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is to spend in thie drawing-rooms of their estcomed friend,-, as time wnsted and
le lest. And if any hints eau ho given fur the olovation of a Cliristian social fi f,
ir they are Certainly net superfinous.

a. [t znay be wsumed that every man must go into society beyond bis own
a- faily, and that lie will find it conivenient, te mueet society in the oening of the

ce day. The extent tù, which mon cornply %vith tic social usiages9 of tho times, dopends
on their mental constitutions and tastes. Those wvlî are eof a grave, studious, or
dernestie lioine-loviuig character, who are dceply im}ýressed wvith the value of
time and retirement, are reluctant te spend thecir evcnings abroad. If th By 'go

!s ont', it is to avoid offending their friands, or it is to please their dauglitor8 rather
à7 than tbemsolves. Others of a more communicative, and perhnps more volatile
a. disposition, or living, as so many youtig mon do, far from tlieir ewn families, go

wvith zest te ovouing entortainmonts, and deliglit in1 the exciternent of society.
Exteme ofcouse re o b shnue ;but plaily i sne oneq dutyteb ui

b, social, or treat with coldness the sympathies aud cordialities of his fcllowvs and
friends.

As to the publie haunts cf mûre amusement-the tbeatre, anîd publie bal
'Y recm-wve regard them as simply eut of the question. We kcnew what Mnay be
r. said fer cach of these-but have ne idea, that tlteuo«litftIl Christians will ho found

.- within their precincts. It is net se broadly te, be said, that the religions niay not
r-go te fats and festivals ini thc lbeuses of the worldly. The Corintliian believerswcvre net forbidden te accept the invitations of' thîcir licatien neighýbours, if they

were disposed te do se, but were directed liew te kcep, their consciences void of
offence. One mnust net be conforxned te this world, the fashion whoreof passeth
awvay; but te go eut eof thc world, or stand entirely aloof from tic gencral se-
cxety around, were te follow John tie Baptist rather than Christ. The former

re girded himself for bis awakening rousing xninistry by an ascetie and rigerous
r- life ; and prcached repentance in the wilderness, having "lbis raiment cf camnel'sr- hair, and a leathern girdie about lus loins; aind bis meat was loctists and wild
lf honey." The latter, our Divine Miister, preached repentance in the wor.1d, sit-

ceting at nicat in the bouses et' Pharisees and Scribes, and even Publicans, going,
is when invited te marriage fcasts, mixing in life, and partaking cf tbc ordinary

S ceurtesies cf men. Yet it; dees net foliow tiat Christians xuay allow
S te tiemselves the very saine liberty cf interceurse with tie world, as they
S rcad of ini the public life of Christ. Thcy have ne security against injury, SUSl

as flicMaster had. No tendency te evil ivas in Christ-the Prince cf this world
had nething in uini,- and ho could mix in any cempany without soil or stain.
Se constituited was the man Christ Jesus, se fortified iii moral and spiritual
purity, that, lie could ne More be sullied by contact with sinners, than the liglit
cr f sun or moon is sullied by glancing on the corruptions and contaminations eof

ar this world. But we are flot se, and it becomes us te enter into mixed seciety,
at always with guarded and jealous care over ourselves-and net te enter into

scelles cf wcrldly festivity and excitement at all, when we kndw that they are
~d fitted te weaken our own piety and te str-,ngthen tic bands et' the ungodly.

But heov little profit or pleasure is rcally obtained from. some cf thoso enter-
S tainnients, wbich are Most carefully removed from the courseés cf the world, and
S attcnded by tioughtful Chriubtian people! O f course in those circles, there is ne
e desire te dance, or play cards, for these are net pleasures to sober minds and
îe living seuls. The love cf dancing, indeed, in any circle, betrays a defective ia-
S tellectualism, and a predominance eof the sensucus ever the cegitative and spiri-
is tual nature. The fivclity cf a people is largely te ho attrihuted to want cf edu-
ý. cation, and poverty of ideas. The young man who loft sehool a dunce, and has

.i since that period acquired nothing more than a certain ease cf mûnners, or tie
id youpig lady, iho, reads nething and is incompetent te sustain a sensible coiiversa-


