withered the plants, and
caused sun-stroke. In this view it was the
type of strong teruptaiions that would wither
their plous feelings, :

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—What was the subject of our
lnst lesson?  What took place between that
lessomn and this? Why does this revelation ol
figaven come in among the terrible troubles
pictared in this book1

SUBJECT: THE SAINTS IN HEAVEN.

1, TEE NUMBER OP TUE SAINTS (v. ) —How
many people did John sec in heaven! Does
this show that a great many will be saved?
From what nations, ete., did they come? How
can we help this to ¢ome soon to pass? How
were the remainder cloth~-dl  What do their
white robes symbolize? What is represented
by the palms in thelr hands? .

Il Py ClORUS OF SAINTS AND ANGELS (VS.
10-12). =W hat were these saints Jdoing? What
reasons had they for praising God ¢ . Who joined
in their song?  What attitude did whey takel
Whyt What does this teach us about posture
in worshiip?  What was the song they all sang
togethery ‘

1. How THEY CAME TO0 HREAVEN (vs. 13, L.
—\What did one of the elders say todJohn? His
answer?  What did the elder then say? How
were the robes of the saints made white? How
could this bet  What part did their tribujation
have In making them what they wer:? Snem.
§:8 James 12245 UlPeter 1: 75 Udeb, 12: 11),

IV, TUR BLESSEDNESS OF THE SAINTS (13-17),

an eagy-chair with his feet on the office/

the islands, was taken prisoner by the|

What seven blessings do you flud In these
verses? Which of these do you most. desire?
Cun you have them in any other way than they
wore obtoined by these suintsi

PRAUTIOAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Heaven is shown to us (1) thal we mny see
how we oughbt to live here; (2) thut we may take
courage amid the trialy of Jite; (1) that saen
may be attracted to its prineiples.

Ll Great multitudes will be savel.

LIT, Those who ure suved are pure in henrt,

1V All our Hves, in every part, shoukld bo a
hymn of praise to God.

Y. 'I'he only way Lo purity aad beuaven iv
through the atoning love of Jests,

VI. The blessings of heaven are grewt, and
many, and glorious,

LESSON X1L—DECIKMBER Y,
TILE GREAT INVITATION~Rov. 821 891,
CommIr VERSES i6, 17,
GOLDEN 'TEXT.

The grace of vur Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Arueu.~—-Rev, 22:21,
CENTIRAL TRUTEL
. The whole world are tuvited to enler {he
heaventy ciiy.

DAILY READINGS,

M. Rewv, 16: 1-21.
T, Rev, 17: 1-18,
W. Rev, 18: [.2{,
Th. Rev, 19: 1-21,

s Kev, 20: 1-15,

Sa,  Rev, 2]: 1.7,

Su.  Rev, &2; 121,

TIME, ote, of Book of Revelation.—See Los.
son 9, .

INTRODUCTION.~The greater part of the Book
of Revaiation is passed over in these lessous for
want of spaee. The history of the Chureh, in
Iis state of conflict and triul, at last draws to a
close; all enemies are conquered; the new day
dawns; the Gospel has triumphed, and heaven
is won, 1t remains for us in this lesson, in the
presence of this vision, to consider the GRrREAT
INVITATION TO THE WHOLE WORLD,

HELPS OVER HARD PLACKS.

8. FFerL Dowy To WORSHIP; perhups think-
ing that the angel was Chirist Himself, He was
full of reverence, and awe, and praise, 10.
SEAL Not: let all see what is written for their
comfort and help, Tug TiME 1S AT HAND:
when these prophecies shall begin to be ful-
fitled. 11, HE TIAT IS UNJUST, ele.: (1) inply~
ing that those who change must do 1t very
quickly, or it would so0n be too lute. (2) This
refers also tothe fact thal our eharacters, and
with them our destiny, are becoming more
fixed, and after a time there never will be a
change, 12, 1 CoME QUICKLY : thers will be no
delay. He will quickly begin todo in faet what
is here shown in vision. To each of us in-
dividuaily He comes quickly in varlous provi-
dences, and at death, 13. ALPITA AND OMEGA ¢
A and O, the first and last letters of the Greelo
alphabet. 1. Tur Crry: deseribed in chaps.
2, 22 15 Wrriuour ARre Dogs; flerce, cruel,
sensunl, undiseiplined men, like Oriental dogs
16, RooT : root, shoot, or sprout. 17, Tug
Dripi: the Chureh, God’s people.

. QUESTIONS.
INTRODUCTORY.—How much of the Book of

Revelatlon do we pass over? Whyt 'fo whal

stage in the world's history does it bring us?
SUBJECT: THE GOSPEL INVITATION.
L Tne REASONS FOR ACCEPTING THE INVI~

TATION (VS, 8.16).—What did Jolhn do when he

saw the city of God? (v.8.) Why did he desire

to worship the angel? Why did the angel for-

gid kl;iml Why sbhould he not seal up this
00

FIusT REASON,—Whatis meani by ¢ leé,tlmo
Is at hand? How is this u reason {or accepring
the invitation?

SECOND RuzasoN.—What is the meaning of v.
11? In what way doour characters and destiny
become fixed? What warning and what com-
fort in this {nct ? :

‘Tnirp REASON,—Does Jesus always reward
His diseiples?  According to what principlef
What are tne works here spoken of? (John
Gty Matt, 252 81-46.)

FOURTIL REASON.—-Who sends the Invitation?
(v. 13) Why is He deseribed in this way?
What is IIe calied in v. 16? Menalug of » Root
of David 7" How Is Ha like the bright moraing
starT How s this character & reason for ac-
capting this tnvitation ?

FIFT REasoN,.—What are the blessings be.
stowed upon the obedient? (v,14) How must
they enter the ¢ity? How many gates to i17
\}’Lh); 50 many? What will they find in the
city

Six?i REAsoN.—~Who are without the city 1
Whoare meant by “ dogs? Why cannot these
people enter the cityl What would they have
to do toenter?

1L THE INVITATION (v§, 17-21).—To what, is
the luvitation? Who unve the luvitation ? In
what ways does the Spirit give us this invita-
tlon? Who is the bridel “(eh, 18:7,8; 21:9.)
in wiat ways should the Chnreh give this invi-
tation? Can people come even il Christiins do
not invite them? Who can comet Are any
exeluded? Do all aceept? Why not? If you
h:lwe'l not accepled, can you give the reasous
why

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

I The time is short; we should do quickly
and earnestly what we have to do.

1I. We are continually becoming fixed in our
characters and destiny, and & time will come
when it will be too late Lo chunge,

111 God rewards every person acecording to
his works, including his thooghts, feolings,
fuith, love, words, as well as outward deeds.

LV. The joys of the obedient are beyond
fuaginution tu conceive.

V. If any do not bave them, it is becnuse
they will not be such that God ean give these
Joys to them, Only thelr own characters und
deeds can shut any out of heaven,

VI, God’s invitations are as large and free as

Hislove, He desires every one to come and bo

¥

saved,
. QJ )
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