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THE 0ANADIAN OEAFTSMAN.

up a sorb of natural religion (quasi

loneste religionis), among men, but

suoh an allegation is as absurd.as it-
is unfounded. ' Freemasonry is buils

up on the universal reobption and

toleration of all who honestly believe

in and accept the Fatherhood of Gpd

and the Brotherhood of man.

It makes two exceptions in its |

wise-defined limits; it sternly excludes
atheists, as well as those who affect
to set up the so-called *Independent
Morality.” :

Bus 14 does not, in any form, esdsy
to avow a religion for men, oxr the
Brotherhood.

It proclaims no dogmata, imposes
no tests, interferes with no con-
golence, and antagonises no creed.

It is simply tolerant, ochariteble,
and comprehensive in the truest-and
most proper sense, and seeks g
hallow the universal recognition of
the Most High by aots of unselfish
benevolence, by labors of untiring
goodwill, towards the fraternity and
mankind. But though it does this,
. and does it always kindly aud peace-
2bly, Freemasonry is not anxious to
bear the reproach of applaading, or
encouraging any procedure alien from
its acknowledged theories, and hostile
to its avowed programme snd plat-
form.

It therefore avoids, as & rule, pub-
Jie display, except wihen connected
with its own proper work, except
when asked by lawfal authority to
participate in acts of public utiity,
charity, religion; or except, above all,
when the ends to be attained, and
the objeots to be advanced, are ad-
mittedly and objectively good, wiss,
sensonable and useful.

Freemasonry is-ever most anxious
not to appear to commingle with the
divergencies or shibboleths of de.
nominational zeal; it eschews, above
all, as it abominates anything like,
partizan eelebration or questionable
loyalty; it resolutely sets itself against
all words and acts which in any way
infringe on that great principle of
zeverence for law and order which

runs through the entire teaching of |
our Masoaic system from first to
 last. , o

But with all that secks to. advancs
reverence for. the Great Creator and
the pence and good will of men 3nd
brethren, Freemasonry ever Leeps
stthe touch.” 4

In anything that would promotfe
the peaceful and elevating work of
religion; in all that seeks to bring
man nearer to his Great Creator and
his brother man; in sll that would
load up to a spread of culture, educa-
tion, civilization, humanity, and good-
will among the nations of the world,
among the children of the dust, Free-
masonry glways rejoices fo avow its
concern, and its condordande, ils fra-
ternal sympathies, and its ready
interest.

Bat though it is not religion, as we
said before, it is religious, very
religicus in its respeet for religion;
in its approval of all religious labors
which tend either to the mental
illumination or religious consolation
of our fellow men.

With all these aspects of religion,
ag & handmaid of the Great Artificer
of all, in pouring the oil and wine of
humanizing and elevating and sooth-
ing religion into the ever open wouuds
of oar poor suffering humanity, Frea-
masonry always expresses Warm con-
cern and living interest. Somse have
objected to any interference with
building of churohes and the like.
Buf it is surely a superficial and un-
intellectusl view of the matter, and
utterly opposed to the traditions, the
toachings, the symbolism of Free-
masonry. Hrasmus said of old, talk-
ing of cathedrals—*Tanta magestate
sese erigit in ccelum ut procul etiam
metuentibus religionem inculcat.”

‘Therefore, as our operative fora-
fathers raised .he many wondrous
buildings we still admire, 80 we specu-
Iative Freemasons of to-day express
our hearty sympathy with all such
-good worke, whic. create ari, ad-
vanca civilization, and ail the dis~

semination of light, caltore, and




