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ary pursuit. Nor should it be forgotten
that the mere useful does not constitute the
_whole of an education. Neither in nature
> nor art,do we find dry utilitarianism and no-
thing more. Nature has done much, while
erecting the machinery for carrying on the
purposes of life, to surround that machinery
with' ornamentation and beauty. The blue
vaulted heavens, ever beautiful in their
serenity and vastness, are garnished with
stars. ‘The rose, admirable in the arrange-
ment of its petals, is nevertheless tinted
with crimson and most delicately shaded.
The murmuring brook has its mossy banks
studded with flowers. Andso in art. The
magnificence of Westminster Abbey,consists,
no doubt, in its lofty arches, its towers and
columns. But why these wondrous car-
vings? Z Why the rich frescoes? To the
utilitarian they are so much useless orna-
ment—a waste of effort, a perversion of
skill. And yet the world has acknowledged
that without these,much of the interest and

effect of the whole scene would be lost. So
in our education. Its skeleton so to speak;
its framework may be plain and should be
substantial, but the forin in which it is
clothed—the manner in which the outline is
filled—the finishing touches hy which it is
made beautiful and attractive, should com-
bine all those element of taste, which the
world of letters acknowledge to be the per-
fection of human attainments. And as the
sculptor, who designed to transfer to “dull,
cold marble,” those lineaments of beauty;
‘which had made Venus de Medici so re-
nowned, caught from every wayward glance
some new form of beauty, and from every
face some lineaments of gracefulness, so
the teacher, the sculptor of the human
mind, should find in every writer those;
forms of literary excellence, which transfer-
red to the minds of his pupils, would im-
part that intellectual finish, so much re-
quired at the presént day,to the educational
institutions of the country. '
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PREFATORY—ED"/CATION-—GOVERNMENT.

“ The world is governed too much,” says
a political writer. If this was intended to
express the notion so flattering to thé igno-
forfreedom,that mankind are too much fes-
trained by government from wrong doing,
the saying is false, for in spite 6f all hiimax
laws and their penalties, disordér and ciinie
still abound. But relatively ‘the world #s
governed too much and educated too little:

Not to speak of the old world, where in
many quarters government is still despotic
and education but little fostered, it is true
in our own land. Much is said of the im-
portance of education, but a tnousand

‘things show that practically an overshadow-
'| ing pre-eminence is given to government.

That this is wrong is sometimes admittetd
by politicians themselves. Professor Gold-
win Stith, whose authority is- unquestion-
able; has more than once urged this point:
very forcibly before different’ ed -cational:
gatherings. Whether he speaks for “ edu-
cational” effect,or as an educator-or patriot,

"and from sincere convictions of a longex-

périence as a publicist, we-will not enquité.
But we hold him to his admissions.
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