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popularity, inasmuch as the proceedings of Miasonie lodges, particularly
in Germany, are never given to the public. The ideas advanced.by the
Crown Prince in his address are the more remarkable, as the Grand
Lodge of Germany is proverbially the nost conservative of the three
Grand Lodges of Prussi:a. This Grand Lodge t:akes particuliar pride in
occupying, to-day, the samne position in every respect, which it oecnpicd
a century ago. Other Grand Lodges have long ago disearded the idea,
that all and (verything patining to the history, prinîciples, laws and
regulations of Masonry must be carefully concealed froi the eye of the
public. And there is iow almost nothing, if we except the ritual, but
what is accessible to him who desires to investig. te it. The result of
these investigations is readily perceived in this eountry, particularly
in the immense increase of lodges and iembers, aud the fear is not
unfrcquently expressed by Masons that the great danger that nîow
threatens the fraternity is a too gre at popularity.

The Grand Lodgc of Germnany, at Berlin, is not. as might be inferred
froi its title, the Grand Lodge of the whole of Gcrmany, but simply
one of the three co-ordinate bodies which the Prussian government per-
mits it is dominions. The ritual practiced by this Grand Lodge is the
so-called " Swedish Systen,." and differs in many essentials fromu that
practiced by other Masonie bodies. It vas brought froni Sweden to
.Berlin by Von Ziinerdorf in 1776. According to this system there í>
an independent imer Conucil or Directory, which guides and contrc's
the affairs of the Grand Lodge. 1 t was but fle day previous to the
delivery of the Crownî Prince's address th-at the Grand Master addressed
the Grand Lodge in the most orthodox strain, closely adlering to the
traditions which, he said, had been brouglt to thein a century picvious
from Sweden. And vhen the Crown- Prince, who is Grand Master of
Order in Prussia, made known his progressive ideas, it is sai(d that some
of the more conscrvative gentlemen were so muueh overcmne by the
heresies of bis Royal Iighness, that they have not recovered fromn the
effect to the present day. Without, howcver, inquiring into the truth-
fllness of iis report, it is nevertheless certain that the address has
created quite an exciteient in the Masonic circles of Gernany. It % as
of great length, and is as remarkable for tI bold positions it assumes
as fbr its favor and libcrality; the latter cvidently the result of convic-
tion. There is no doubt hat the Masonie fraternity vill find it as
interesting as that of Gernany found it startling, and w e regret that
we are compelled to limit ourselves to a short synopsis of ii.

After an appropriate introduction, the ·Crown Prince remarked that
the three Grand Lodges of Prus.ia werc alike near to him, and iliat
according to his convictions there exists lut one Masonry, represented
in all systems through diti -rent forms only. Explaining why Masonry
conveys ideas by symbols, he said that it was posiible that they may be
variou-ly interpreted, as the traditons of the Order have been handed
down ithrough various chanels. The past century was not w:.nting in
voilent struggles between the different sys'ens, but the present time
witne-ses a different state of affairs, of whici the representatives of the
various systems prescnt were tIe livin g wvitnesses. Iec oni reat cd the breth-
ren present to hold raily to the, unity of Masonry, and ndimonished then
that aci should divest hinself of the belicr that he alone was in possession
of the whole truth and the only correct fnrm for the sanie; that whilst they
prided the , selves in possessing the most correct interpretat ions, they
should not fail to solve the true problem of the royal art, and bo influenc.
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